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THIS MONTH S free 8-page 
supplement features the 
newly expanded role of the 
Clyde Naval Base. 

In October we will be mark¬ 
ing 50 years of RN aviation 
in the jet age with another 
special edition. Stories and 
pictures from WAFUs past 
and present should be sent 
to the Editor in an envelope 
marked ‘Aviation Special’. 



Tanker stood by 
for evacuation 


RFA GOLD ROVER spent a week off the coast of Liberia last 
month, ready to evacuate up to 200 foreign nationals 
trapped by civil war. 


The 12,000 tonne fleet sup¬ 
port tanker provided a commu¬ 
nications link and a valuable 
“backstop” service for the 
evacuation, which in the end 
was done by airlift from a US 
task force. 

Released from the operation on 
April 17, she was due to arrive in 
Portsmouth on April 25. 

Meanwhile it has been 
announced that the first female rat¬ 
ings to go to sea with the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary could be ready to 
take up their billets by the end of 


next month. 

Six women have been offered 
posts as Catering Assistamnts and 
are undergoing Sea Training at the 
Seamen s College, South Tyneside. 

They will join the RFA with the 
equivalent rate of Steward and there 
will soon be other vacancies for 
Communications Ratings, Deck 
Hands and engineering grades. 

A spokesman for the RFA told 
Navy News: “We will soon be adver¬ 
tising more sea-going posts and 
men and women who apply will be 
judged equally according to their 
merits.” 


JOINT EXERCISES with Russian and US warships - the first 
of their kind - were hosted by the Royal Navy last month. 
Next year more may be planned off the United States coast. 


As Navy News went to 
press HMS Gloucester was 
preparing to welcome the 
frigates RFS Admiral 
Levchenko and the USS 
Samuel B. Roberts to 
Portsmouth for a five day 
visit before heading out for 
exercises off the South 


coast. 

Exercise RUKUS 96 was to 
involve practising boarding 
techniques with RFA Black 
Rover in the role of a suspect 
cargo vessel. 

The Royal Navy has taken part 
in joint maritime talks with the two 
countries since 1988. 

Said an MOD spokesman: “The 
Royal Navy is delighted to co¬ 
operate with Russia and America 
in the field of maritime endeavour, 
especially in areas concerning 
humanitarian aid and United 
Nations embargo operations. 

“We have been involved with 
academic discussions for the past 
eight years and we arc now getting 
to the core of naval business.” 

Senior officers of the three 
navies were to meet to discuss the 
exercise at the School of Maritime 
Operations at HMS Dryad. 

Meanwhile the three ships 
would join in a commemoration of 
the 300th anniversary of the foun¬ 
dation of the Russian Navy by Tsar 
Peter the Great - who personally 
studied shipbuilding at Deptford 
in 1698. 

The Royal United Services 
Institute in London was marking 
the occasion with a conference on 
“The Russian Federal Navy: Its 
Heritage and Prospects.” 

• Sec also page 3. 


Braveneart! 








IN THE WAR against 
drug smugglers HMS 
Brave hardly gets the 
chance to demonstrate 
the full power of her for¬ 
midable punch. 

Here the West Indies 
Guardship pulls an 
Exocet missile from the 
heart of her arsenal for 
a practice firing cap¬ 
tured on camera by 
LA(Phot) Chris Brick. 
See also page 11. 














Pictures of 
excellence 

“ NAVY NEWS has long nur¬ 
tured a reputation for fine 
photography” 

”A very busy tabloid style 
newspaper, packed with sto¬ 
ries and pictures. It is very 
professionally done and has 
to cater to a wide variety of 
tastes” 

“Good value for money” 

“A classic example of the 
power of pictures ... the 
captions were just right. . . 
cropping was spot on. ..” 

“The most interesting 
newspaper I have judged in 
this class” 

Some of the comments of 
the judges in this year s 
Communicators in Business 
Awards who gave Navy News 
a Certificate of Merit for 
Picture Editing and Awards 
of Excellence for two pho¬ 
tographs by members of the 
RN Photographic Branch. 

LA(Phot) Terry Seward 
scored yet again with his 
stunning shot of Wren Tracy 
Hall engaged in firefighting 
practice at HMS Excellent 
(March 1995). 

Meanwhile CPO(Phot) Al 
Campbell's sepia toned 
closeup of CPO(W) Lynne 
Walsh and her baby son 
Steven (February 1995) was 
singled out for praise among 
the Best Mono Picture 
entries. 

Navy News has now won a 
total of 71 awards in this 
competition (formerly the 
Editing for Industry’ awards) 
without missing a year since 
it first entered in 1972 - a 
unique record. _ 
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DAMAGE control teams 
training at the Phoenix NBCD 
School at HMS Excellent will 
be put through their paces on 
a new computer system that 
can simulate almost any situa¬ 
tion they might encounter at 
sea. 

The NBCD Command Control 
and Communications C3 trainer, 
built by GEC Marconi, was offi¬ 
cially opened by the First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Jock Slater and Mr 
Robert Barr, GEC Marconi 
Project Manager. 

Realism 

The simulator, which uses the 
latest touch-screen technology, 
represents a major step forward in 
the provision of realistic and 
stressful training in dealing with 
multi-damage situations on board. 

The C3 system has been incor¬ 
porated into the teaching curricu¬ 
lum and has been available to 
ship’s teams since Easter. 


Victorious 
surfaces 
in Burton 

THE CREW of HMS 
Victorious renewed their 
links with Burton during 
a two-day visit to the 
town. 

They paid a visit to 
Burton hospital to pre¬ 
sent a cheque for £1,000 
from the submarine's 
welfare fund for the 
Special Care Baby Unit 
Later they were wel¬ 
comed at the Town Hall 

a * the Mayor of Burton, 
r Peter Haynes, and 
were delighted to sample 
some local produce dur¬ 
ing a visit to the Bass 
Brewery and Bass 
Museum! 



THOUSANDS of people lined the 
streets of Deal to bid an emotional 
farewell to the Royal Marines as they 
marched through the town for the last 
time. 

The closure of the Royal Marines School of 
Music and its transfer to the former RN deten¬ 
tion quarters in HM Naval Base Portsmouth 
brings to an end a 136-year association between 
the Royal Marines and the town in Kent. 

A ceremony to mark the occasion began with a spe¬ 
cially commissioned fanfare entitled Farewell to Deal, 
followed by a musical recreation of the Battle of 
Trafalgar, a spectacular Fireworks display and the low¬ 
ering of the Union Flag. 

The town was fiercely proud of its Royal Marines 
and raised more than £1 million for the families of the 
11 Bandsmen killed by an IRA bomb in 1989. 

First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Jock Slater, said: “The 
Royal Marines have become part of the heritage of the 
town and have established an enviable reputation for 
excellence. 


“I know that these close links, so poignantly rein¬ 
forced in 1989, will live on and that Deal’s traditions, 
high standards and dedication will be continued in the 
school’s new home. 

Great sadness 

“The closure of the barracks inevitably means great 
sadness, particularly for those who have supported the 
Royal Marines School of Music to the last and who 
will be seeking redeployment elsewhere. 

“I am most grateful for all that you and your prede¬ 
cessors have done for the Service. To all I send my 
thanks for a job well done and my best wishes for the 
future. 

The Royal Marines came to Deal in 1860 when they 
took over a hospital built to treat casualties from the 
Napoleonic wars. 

The Royal Navy’s connection with the town dates 
back to the reign of Henry VIII when Walmer Castle 
was built to protect the Downs Anchorage. 

• The Royal Marines will beat the retreat on Horse 
Guards Parade, London, on June 11,12 and 13 at 6.15 
pm. For tickets contact the Beating Retreat Office on 
01705 547205. 


International 
Air Day for 
Culdrose 

A THRILLING programme 
of military and civilian flying 
displays will be staged at RN 
Air Station Culdrose in 
Cornwall on July 24. 

The Red Arrows and the Italian 
national flying display team Frccce 
Tricolori will lead the air displays 
and the ground attractions will 
include dozens of static aircraft, 
side shows and stalls. The event is 
expected to attract up to 30,000 
visitors. 



HMS Northumberland has 
completed her first patrol 
off the Falkland Islands 
since taking over from HMS 
Westminster in the South 
Atlantic. 

The ship sailed for South 
Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands to monitor 
fishing activities with the MVs 
Cordelia and Fox and she con¬ 
ducted a full training pro¬ 
gramme on the way. 

“Killer’’ icebergs provided 
ideal targets for the 
Northumberland’s 4.5 inch gun 
and the ship fired 33 rounds 
under accurate local control. 

The ship's radar was able to 
detect the largest icebergs 
from a distance of 26 nautical 
miles and to guard against 
damage lookouts were posted 
and the ship maintained a high 
state of water integrity. 

Northumberland spent a 
night at the buoy in Gi^tviken 
harbour to liaise with the 
South Georgia Fisheries and 
the King Edward Point 
Garrison. 

Unlicenced 

The ship was able to explore 
the fascinating local area and 
made her presence felt as local 
fishing vessels entered the 
harbour to collect their 
licences. 

During her patrol the ship’s 
Lynx helicopter gathered evi¬ 
dence of unlicenced fishing by 
the Chilean vessel Antonio 
Lorenzo. After a search of the 
ship she was arrested and 
escorted back to Port Stanley 
with the MV Cordelia. 

Back in port Stanley a large 
party from the ship took part in 
two football matches in aid of 
the Dunblane Appeal. 

At the end of the patrol Cdr 
Steve Bramley handed over 
command of Northumberland 
to Cdr Simon Charlier who’s 
first task was to take the ship 
to Montevideo for a week long 
visit. 

• A “Penguin Race Night” 
with the King Edward Point 
Garrison at Grytviken raised 
£500 for the Dunblane appeal. 


Fixed bayonets 
for shore visit 
to Nottingham 


MORE THAN 200 members of HMS Nottingham’s company 
helped the ship to celebrate the freedom of her namesake 
city in the biggest naval parade to be seen in Nottingham 
for three years. 

A flypast by the ship's Lynx helicopter trailing a huge battle 
ensign and music from the band of the South Notts Hussars com¬ 
pleted the spectacle as the marchers made their way from 
Nottingham Castle to the old market square. 


The parade was swelled by 
three platoons from RNR 
Sherwood and the local Sea 
Cadet Corps TS Orion, making 
nine platoons in all following 
the guard and the band. 

The sailors exercised their 
right to march with swords 
drawn, bayonets fixed, drums 
beating and colours flying and 
the 40-strong guard was 
inspected by the Lord Mayor of 
Nottingham, Councillor Sylvia 
Parsons. 

The commander of HMS 
Nottingham, Cdr Paul 
Docherty, thanked the Lord 
Mayor on behalf of the ship and 


spoke about the value of old 
traditions and customs. 

The parade was the highlight 
of a weekend of events which 
included a trip to the City 
Ground in full No 1 uniform to 
see Nottingham Forest play 
Arsenal and a champagne 
reception. 

HMS Nottingham recently 
completed a major maritime 
exercise with NATO forces off 
the North East coast of 
Scotland and after a mainte¬ 
nance period in Portsmouth 
she deployed to the 
Mediterranean as part of the 
standing naval force. 



Councillor Sylvia Parsons, Lord Mayor of Nottingham, inspects the 40-strong guard from HMS Nottingham as the ship’s company cel 
ebrate their Freedom of the City. Picture: fosf pnotoaraohic unit 
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FOUR NATO 


NAVIES PUT ON A SHOW 


PORTSMOUTH Navy Days on May 25-27 will feature 
two of the latest Type 23 frigates, HMS Richmond and 
HMS Westminster. 

Among the other ships on show will be the Type 42 destroy¬ 
ers HMS Exeter and HMS Gloucester and a representative of 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary - possibly RFA Gold Rover, which 
has been on stand-by off Liberia in case she was needed to help 
with the evacuation of foreign nationals threatened by civil 
war. 

With minor war vessels now based in Portsmouth, HMS Ouorn and 
Ledbury will he on show, while HMS Beagle will make the journey 
from the South West to represent the Hydrographic Flotilla. 


Four vessels from other NATO navies will also be taking part - the 
French minesweeper Eridan, the Belgian frigate Westdiep and the 
Gcrrman submarine U17 with support ship Odenwald. 

As in 1994, the May Bank Holiday date avoids disrupting the sum¬ 
mer leave of RN personnel and allows maximum support from naval 
establishments. 

Air engineering 

These will include, for the first time, HMS Temeraire, with a display 
of physical training and hands on' experience for the public. 

Another Portsmouth first will be an air engineering display, forming 
part of the HMS Sultan exhibition and featuring a Sea Harrier which 


visitors will be able to examine at close quarters. 

The theme of training will dominate all the establishment displays 
which will be on two marquees near the North Corner offices. 

The Portsmouth Band of the Royal Marines will close the show each 
day with a performance in the arena . 

This year’s Portsmouth Navy Days includes free entry' to all the reg¬ 
ular attractions in the Historic Dockyard - including, for the first time, 
HMS Warrior (I860) - although the great popularity of HMS Victory 
has required a surcharge of £2 to moderate demand. 

Coach travel remains the most convenient way for visitors to see 
Navy Days and big discounts on coach admission can be obtained by 
advance booking. Tel 01705 839011 for details. 

All profits go to Naval charities. 




Russians in 


company 

THE TYPE 22 frigate HMS Sheffield is seen above in the 
North Atlantic in company with the Russian carrier RFS 
Admiral Kuznetsov. 

Meanwhile, as HMS Lancaster returned to the operational 
Fleet after Basic Operational Sea Training at Devonport, she 
sailed from Portsmouth with the First Deputy and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Russian Navy, Admiral Igor Kasatonov 
embarked. 

Adm Kasatonov was given a tour of the Type 23 frigate, 
including the operations room and a Junior Ratings messdeck 
and watched a firefighting demonstration. 

The ship then paid a five day visit to Yarrows at Glasgow to 
cover the launch of her sister ship HMS Sutherland before mov¬ 
ing down the coast to Liverpool, enabling her to renew her affil¬ 
iation with the city of Lancaster - and this time embarking a 
contingent of Morecambe and Preston Sea Cadets for the short 
but stormy trip. 

During the passage north to accompany the Trident subma¬ 
rine HMS Vigilant on her sea trials she paid host to members of 
the House of Commons Defence Select Committee, keen to see 
a Duke Class frigate at first hand. 

• Left: CO of HMS Lancaster Cdr Nick Harland gives up his 
seat to Admiral Kasatonov as the ship leaves Portsmouth. 


FIRST Permanent Joint Headquarters in the UK was for¬ 
mally opened at Northwood, Middlesex, the home of the 
Commander-in-Chief Fleet, by Defence Secretary Michael 
Portillo last month. 


SALUTE at Lord High Admiral’s 
Divisions at Britannia Royal Naval 
College Dartmouth last month 
was taken by The Duke of Kent. 

n n n 

TOP Five Star Award of the 
British Safety Council has 
been awarded to the Naval 
Technical Department at the 
Clyde Submarine Base 

□ n n 

SECOND Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce visited the Fleet 
Air Arm Museum to inspect 
improvements to the popular 
Carrier exhibition. 

n n n 

CHIEF of Air Staff Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Michael Graydon 
had lunch on board HMS 
Leeds Castle during a visit to 
the Falkland Islands. 

□ □ □ 

NATIONAL Maritime Museum 
has been awarded £11.8m from 
the National Lottery towards its 
major new building and gallery 
Neptune Court Project.£371.3(H) 
have also been awarded to the 
Royal Marines Museum.Southsea. 

n n n 

SUBMISSIONS - 250 words 
maximum - for the Desmond 
Wettern Fleet Award for the 
unit that has done most to pro¬ 
ject the Navy’s image should 
be sent to the Fleet PRO at 
Northwood by 1 July. 

□ □ □ 

THE ROYAL Navy Submarine 
Museum and Royal Armouries 
Museum at Fort Nelson have 
started a dual ticket offer giving 
savings of up to 30 per cent. 

□ □ □ 

HMS TEMERAIRE is advertis¬ 
ing a new Sunbooth vertical 
tanning facility at its gymnasi¬ 
um. 


HMS BIRMINGHAM rcdedicated at Portsmouth last month after a 12 
month refit at Devonport and three months of extensive sea trials. 

Representatives of the City of Birmingham and the Type 42 destroyer’s sponsor 
Lady Empson were among the 500 guests, with previous commanding officers 
including Admiral Sir John Kerr and Vice Admiral Sir Patrick Symons. 

The ship will now undergo Basic Operational Sea Training and Joint Maritime 
Course Training before deploying to the Mediterranean later this year as part of the 
Standing Naval Force Mediterranean. 


It brings together the Royal 
Navy, Army and RAF to 
monitor potential trouble 
spots worldwide and make 
contingency plans for opera¬ 
tions. 

PJHQ will also be the centre for 
joint warfare doctrine and proce¬ 
dures, planning joint training, 
establishing joint operational stan¬ 
dards and commanding joint oper¬ 
ations. 

Annual running costs are esti¬ 
mated at £16m with a start up bill 
of £6.7m - about half the initial 
estimate. 

Said Mr Portillo: “There have 
been hard lessons in the past on 
the need to improve planning and 
cooperation between the three 
Armed Services. The PJHQ her¬ 
alds a new chapter in developing 
the Armed Forces’ capability to 
conduct joint operations, on our 
own or with Allies. 

“I’m confident it will make sure 
the Services are properly prepared 
for the operations they are likely 
to be asked to undertake in the 
future.” 

Responsibility 

From 1 August PJHQ will be 
able to take over responsibility for 
current operations in the Middle 
East and former Yugoslavia. 

Before taking over responsibili¬ 
ty for “live” operations, however, 
it will undergo a rigorous period of 
working up and exercises , includ¬ 
ing Exercise Purple Star (see 
P**e)- 

Day-to-day management of the 
Overseas Commands in Cyprus, 
the Falkland Islands. Gibraltar 
and I long Kong are also being del¬ 
egated to PJHQ by MOD Head 
Office, which will concentrate on 
policy formation and strategic 
direction. 


HMS MONMOUTH made an informal visit to her adopted 
namesake town, taking part in a ceremony to unveil a memo¬ 
rial screen in St Mary y s Church to the 680 men who died in 
the sixth HMS Monmouth at the Battle of Coronel in 1914. 

Recently returned from a nine 
month global deployment, the Type 23 
frigate's officers are seen marching 
through the streets with the town’s 
dignitaries. Buglers from the Royal 
Marines Band, Portsmouth played 
Last Post and Reveille. 


IN BRIEF 
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Drafty... The Submarine Service 


Programme 
changes pile 
on pressure 

KEEN Navy News readers may remember that in June last year Drafty’s Corner 
focussed on the introduction of the Submarine Emergency Relief Pool, univer¬ 
sally known as SMERP. 


Eleven months on these 
same readers, and those rat¬ 
ings within the submarine ser¬ 
vice arc entitled to ask “How is 
it going?” The answer at this 
stage is “Not too badly but the 
goalposts have moved!” 

To be fair, there is nothing cer¬ 
tain in this world, least of all sub¬ 
marine programmes. The SMERP 
principle relies on ratings complet¬ 
ing sea drafts on or about the date 
that was published in that draft, 
that is, after 27 months service in 
an SSN or SSBN Gold Crew, or as 
recently agreed by FOSM for 
drafts issued in January 19%. 33 
months for service in a two crewed 
SSBN 

If a rating wants to extend his 
sea draft he can volunteer by C240 
and Drafty may extend his sea 
time, still leaving him with the 
three months SMERP liability for 
up to six months service at sea 
when he has finished his leave after 
sea service. 


However, if the submarine pro¬ 
gramme changes, such as for 
delayed dockings, or update peri¬ 
ods are displaced from base ports 
and the rating does not wish to 
continue his service beyond his 
published estimated relief date, 
then any extended service which 
Drafty imposes on him for service 
reasons eats into SMERP liability 
time. 

Emergency 

Recently drafty has had to 
extend the service of many ratings 
as programmes have changed, 
which has left the SMERP cup¬ 
board bare in a few categories. 

When an emergency relief has 
been required Drafty has resorted 
to other more traditional methods, 
such as moving people from lower 
priority jobs on the sea bill, or very 
occasionally breaking drafting 
notice. But these have been very 
rare events, in most cases the 
SMERP has provided the relief 
required. It looks as though the 


SHIP OF THE 
MONTH 

POSTCARD SUBSCRIPTION 

Build an exciting and 
interesting collection 
of photographs of 
ships of tne Royal 
Navy 



IVturcil.ih.nc HMS IRAI AI OAR 


THE FEATURED VESSEL 
FOR MAY WILL BE HMS 
HURWORTH A 
MINEHUNTER 


NAVY NEWS 
HMS NELSON, 
QUEEN STREET, 
PORTSMOUTH P01 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News 
For orders from outstde the UK 
payment can be made by 
Cheque/lnternational Money 
Order in £ sterling and drawn on 
UK bank. Or for payment by 
Credit Card (UK & Abroad) 
Please use coupon on page 4 


1 year's subscription 

ONLY £10.50 

£ 12.50 Surface Mail Abroat 
or available at 65p each 
(minimum order £1.95) 


CREDIT CARD NEWS 

ESI wFU fH 

The above Credit Cards will be accepled on all Navy News orders OVER £4. Please fill in 
coupon and attach to order. 

Please debit my .card 

My order is attached for. 

Cardholders Name: . 

Cardholders Address: . 

Card Number Amount 


J _: 


" ~r _ 

[ 

Expiry Date 


Cardholders Signature 






Telephone Number 



1 


r v - . / 

y © v/. y 


-r 


SMERP is here to stay, the princi¬ 
ples are sound and the manage¬ 
ment of it is straightforward. 

Do you know what your mini¬ 
mum time ashore ashore (MTA) is, 
appropriate to your rate, and the 
length of service at sea of you cur¬ 
rent draft? If not, your divisional 
officer should be able to tell you. 
The tables of MTA will be included 
in a future amendment to BR 14 
drafting regulations. 

Most branches are not MTA. 
thus allowing both ratings and 
shore employers some reasonable 
continuity ashore. Submarine cate¬ 
gories that currently are at MTA 
are: POMEM(L), CPOMEA(EL), 
CCMEA(EL). LMEM(M), 
LMEM(L), MEM(L). LS(SSM). 
AB(SSM) and STD. 

The Sea Bill 

Work is continuing within the 
2SL/CINCNAVHOME’s depart¬ 
ment to refine the numbers 
required to man the naval service 
in all its forms, ashore and afloat, 
but for the present it is drafty’s 
highest priority task to man the sea 
bill, according to the priorities 
given to him by the latest manning 
priorities list, currently DCI(RN) 
41/96. 

Lots of factors affect his efforts 
to ensure that the man who reach¬ 
es the top of the sea roster goes to 
sea in his correct turn. First there 
are the medically downgraded rat¬ 
ings who for one reason or another 
are not deemed fit for sea service 
in submarines. 

Then there are ratings whom the 
Naval Personal and Family Service 
have recommended to their com¬ 
manding officers that in the inter¬ 
ests of the man and the naval ser¬ 
vice should not go to sea, and the 
CO has agreed. 

Thirdly there are the ratings 
who are so near the end of their 
engagements that too much turbu¬ 
lence would be caused by sending 
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them to sea. Finally there are those 
who cannot be drafted to sea 
because they are near the end of 
their service, or for other reasons, 
would cause undue turbulence in 
the boat. 

Other factors which may have a 
bearing are the shore based essen¬ 
tial billets, which are considered 
vital to be filled to ensure that a 
particular defence objective is met. 
and shore billets with a continuity 
marker on the scheme of comple¬ 
ment. 


These latter are billets which the 
Director of Naval Manning has 
approved as being necessary to be 
filled by only one rating for a mini¬ 
mum period, to allow for invest¬ 
ment in on-the-job training and 
skill acquisition to be properly 
utilised. 

The length can he anything from 
one to three years. The only reason 
that would cause Drafty to pull 
someone out of a continuity billet 
at less than the stipulated time in 
post would be to avoid breaking 
someone else*s MTA. So minimum 



time ashore has priority over conti¬ 
nuity. 

Complements 

Have you ever seen the one you 
are on? Probably not, and in any 
case there is nothing you can do 
about it! But you know a man who 
can. your head of department. If 
the scheme of complement does 
not accurately reflect the require¬ 
ments that your command place on 
you, then Drafty does not have 
much hope of getting it right in 
drafting the most appropriately 
trained and qualified man into the 
billet. 

Points that are frequently not 
understood include length of 
turnover, which is two days for 
junior rates and four days for 
senior rates (BR 14 Article 0507) 
unless there is a specific turnover 
time allocated on tne SOC. 

Longer turnovers require specif¬ 
ic complementing action. The sum¬ 
mation of some Adquals causes 
Drafty some problems too - 
demands such as Swiftsure, 
Trafalgar and Vanguard class expe¬ 
rience all required arc just unreal¬ 
istic. 

Ashore Drafty will try to match 
what he has available with the 
requirements of the billet, but the 
onus is on the shore employer to 
provide the joiner with the neces¬ 
sary Adquals (BR14 Article 
0501.2b) after he has joined. 

The Tank 

Finally the SETT is always look¬ 
ing for more volunteers. So if you 
are a Portsmouth preferee, fancy 
the waterwork and parachuting 
into the sea, why not volunteer on 
a C240. Oh yes. and don't forget 
the extra £7.90 a day SETT pay! 


Chiddingfold’s double whammy 


HMS CHIDDINGFOLD has won the GEC Marconi 
Minewarfare Efficiency Trophy just a few weeks after being 
awarded the Redifon Communication Trophy. 

The award follows nominations by Commander MCM1 and 
MCM2, the first time one ship has been proposed by two 
Squadron Commanders. 

The citation read: ‘The ship displayed the highest standards of 
MCM effectiveness both to the RN surface flotilla and to our NATO 
and European allies." 

It is the culmination of a busy year which involved five major 
operations and exercises during which the ships company 
showed initiative and flare for the ever changing task in hand. 

Appalling weather 

During exercise Strong Resolve in February and March the ship 
moved to Norway and as standby OTC, ensured the smooth run¬ 
ning of a rapidly changing programme in appalling weather con¬ 
ditions. 

Chiddingfold also took part in exercise Blue Harrier in April and 
May and recovered 25 mines in an 18-hour period before moving 
on to JMC in May and June where she again proved her effective¬ 
ness in a multi-threat environment. 

The ship has proposed a number of changes in MCM proce¬ 
dures and equipment, especially in low visibility and leadthrough 
operations. 

The ship is taking part in Exercise Purple Star (see back page) 
and Marcot in the USA and Canada and returns to the UK in July. 



Commodore MFP Christopher Ellison presents the Marconi tro¬ 
phy to Lt Cdr William Scarth, CO of HMS Chiddingfold. 
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Facts & 
figures 

Pennant no: M39. Builder: 
Vosper Thornycroft. Commis¬ 
sioned: July 19, 1985. 

Displacement: 750 tonnes. 
Length: 60m. Beam: 10m. 
Draught: 3.3m. Machinery: 3 x 
Paxman Deltic Diesel (two 
shafts), 3 x Rolls-Royce gener¬ 
ators, 1 x bow thruster. Speed: 
15 knots diesels; 8 hydraulic 
drive. Range: 1,500 miles at 12 
knots. Ship s company: 45 (five 
officers, two officers under 
training, nine senior rates, 29 
junior rates). Guns: 1 x 30mm 
BMARC (650 rounds per 
minute); 2 x 7.62mm GPMG 
(Gulf fit adds 2 x 20mm 
BMARC). Radar: navigation, 
Kelvin Hughes Type 1006. 
Sonar: Plessey Type 193M 
minehunting sonar, mine avoid¬ 
ance sonar, Type 2059 RCMDV 
tracking sonar. 

—Battle- 

Honours 

Atlantic 1941 
Libya 1942 
Mediterranean 1942 
Sirte 1942 
Malta Convoys 1942 
Sicily 1943 
Aegean 1943 
Kuwait 1991 


KNOW HURWORTH 



HMS HURWORTH has embarked on a year’s fishery protection duties for the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, but throughout the period she will maintain her mine 
countermeasures capability. The vessel spent February in dry dock carrying out hull 
maintenance and preparing for transfer to the fishery protection role, when a false deck 
was installed for the 4.7-metre Sea Rider rigid inflatable boat used for boardings. 


Hurworth will patrol the 
country’s 12-mile inshore fish¬ 
ing limits, boarding vessels of 
all nationalities fishing in 
British waters to ensure com¬ 
pliance with British and Euro¬ 
pean Community fishing laws. 

She will also offer emergency 
assistance as required. Such a call 
came during her first patrol last 
month when she went alongside 
the Croatian vessel Alfa America 
after two crewmen had been over¬ 
come by fumes in a waste hold. 

Hurworth sent across a boarding 
party with breathing apparatus and 
fans to assist rescuers. Sadly, the 
crewmen died in the accideni. 

Before going into dry dock the 
ship’s company had undergone a 
period of general training, includ¬ 
ing minesweeping, minehunting 
and gunnery' firing. A sea day was 
held for fishermen and M AFF offi¬ 
cials to foster links and greater 
understanding with the fishing 
industry. 

Skaggerak 

If this year promises to be busy 
for the ship, so was 1995. when 
Hurworth spent over 2.200 hours 
at sea, covering 19,500 nautical 
miles. Tasks included MCM On 
Call Force duties, exercises with 
other NATO vessels in Brittany, 
Portugal and Mallorca, Exercise 
Bright Horizon in the Baltic and 
operating in the difficult condi¬ 
tions of the Skaggerak. 

Her stopovers included Varna in 
Bulgaria - first time in the Black 
Sea for RN MCM forces since the 
Second World War - Istanbul and 
Gothenburg. She also paid a visit 
to her affiliated village of 
Hurworth, near Darlington. 

She participated in Joint 
Maritime Course 953, which 
included a mine explosion simula¬ 
tion in the Forth. 

During this period Hurworth 
hosted four members of the 
United States Navy MCM force as 
part of a continuing exchange, and 
a member of her ship’s company 


flew to Corpus Christi, Texas, 
under the same scheme. 

HMS Hurworth is the tenth of 
13 Hunt-class mine countermea¬ 
sures vessels, the largest vessels in 
the world to date to be built of 
glass reinforced plastic. The mate¬ 
rial, which is strong enough to 
withstand the explosive shocks 
likely to be encountered in MCM 
activity, reduces to a minimum the 
ships’ magnetic signature. 

Minimised 

The magnetic effect of all 
machinery and stores within Hur¬ 
worth and her sister vessels has 
been scrupulously measured and 
annulled. The ships’ noise signa¬ 
ture has been minimised by tuning 
and matching all the main machin¬ 
ery and taking great care with all 
resilient mountings. 

The class is unique in the RN for 
its dual functions of sweeping and 
hunting in one hull: Hurworth can 
destroy mines by sweeping them 
with towed wire and influence 
sweeps, and can hunt them using 
high definition sonar. 

Once located the mines can be 
destroyed by explosives placed 
either by the remote controlled 
mine disposal system (RCMDS) or 
by divers. 

Hurworth also has a 30mm gun 
and general purpose machine 
uns, which offer defence against 
ostile aircraft and allow her to act 
as a patrol craft. 

She is powered by two Deltic 
diesel engines driving fixed pitch 
propellers through ahead/astern 
clutches and reverse reduction 
gearboxes. 

Transmission 

To facilitate the slow running 
necessary for mine warfare a third 
Deltic provides power via hydro¬ 
static transmission systems, air 
clutches and main gearboxes. A 
hydraulic bow thruster overcomes 
problems of manoevring at slow 
speeds and does away with the 
requirement for the activated rud¬ 


der system found in conventional 
sweepers and hunters. 

Built by Vosper Thornycroft, 
Hurworth was launched on 
September 25, 1984 by Lady 
Hallifax, wife of the then Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander 
Atlantic. 

Since commissioning in July 
1985 the ship has served in many 
theatres and taken part in both 
recent Arabian Gulf operations - 
the successful clearance of moored 
mines in 1987 and the 1990/91 Gulf 
War. for which she earned a Battle 
Honour to add to the seven won by 
her World War II predecessor. 

The first HMS Hurworth was a 
Type II Hunt-class escort destroyer 
commissioned in September 1941. 
She joined the 5th Destroyer 
Flotilla at Alexandria early the fol¬ 
lowing year and covered her sister 
ship. HMS Farndale. damaged by 
bombers off Mersa Matruh. 

Throughout 1942 she escorted 
convoys to Malta and Tobruk, and 
played a part in the destruction of 
two U-boats. She also provided 
gunfire support to the Eighth 
Army and undertook local patrols 
and escort duties in the Lavant. 

Covoys 

In November she was one of the 
close escort ships for the convoy 
which marked the end of the siege 
of Malta and for the next seven 
months continued Malta escort 
duties, making two runs per month 
in each direction. 

As leader of the 22nd Destroyer 
Flotilla she escorted one of the 
assault groups in the invasion of 
Sicily in July 1943 and was later 
deployed to the Aegean for the 
Dodecanese operation. 

While covering the delivery of 
stores to Leros, she and the Greek- 
manned HMS Adrias ran into a 
newly-laid minefield. 

Adrias, her bows blown off. 
managed to beach in Turkish 
waters, but Hurworth broke in two 
and sank rapidly. Eighty-five of her 
ship's company - half the total - 
were rescued and taken to Turkey. 



Natocars will provide 
you with the safest route to 
your nexMiwality used car. 
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Letters 



Cool kids who 


and a pub 
for VCs 


IT WAS nice to sec the RNA and 
other Naval groups in Belfast pay¬ 
ing their respects to the late James 
Magennis and the letters in local 
newspapers concerning a memori¬ 
al plaque being erected on his 
behalf. 

But I would request them all to 
reconsider their views on a perma¬ 
nent memorial to this little sub¬ 
mariner who brought both sec¬ 
tions of the sectarian divide 
together when he returned to the 
city in 1945 with a Victoria Cross. 

After all, Newtownards, a small 
town close by. is erecting a £20,(MX) 
statue to their own hero, a DSO 
winner. - G.Fleming, Belfast. 

THE PIECE in March Navy 
News about past and present 
HMS Heclas mentioned Charles 
Lucas, the first Naval VC , and 
Arthur K.Wilson who won the VC 
in 1883 in a land battle. 

Here in Sandy a local pub - pre¬ 
viously “The Lord Nelson” - has 
just been renamed to honour ('apt 
Sir William Peel, the second Naval 
VC\ 

Peel, a local man (his home is 
now the HO of the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds) was 
awarded the VC for his bravery 
when in command of a Naval 
Brigade at the siege of Sebastopol 
in October 1854. 

Like Lucas, he dealt with a live 
shell, throwing it over the parapet 
of the battery he was defending. 

Later, at the Battle of 
Inkerman. he defended the 
colours of the Grenadier Guards 
and in June 1855 he led an assault 
on a Russian fort. 

The sign of the pub is a portrait 
of Peel based on the painting by 
John Lucas at Greenwich. - 
R.Thomson, Sandy, Beds. 


ran away to 

Antarctica 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent's name and address , 
not necessarily for publi¬ 
cation. 


BEING a former RN man 
and a regular reader of 
Navy News for many years, 
I have been taking special 
interest in the articles con¬ 
cerning HMS Endurance - 
especially since my father, 
Percy Blackborow, stowed 
away on the original 
Endurance during the 1914- 
17 Antarctic expedition led 
by Sir Ernest Shackleton. 

Mv father attempted to join 
the Endurance legally hut was 
told he was too young at 17. 

He told me he took the photo¬ 
graph of the crushed Endurance 
in your March edition after Frank 
Hurley set up the camera - in fact 
the reason my father only appears 
in a few of the shots that survived 
is because he was often delegated 
to release the shutter. 

My son has recently bought me 
the photograph entitled 
Midwinter Dinner', showing my 
father standing and serving the 
crew. 

He was helped by a man named 
William Bakewell who was his 
shipmate when they were ship¬ 
wrecked in The Golden Gate. Mr 
Bakewell and his daughter visited 
us iii the mul 1960s ana we are still 
in touch with the family. - 



J.W.Biackborow, 

Gwent 


Rhiwderim, 


Jr 


:: 
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MY HUSBAND'S father was 
always proud of his connections 
with the Antarctic ship Discovery, 
which he met up with in Lyttleton 
Harbour, New Zealand in 1900 
when he was serving in HMS 
Archer. 

Herheri Whipn ran iwav from 
home three I lines as a youngster to 
|om the Navy, was twice sent home 
as being under age and was accept¬ 
ed the third time 

He went on to serve in the South 
Seas. Australia. New Zealand and 


• HMS Archer, Lyttleton 
Harbour, New Zealand, 1900 
and (inset) Herbert Whipp pho¬ 
tographed in the same year. 

the Antarctic and was awarded the 
Royal Humane Society's diploma 
for bravery for diving into Sydney 
Harbour fully clothed to save a 
man from drowning. 

Returning home to 
Barnoldswick after his naval ser¬ 
vice he married and became a local 
manufacturer. He rejoined the RN 
when war broke out in 1914 and 
was stationed at Aberdeen. 

My husband, now 85. remem¬ 
bers how as a very small boy he 
himself ran away through the 
streets of the town to the docks 
where a sailor on his dad’s ship 
recognised him, took him on board 
and put him under a tarpaulin with 
a bag of pea pods to keep him 
occupied. 

But the ship was just sailing into 
the North Sea searching for 
German torpedoes. His dad didn’t 
know he was on board until she 
arrived back at the docks where a 
very anxious family was searching 
for him. 

In 1939 Grandad tried to get 
into the RN again but being too 
old had to end his career as 
Assistant Food Officer in 
Barnoldswick. When he died in 
1957 the local paper reported that 
it was from such stock that 
England gained her greatness. - 
E. A. Whipp, Barnoldswick. Lancs. 


Who shot 
Nelson? 
It’s still a 
mystery 


WE ARE TOLD in Naval history that Nelson was shot from 
the mizzen-top of the Redoubtable at a range of not more than 
15 yards. 



What happened to the man who 
shot him? - J.Clarke, Klerksdorp, 
South Africa. 

In his memoir The Death of 
Nelson, William Beatty, the sur¬ 
geon who attended him, noted 
that in the period of the battle 
during which Nelson received his 
mortal wound “ scarcely a person 
in the Victory escaped unhurt 
who was exposed to the Enemy 's 
musketry ". By the end of it half 
the Redoubtable's ship's compa¬ 
ny had been killed and most of 
the rest wounded. 

No-one knows the name of the 
marksman in question but it is 
more than likely that he. too, per 
ished. A seaman named Pollard 
claimed to be “Nelson's avenger' 
but, the RN Museum tells us, 
many stories later circulated and 
it is impossible to know the truth. 
One version has the marksman 
immediately singled out for 
destruction - though since the 
Redoubtable's tops were crowd¬ 
ed with sharpshooters it is unlike¬ 
ly he could have been identified - 
while another claims that all 
those in the area from which the 
shot was fired were eliminated. 

A French version has him sur¬ 
vive the battle and live to a ripe 
old age - in which case, why do 
we not know his name? 

As with so many great men 
who fall to a bullet, the identity of 
Nelson's assailant is likely to 
remain a mystery. - Ed. 

Grasping 
the Nettle 

THE FOUNDATION to Preserve 
Steamships here in Holland has 
acquired the torpedo recovery’ 
vessel HMS Elfin and we would 
like to hear from any of your read¬ 
ers who served in her or who have 
information about her. 

She was built in 1933 by 
J.Samuel White of Cowes and we 
hope to restore this former RN 
ship to her former glory. 

She was renamed HMS Nettle 
in 1941 when she served as a sub¬ 
marine tender to the 3rd. 5th and 
7th submarine flotillas at the 
submarine base HMS Elfin, Blyth. 


Please write to Stichting tot 
Behoud van het Stoomschip (HMS 
Elfin), p/a Arnoud Boom, 
Vijfpootveld 22, 1541PT Koog a/d 
Zaan, The Netherlands. 

Drop the 
dead duke 

THE SHIPS Naming Committee 
has for reasons best known to itself 
decided that the last three Type 23 
frigates ordered in February will 
be named Kent, St Albans and 
Portland. 

Although all 16 ships have been 
named after Dukes of the Realm, 
two, Monmouth and Portland, 
have been given the names of 
extinct dukedoms. 

An opportunity has been lost in 
perpetuating such names as 
Devonshire, Rothesay and Fife, all 
historic ships’ names and also 
extant dukedoms. - C.J.A.Cope, 
Thame. 


Carpets of 
snow at 
Royal 
Arthur 


“SKEGNESS Is so brac¬ 
ing” - It certainly was 
when the Butlins Camp 
there became HMS Royal 
Arthur, an induction train¬ 
ing camp for the RN dur¬ 
ing World War II. 

I wonder how many 
PTIs have had to work in 
the sort of conditions we 
had? Before we could 
start our day’s work we 
had to sweep the snow 
out of the gymnasium on 
many a morning - as on 
this one, sometime in 
April 1940. - T.F.Whaite, 
Broadstone, Dorset. 
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Letters 


• HMS Daedalus Maintenance Group, 1919 - 
ghost that got into the picture. 


and the 




Daedalus shows its team spirit... 


I READ with interest your article on Daedalus in which you 
described the early days from 1917 to the Armistice. 

Mention was made of 31 staff officers, 95 pupils and 550 men - 
but no reference to any Wrens. There were in fact about 20 WRNS 
in Daedalus at the time, mainly employed as secretaries and dri¬ 
vers. 

One of these, an ex driver, is a neighbour of mine, Mrs Bobbie 
Capel, who celebrated her 97th birthday last month. She married 
one of the RFC pilots, Fit Lt H.M.Moody, MC, who was sadly killed 


in a flying accident, and later married another pilot who eventual¬ 
ly retired as Air Vice Marshal A.J.Capel, DSO, DFC, later High 
Sheriff of Somerset. 

She appears in the second row, fourth from the right in this pho¬ 
tograph of the Daedalus Maintenance Group, taken in the 
Transport Yard in 1919. 

About a week before it was taken, one of the maintenance team 
was killed in an accident on the base. When copies of the picture 
were distributed, the group was shocked to see the umistakable 


face of the dead man looking over the left shoulder of the man 
wearing a white cap in the back row, fourth from the left. 

This area was enlarged and all agreed at the time that it was him 
- while everyone else is wearing a cap, he is bare-headed. 

The photograph has been the subject of a TV documentary in 
Australia. I wonder if any of your readers know anything about this 
unexplained phenomenon. - J.Roberts, Taunton. 

• If it is a fake, it was done in appallingly bad taste! Can anyone sup¬ 
ply any further details? - Ed 


Learner 

bikers 

deadline 

MOD Police are advising 
learner motorcyclists to 
take note of new legisla¬ 
tion which comes into 
force on July 1. 

Anyone riding bikes 
under 125cc on L plates 
or full car licences since 
before 1990 must under- 

? o compulsory Basic 
raining and take the test 
before that date or risk 
breaking the law. 

“Average waiting times 
for a test range from 
seven to 11 weeks so 
people should contact 
their nearest Training 
Centre as soon as possi¬ 
ble” warns Sgt John 
Shears at HM Naval Base 
Portsmouth. 


Core hospital 
gets high-tech 
care unit 


ARMED Forces Minister Nicholas Soames visited RN Hospital 
Haslar last month to mark its move to becoming the single Joint 
Service core hospital. 


Earlier, a new high-tech inten¬ 
sive care unit - one of the most 
advanced in the country -was 
unveiled there by the Surgeon 
General. Surg Vice-Admiral 
Revell. 

The unit will provide intensive 
care and high-dependency care for 
servicemen and women of all three 
services, including patients evacu¬ 
ated from abroad, and will also 
serve the general public in 
Gosport, Fareham and South East 
Hampshire. 

A dedicated laboratory allows 
rapid analysis of samples and there 


is a fully self-contained isolation 
cabin. Vital power lines and med¬ 
ical gas pines are routed direct to 
the bedside through booms sus¬ 
pended from the ceiling, thus 
avoiding trailing wire and other 
hazards. 

Specifications for a specialised 
trolley unit designed by Haslar 
staff have been taken by a compa¬ 
ny which intends to produce it 
commercially as the ‘Haslar 
Mobile’. 

• Lt Susan Fletcher plugs 
patient’ LNN Steve Kirby into 
Haslar’s new Intensive Care Unit. 




BRITISH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICE MEN S ASSOCIATION 


ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR HELP? 

BLESMA is a National Charity specifically 
for limbless Ex-Service men and women. 

The Association also accepts responsibility 
for the dependants of its members and, in 
particular, their widows. 

BLESMA wants to help 5,000 more eligible 
men and women. The Association promotes 
the welfare of men or women who have lost 
a limb or limbs or one or both eyes as a 
result of service in any branch of Her 
Majesty’s Forces or Auxiliary Forces 
and to assist needy dependants of such 
Service limbless. 

BLESMA CAN HELP: 

Provide permanent residential and convalescent holiday accommodation through its two 
nursing and residential Homes at Blackpool and Crieff in Perthshire. 

Provide financial assistance to Members and Widows in the form of Grants. 

Assist in finding suitable employment for Amputees. 

Furnish advice on Pensions, Allowances, makes representation to Government Departments 
on individual entitlements and, where necessary, represent Members and their dependants 
at Pensions Appeal Tribunals. 

A LEGACY MEANS A LOT 
TO THE LIMBLESS 

Help the disabled by helping BLESMA with a donation now and a legacy in 
the future. We promise you that not one penny will be wasted. 

For further information contact: 

HQ BLESMA, Dept. NN, 

Frankland Moore House, 

185-187 High Road, 

Chadweli Heath, Romford, 

Essex RM6 6NA 

Telephone: 0181 590 1124 Fax: 0181 599 2932 
Registered as a Charity under the Charities Act. 1960. No. 207621 
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LOADED DECK 
FOR CARRIER 


INCLUDING two new B13s - those who 
have just received notification of their 
advancement to petty officer - there are 
now six Petty Officer Aircraft Handlers 
serving on board HMS Illustrious. 

From left to right they are PO(AH)s Ian 


Tagg, Kev Arnold, Terry Gill, Charlie 
Vickers, Ginge Clifford and Phil Norris. Kev 
is serving with 820 Naval Air Squadron and 
Charlie with 801, while the others are on full 
time drafts to the Illustrious 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Artie Shaw 


Lt Cdr Wally Brock (right) and his successor, ex-WO David Watts. 

WATTS NEW 

FIFTY years’ association with the Royal Navy came to an end 
for Lt Cdr Wally Brock when he retired as general manager of the 
Portsmouth Royal Sailors’ Home Club and handed over to his 
successor, ex-WO David Watts. 


Wally came to the club in 1982 
at the end of his active RN career, 
and during his 14 years there over¬ 
saw some radical changes. During 
the period £1.7 million has been 
spent on improvements. 

Today, the majority of the club’s 
accommodation is en suite, and 
facilities include a 70-seat restau¬ 
rant, galleried ballroom and a fine 
leisure complex, including swim¬ 
ming pool, sauna and gymnasium. 

Wally paid tribute to the grant 
funding committee of King 
George’s Fund for Sailors, the Tot 
Fund, and the China Fleet Club in 


Hong Kong for their donations in 
the mid 1980s. 

He said an undoubted highlight 
of his years at the club was the visit 
of the Queen, its patron, in 1986. 

David Watts, wno has previouslv 
managed the China Fleet Club 
and Aberdeen Boat Club in Hong 
Kong, said, “The Home Club now 
has the infrastructure firmly in 
place to carry it forward into the 
next millenium and I am commit¬ 
ted to continue to improve the 
facilities and standards of service 
that have been established by my 
predecessor.” 


Rescuer who 

held woman 

afloat for 15 
minutes wins 
reco g nition 



AB SURVEY Recorder Scott 
Holden (above) showed great 
determination in his rescue of 
an unconscious young woman 
spotted in the sea off Slip 
Jetty, Devonport. 

He supported her in the cold 
water for more than 15 minutes, 
ensuring her airway remained 
clear, until an MOD Police launch 
reached the pair and pulled them 
to safety. The patient was then 
taken by ambulance to Derriford 
Hospital, Plymouth. 

Scott, who suffered hypother¬ 
mia as a result of his unscheduled, 
winter sea plunge, has received a 
commendation from Flag Officer 
Plymouth. It was presented to him 
on board his ship, HMS Hecla, by 
Capt Hugh May, Captain 
Hydrographic Flotilla. 


COMBAT STRESS 



From earlier wars we had Shell Shock'. Today they call it 'Combat Stress' What 
'poral Alar /oung saw and heard in Sarajevo left him cowering in a corner. And he 

can't l< * ■•. oom 

For n a .veterans, not just from Bosnia but from the Falklands. Korea, and 
specially rhe Second World War, the story is the same Combat Stress' can shatter 
a life forever. 

Today Alan is looked after by the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society. With over 
- 000 men and women to care for and who knows how many more, we need every 
oenny you can spare. Psychiatric care, nursing and the management of our homes 
costs money that will only come from people like you. people who 
care about those who gave more than they could spare 
Please do help. We have need of every penny urgently. 

They tried to give more than they could. 
Please give as much as you can. 

To protect (hose concerned this s an amalgam ol case histones m our c are 

EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Dept.NNS Broadway Houae. The Broadway. Wimbledon SW19 1RL Telephone: 0181-543 6333 



I |—| Please find enclosed my donation for £50/£20/£lO/£5/£_ 
I—I or charge my Access/Visa/Charitycard No 

I i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i; 


Reg enemy No 206002 
Expiry date of card 


__ Please send me further details about the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society 

Name (BLOCK LETTERS)_ 

Address_ 


I 

Data Protection Act we may occesoneHy mth to contact you win news o* our wo* if you would prefer 
j tha t we do not please tick the box Q] 


. Signature, 


j 



KEEP UP THE 
GOOD WORK 
ON UPKEEP 


LMEM(M) Dean Dryhurst 
(above), who maintains the 
generators on board the Hunt- 
class mine countermeasures 
vessel HMS Hurworth, has 
collected the Rolls-Royce 
Spirit of Ecstasy Trophy. It was 
awarded to the ship for the out¬ 
standing condition of her three 
FD 12 diesel generators, which 
provide her power when at sea. 


fraternity 


Yachting 


BETWEEN them, mem¬ 
bers of the MEMs’ Upper 
Mess of HMY Britannia 
have clocked up 183 years 
of service, collecting 31 
Good Conduct Badges, six 
Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medals and one 
Royal Victorian Medal 
(awarded for loyal service 
to the Queen) along the 
way. 

The average length of ser¬ 
vice for each individual is 15 
years and that must surely be 
a record - especially in a 
junior rates mess! 

This group photograph was 
taken at the control position 
in the Royal Yacht’s engine 
room. 


Picture: LA(PHOT) Dave Hunt 
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Grab and run made easy 


GET A handle on the 
problem and you’re hall¬ 
way to solving it... or all 
the way in the case of 
CPO Michael Sherry. 

Michael learnt that the air- 
transportable fire extinguish¬ 
er used by the military was 
difficult to manoeuvre over 
rough ground - its wheels 
kept catching at the heels of 
the firemen pulling it. 

So he devised new handles 
for the appliance, and they 
have overcome the difficulty. 

Now firemen throughout 
the Services can rush into 
action unhindered and 
Michael can think instead 
about how to spent the £250 
he was awarded from the 
Herbert Lott Naval Invention 
Trust Fund. 

Left: Capt John Harvey, 
Captain of HMS Osprey, cor¬ 
rectly identifies the new, 
improved handle designed by 
Michael Sherry (right). 


OU clever lot 

NEW Open University graduates 
with a Royal Navy / Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary connection arc listed. 
The letter (H) designates a degree 
with Honours and (O) an open 
degree. Lt Cdr George Bent BSc 
(O), Cdr Simon Bevan MBA, Lt 
Phillip Bissett BSc (O), Cdr Trevor 
Blakeley BA (O), Mr Michael 
Browne BSc (H), Lt Paul Cooling 
BSc (H), 2/0 Geoffrey Corbyn 
RFA BSc (O), CCPO Michael 
Fitton BSc (O), WO Mark 
Garrett BSc (H), Lt Cdr Michael 
Hadley BSc (H), CPO John Henry 
BSc (O), PO Jeremy Johnson BSc 
(O). Mr Peter Lawrence BA (O), 
WO James Matthews BSc (O), 
CPO Stephen Micklewright BSc 
(H), CPO Martin Parkinson BSc 
(H). Bandmaster John Payne RM 
BA (H). Mr Adrian Phillips BSc 
(O). Mr Tonv Radlev BSc (H), 
S/Lt Derrick Rcndcll BSc (H). Mr 
Philip Richards MOD BSc (O). 
CCPO Paul Spray BSc (O), Lt Ian 
Swift MBA. Lt Cdr Matthew 
Thomas BSc (H), Lt Robert 
Turner BSc (O), I/O David 
Wardell RFA BSc (H), CPO Ian 
Holmes BA (H) and Mr 
Christopher Skinn BA (H). 



Watch your ste p Jeffrey! 



S/Lt Roger Hyland, S/Lt Richard Metcalf, Lt JeffreyGutteridge and Lt Graham Wooding, dedicated 
practitioners of sequence advancing, going great guns at HMS Collingwood. 


SINCE serving together as 
petty officers at HMS Dryad’s 
Fraser Gunnery Range in 
1982, the Service and private 
lives of four friends have taken 
to following one another in 
strict sequence... 

The quartet have never served 
together since, hut they kept in 
touch and met up briefly as each 
married. However, all came 
together at a wardroom dance at 
HMS Collingwood and the) were 
able to map out the strange pro¬ 
gression which has begun to 
emerge. 


Promotion 

First of the foursome. Lt Jeffrey 
Gutteridge, married in 1982 and 
won his commission in 1987. The 
marriage and promotion dates of 
the others followed in order: Lt 
Graham Wooding 1984 and 1990, 
S/Lt Roger Hyland 1985 and 1993, 
and S/Lt Richard Metcalf 1985 
and 1994. 

Jeff is currently Application 
Training Staff Officer and Graham 
the 42 Platform Weapon Section 
Officer, both at HMS Colling¬ 
wood. Roger is appointed to HMS 
Glasgow as Action Data Officer 
and Richard is on a course at 
HMS Collingwood. 

It goes without saying that Jeff’s 
friends wish him a long and suc¬ 
cessful life - and a big win on the 
National Lottery'. 



FOSM Rear Admiral James Perowne and OS Peter Niblett 

THAT’LL TEACH 
HIM TO SHINE 


AWAY on two consecutive patrols in the ballistic missile 
submarine HMS Vanguard, OS Peter Niblett was unable to 
accept in person a prestigious award at the annual dinner 
of the Submarine Old Comrades Association. 


He had to wait until the end 
of the second patrol to collect 
the award from Flag Officer 
Submarines, Rear Admiral 
James Perowne. 

The prize, the Irving 
Chapman Memorial Award, is 
presented annually to the most 
promising non-engineering 
junior rate passing through the 
Submarine School on the foun¬ 
dation training course (Part 1). 

Peter s progress and kee- 
ness proved to have a double 


edge - so successfully did he 
complete the course that he 
was immediately posted to 
operate sonar units on board 
HMS Vanguard, sailing with the 
starboard crew. 

On his return he was formal¬ 
ly posted a full member of the 
port crew and consequently 
sailed on the next patrol, too. 

A keen sportsman, Peter 
enjoys weight training and 
playing squash in his spare 
time. What spare time? 



BUYING A NEW CAR? 
Make it a Peugeot 

Special Forces discount of up to £2,000 

available on whole Peugeot range at 

Rangers TMS Ltd 

We at RANGERS TMS LTD (a Peugeot main dealership) operate a scheme 
entitled Personal Home Use for the purchase of Tax Paid Peugeot cars. To 
qualify for this scheme you need to be a serving member of HM Forces. We 
provioe a comprehensive range of services to our customers, including: 

A convenient and generous trade-in facility 
Finance at Competitive Rates Car Insurance 

Rangers TMS Ltd 

Bulford Road, Durrington, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 8DL 
Telephone: (01980) 653434 Fax: (01980) 654256 



FRESH FLOWERS SENT DAILY 


Dusty Pink Roses, 
Pink Carnations 


Yellow Roses, 
Yellow Carnations 

Freesias/Fern 


Freesias/Fern 

(30 Flowers) 


(30 flowers) 

ONLY £17.50 


£17.50 


xS 


12 ROSES Red /Pink/Yellow /Gold (large).£13.85 

24 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow/Gold (large).£18.50 

12 CAR.\ATIOMS Red /Pink/Mixed .£12.50 

40 FREESIA Mixed with fern.£14.75 

BOUQUET Special mixed 50 flowers plus fern.£22.50 

BOUQUET Carnations. Freesias/Fems (30 flowers).£16.50 

BOUQUET Spray Carnations, Freesias/Fem (20 flowers).. £11.50 

A selection of beautiful hand made M Cuddlies M 
British Safety Standard .Sent to all BKPO addresses 
Prices + order forms available upon request 
All prices include PP and VAT 
SB: Peak period — flowers may be used from other sources 

VISA/ACCESS/AM EXP CARDS ACCEPTED (inc Expiry Date) 
Please make cheque or PO payable to: 

JOY’S ROSES AND TOYS, Flamingo, Has 
Capelles, St Sampson, Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB 
Telephone (01481) 46708 Fax: (01481) 43406 J 
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Get Wise on DCIs 



Fire and flood 
are found fast 
under control 


NUMBI-R of fires reported each year has been about the same in recent times, the figure 


for 1995 being 94. 

Surfing - 
a contest 
to internet 
standards 

RN WINDSURFING 
Championships will be 
held at RN Air Station 
Portland on 22/23 June. 

Although a high stan¬ 
dard of racing is normal 
at this event it is intended 
for all comers and those 
new to racing will be wel¬ 
come. 

Entry is open at all RN, 
RM and QARNNS person¬ 
nel (including reserves), 
MOD civilians and depen¬ 
dants. 

For details of classes 
and entry regulations tel 
Lt S.H. Kingsbury on 
01705 334042. 

- DCI RN 72/96 


As with floods, it is noted 
that most have been dealt with 
quickly and effectively, 
although since defective sys¬ 
tems are once again the prime 
cause of the latter there 
remains the need to identify 
defects earlier. 

There were serious fires in 
HMS Cornwall, Southampton. 
Montrose and Fearless with one 
serious flood being reported from 
HMS Cumberland. 

Of 1995s fires. 75 occurred in 
ships, ten in submarines and 12 in 
RPAs, nearly half of them at sea. 
A total of 17 floods were logged, 
all hut two minor ones. 

Of the total number of fires. 12 
were attended by the local author¬ 
ity Fire Brigade, all but 11 being 
assessed as small. 

- DCI RN 66/96 

URNUS go 
to college 

DETAILS are given of the transfer 
of responsibility for support and 
administration of the fourteen 


University Royal Naval Units to 
BRNC Dartmouth, announced 
last year. 

From April 1 this has passed 
down from the Director Naval 
Reserves, who retains responsibili¬ 
ty under FOTR for policy on dis¬ 
position of units, their composi¬ 
tion and conditions of service. 

- DCI RN 70/96 

Instructors 
move on 

WITH THE disbanding of the 
Instructor Branch. career 
arrangements for all Instructor 
Officers serving in the Royal Navy 
beyond 6 July are given. 

After that date, they will be cate¬ 
gorised as follows: 

• X-Mctoc Officers with in¬ 
date meteorological and oceano¬ 
graphic skills arc widely employ¬ 
able in Metoc appointments, a dis¬ 
tinction being made between X- 
Metocs, who are Instructor 
Officers, and X(HM)s. who will 
either be crosstrained or newly 
recuited Seaman Officers. 



• Engineer (Information 
Systems) (E(IS)) Officers with in¬ 
date Information Systems skills 
who have the requisite experience 
to fill appointments in the IS area 
at the appropriate rank. 

• Engineer (Training 
Management) (E(TM)) All other 
Instructor Officers including those 
with Specialist Training 
Management qualifications and 
experience and experience in 
Training Execution and/or 
Education and Resettlement. 

A final Branch Dinner will be 
held on June 21, followed by a 
Ceremony of Valediction on July 4 
and a cocktail party on July 5. 

- DCI RN 65/96 

Personality 

matters 

GROUNDS on which nomina¬ 
tions for officers’ appointments 
can be turned down are set out in 
the light of the “very tight’’ man¬ 


power environment caused by 
recent cuts. 

Essentially, these amount to 
circumstances in which there has 
been a previous personality clash 
between the proposed appointee 
and the senior officer involved or 
where the officer nominated clear¬ 
ly does not meet the requirements 
of the post. 

Other reasons, such as the fact 
that an officer is overzone for pro¬ 
motion, will rarely count against 
him/her and may result in a gap 
until the appointer can make 
another suitably qualified officer 
available. 

Employing officers should bear 
in mind that it is the responsibility 
of the Naval Secretary to ensure 
that each unit has an appropriate 
spread of officer talent. 

It is recognised that some 
appointments make particular 
demands on certain personal qual¬ 
ities. however. 

So special nomination arrange¬ 
ments will still be made for 
appointments to the Royal 


Household, HMY Britannia, the 
Cabinet Office, Ministers’ offices 
and a number of Flag 
Lieutenant/Military Assistant 
posts. 

- DCI Gen 64/96 

Notable 

success 

THE 1996 SHADWELL 
Testimonial Prize will be awarded 
on the basis of plans and informa¬ 
tion received during the year. 

Last year’s prize was won by a 
team from HMS Gloucester for 
an extensive series of hydrograph¬ 
ic notes giving information on 
ports visited in the Middle East as 
well as a harbour survey of Safaga 
in Egypt and two submissions on 
unsurveyed areas of the northern 
Gulf. 

Their work was praised as carry¬ 
ing a wealth of detail and support¬ 
ing information. 

- DCI RN 69/96 


ROYAL MARINE 
FIGURINES 

Handpainted Bronze Resin 
8” Tall 

FOR ONLY 

£ 75.00 

PLUS P&P 

To order your Figure, or to 
receive a copy of The Royal 
Marines Museum “Gifts By 
Post” catalogue, with a full 
list of Figures available, 
Please Telephone 
01705 819385 (ref: LS16) 

Our full range includes Clothing, Books, , 

Music, Figurines, Pewterware, Plaques and 

much, much more. . 

The Royal Marines Museum, 

Southsea, Hampshire. P04 9PX 





PRESENTATION CALLS (Regulation Pattern) 

I make really great GIFTS or AWARDS | 

Expertly ENGRAVED with Name. Rank and Number or a message to a 
girlfriend etc. In presentation box with matching 50in neck-chain, historical 
notes and a auide to piping 

22ct Cold Plated Call £24.95 Silver Plated Call £21.50 

Polished Brass & Copper C all €14.95 Nickel-Plated Call £14.95 

Enirravinp i.\ in jvr line .*t up in IK loners jnd spaces (carnal* and numtvrv o'uni jv 2). Maximum •* line* 1 2 
each sidel We aim at return-.*! pi'M service. Wc alv tnjnuljvture uncnpr.ni.-d reputation ‘naval ivmk- vjllv ai 
1 9 9S and vjndord vhainv ji iVW Povijpc 11 20. Spcvul dtvcouniv it* RS xijtmnv Cadet Unit* Sea 
Scout Tr»*px and cluh* on applu jium. Credit, jtJn accepted 

oua Dept NN, Ferry Works, Ferry Lane 
Shepperton-on-Thames, TW17 9LQ 

it 



THE COMBINED RN and RM 
team entering this year’s 
British Open Cookery 
Championships at Earls Court 
scooped up no less than 63 
awards in 35 classes - nearly 
twice last year s tally. 

It was the first time a team 
had been brought together at 
the RN Supply School, now 
based at HMS Raleigh. 

The awards included five 
Best in Class, eleven Gold, 
eight Silver and 26 Bronze 
Medals. 

• Right: CPOCK Fred 
Oatway from HMS Manchester 
won the Gold Medal and 
Trophy tor his charming “White 
Elephants” group in the Works 
in Fat section while (above) 
L/CK Stuart Sommerville of 
Flag Officer Surface Flotilla 
staff and W STD Ball (staff of 
Second Sea Lord) took the 
Gold in the Inter Service Cook 
and Serve. 


Cooks combine 
is a perfect mix 
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Above: This recent picture from 
HMS Brave shows gas billowing 
from the summit of the volcano in 
Montserrat which remains strongly 
active. 

Inset: Lt Rick Anderson and Flight 
Commander Brian Marsh from the 
HMS Southampton’s Lynx flight 
celebrate the award of the Boyd 
Trophy for disaster relief opera¬ 
tions in the West Indies 
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RASTER RELIEF 

WORK EARNS 
ROYD TROPHY 


DISASTER relief work in the volcanic island of Montserrat and the hurricane hit 
islands of Anguilla and Antigua has earned HMS Southampton’s Lynx flight the 
Boyd Trophy for outstanding feats of naval aviation. 

When Chances Peak threatened to erupt and engulf the tiny British Island colony of Montserrat, 
HMS Southampton’s Lynx helicopter flew hazardous sorties into heart of the volcano. 


The flight provided a contin¬ 
uous monitoring service for 
scientists and delivered them 
and their equipment wherever 
they were needed. 

And when hurricane Luis bat¬ 
tered the West Indian islands of 
Antigua and Anguilla the aircraft 
took part in the disaster relief 
operation to restore services to the 
population and helped to supply 
much-needed medical services to 
outlying areas. 

The Lynx, from 815 Naval Air 
Squadron in Portland, Dorset, 
spent long periods disembarked 
from the ship during both opera¬ 
tions. 

The award was presented in 
Portsmouth by Mrs Lytle, daughter 
of Admiral Boyd who inspired the 
Trophy and Admiral Terence 
Loughran, Flag Officer Naval 
Aviation. 

Admiral Boyd was Captain of 
the wartime HMS Illustrious dur¬ 


ing the successful attack on the 
Italian fleet at Taranto in 1940. 

In addition to the Boyd Trophy, 
CPO Pete Matthews, the flight’s 
senior maintenance rating, was 
presented with a Commander in 
Chiefs Commendation for his pro¬ 
fessionalism, skill and initiative in 
supporting the helicopter and 
needy members of the community 
in Montserrat. 

Life saver 

In particular, he was honoured 
for helping to save the life of a 
Montserratian after a traffic acci¬ 
dent. 

The Chances Peak volcano on 
Montserrat remains strongly active 
and scientists are continuing to 
monitor its activity to give as much 
warning as possible of an impend¬ 
ing eruption. 

• Men from Hampshire Fire 
and Rescue Service are currently 


in Montserrat to help train the 
local authorities in search and res¬ 
cue techniques. 

The team will also assess rescue 
equipment and offer advice on the 
effectiveness of Montserrat’s 
emergency plans. 


A wing and 
a prayer 

CHAPLAINCY training in 
the Navy and Army has 
moved to Hampshire’s 
historic Amport house, 
home of the RAF School 
of Chaplaincy since 1962. 

The change to a tri-service 
facility was marked with a 
sunset flypast by Tornados 
from 617 (Dambuster) 
Squadron. 


Divers destroy 
depth charge 

ROYAL Navy divers were called on to destroy a 5001b 
depth charge discovered inside a WWII wreck off the coast 
of County Down. 

The explosive experts from Faslane, Scotland, spent two hours 
on the operation to detonate the device, which lay at 10 metres 
inside the hull of the liberty ship Lee, a wreck regularly explored 
by sport divers. 

Lt Adrian Dann said: “It was a World War Two 5001b mine 
charge case which was full of TNT and would have been placed 
inside a buoyant mine.” 

The only casualties of the operation were a 5ft conger eel and a 
dozen fish! 

• More volunteers are needed for AB Diver Career Courses at 
the new Defence Diving School at Horsea Island. 

There were only six recruits for the last course and only two 
successful candidates, AB(D) Dicky Dickson and AB(D) Ian Sirs. 
For details, contact the Course Officer, WO Spike Hughes at 
Horsea Island on 01705 224173. 

Below: newly qualified divers AB(D) Dicky Dickson and AB(D) Ian 
Sirs with their certificates. 


Royal revue 
for HMS 
Collingwood 
exhibition 

THE PRINCESS Royal is set 
to revue a major engineering 
exhibition at HMS 
Collingwood on June 21. 

The People in Engineering exhi¬ 
bition aims to attract young people 
into the profession and marks 50 
years of tne Weapons Engineering 
Specialisation 

The whole range of naval 
weapon systems will be on display 
including the Goalkeeper close 
range defence and Seawolf missile 
systems. 

The event runs until June 28. 
For details contact the People in 
Engineering Project Office on 
01329 3320&. 




Weapon Engineering Specialisation 






















I he Royal Naval Benevolent Trust's Residential 
Home for old Sailors and Rovnl Marines 


* Comfort, security and companionship 


24 hour supervised care 


* In house activities and hohhies 


* A full programme of social events and outings 


Situated in a pleasant residential area 


Extensive gardens 


to see the Home contact the Administrator on: 


01634 852431 


Pembroke House 
11 Oxford Road 
Gillingham 
Kent 

ME7 4BS 


Gulf patrol ends 
Brilliant career 


Fast roping: Marine Mclghan descends from Brazen s Lynx 


bility to use her Lynx helicopter to 
rapid rope the teams in, most of 
the boardings were conducted by 
boat, at night, in all weathers. 

Cdr Adair said: “There are 
many reasons for our high total. 
Our standard of training is veiy 
high and my seaboat coxswains will 
go out in almost any weather. 
Many nations will only conduct 
boarding in calm conditions by 
day.” 

“We also spend a lot longer in 
theatre than any other nation. 
Seven months away from home is a 
long time in anyoody’s language 
and we have spent both Christmas 
and Easter periods at sea. But we 
have kept very busy and the time 
has flown.” 


Brazen’s ship’s company took a 
well earned break from patrol 
duties to visit the historic city of 
Istanbul. 

Despite abysmal weather - it 
snowed! - they received a very 
warm welcome. 

During the deployment the ship 
raised £2,500 for charity and 
cheques for £1,000 each will be 
presented to the Trinity School and 
Cheshire Home in Durham. A fur¬ 
ther £500 will help to support the 
families who suffered in the 
Dunblane tragedy. 

• Brazen hands over her NATO 
duties to JIMS Nottingham and 
will be sold to the Brazilian Navy in 
August. 


HMS Chatham has taken over 
the Command Task Group in 
the Arabian Gulf from HMS 
Brilliant and has been busy fly¬ 
ing the diplomatic flag. 

The Type 22 frigate returned to 
the Middle East from Singapore 
for the last three-month stint in 
the Gulf and has already seen a 
string of visitors including Arab 
leaders, local navies, businessmen 
and most demanding of all, hoards 
of local school children. 

A particular success was a visit 
by 40 disabled children from 
Doha’s rehabilitation School. All 
hands were on deck to lift, carry, 
push and entertain the four to 14- 
year-olds from the flight deck to 
the fo’c’stle. 

COMUKTG Rear Admiral 
Alan West joined the ship to host 
an ambassadorial lunch alongside 
in Doha with guests from India. 
Pakistan and Qatar. 

• Chatham has won the 
Inaugral World Batill Sailing 
Championships in Muscat. 

A team of eight sailed the tradi¬ 
tional Arab fishing boat across the 
finish line after only six days of 
building, rigging and training . Her 
victory was a hard fought battle 
between the RN and the French 
and Omani navies. 


HMS BRAZEN returned 
to Devonport to pay off 
on April 26 having bro¬ 
ken all Operation Sharp 
Guard records in her 
final deployment to the 
Adriatic. 

Sharp Guard is a joint oper¬ 
ation by ships of NATO's 
Standing Naval Forces 
Mediterranean and Atlantic 
and the Western European 
Union Maritime Contingency 
Force, to enforce the arms 
embargo on the former 
Yugoslavia. 

It involves stopping and search¬ 
ing ships as they enter the Adriatic 
to ensure that arms and ammuni¬ 
tion are not being smuggled to the 
opposing factions. 

Team effort 

Brazen’s boarding tally reached 
104, an all time record for any 
ship of any nation in a single 
deployment. 

“It has been a real team effort” 
Brazen’s CO Cdr Alan Adair told 
Navy News. “It takes more than 
just a boarding party to achieve a 
boarding, there is a whole team of 
supporters that make it happen as 
well as keeping the ship running 
for seven months - it is a whole 
ship effort.” 

Few ships exceed 50 boardings 
in their time on station and 
Brazen’s total is all the more 
remarkable as it has been achieved 
through one of the worst 
Mediterranean winters on record. 

And boarding can be a danger¬ 
ous business. Two members of for¬ 
eign navies were killed in the 
course of boarding operations dur¬ 
ing Brazen’s deployment alone. 

Although Brazen had the flexi- 


MISS YOUR OLD SHIPMATES? 


Above: LPTI Jason Wallace 
stands guard while a merchant 
ship is searched for weapons 
and ammunition. 

Right: Most of Brazen s board¬ 
ing were achieved using her 
seaboat. The coxswains put to 
sea in all weathers and many 
boardings were made at night. 


HMS BRILLIANT arrived 
back in Devonport for the 
last time as a Royal Navy 
warship in April after a six- 
month deployment in the 
Arabian Gulf and Indian 
Ocean on Armilla Patrol. 

Later this year the frigate will 
be transferred to the Brazilian 
Navy and in accordance with 
naval tradition she flew a 70 
metre paying off penant as she 
sailed up Plymouth Sound. 

HMS Brilliant left Devonport 
Naval Base in October and has 
been helping the multi-national 
naval force to implementing 
trade sanctions against Iraq. 

The ship also visited ports in 
Gibraltar, Kuwait, UAE, 
Mozambique, Crete, Dubai, 


Kenya, Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain. 

Among the highlights of the 
deployment were Brilliant’s 
visit to Maputo in Mozambique 
where she became the first RN 
ship to visit for ten years, and a 
visit to Kuwait on their National 
Day and the fifth anniversary of 
their liberation from Iraq. 

High mileage 

Since leaving UK under the 
command of Captain Angus 
Sommerville Brilliant has trav¬ 
elled more than 32,000 miles. 

One sailor was particularly 
lad to get home - Cook Simon 
ong was presented with a new 
Mini Cooper car on the ietty, 
having won it in the ship’s 
deployment raffle! 


HMS Brilliant waves goodbye and heads for home 


Pictures by 
Steve Wood 


THEN COME ABOARD PEMBROKE HOUSE 


Chatham 

takes 

over 
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Helping Hands 




children 

WHEN Navy Photographer Phil Ball first met 12- 
year-old Hermija Mujic she lay paralysed and 
despairing in a Sarajevo hospital. 

She had been hit in the back by shrapnel from a shell which 
exploded near her home in Srebrenica and no-one had been to 
see her in hospital for months. 


12-year-old casualty Hermija Mujic from Srebrenica boards a Croatian Airliner bound for London 
on her journey to Oswestry Spinal Injuries Unit in Shropshire. Picture: po Pti«i Ban 


Sailor hell 
to rescue 


wounded 


Lusty’s 
charity 
_ drive _ 


SMILING faces rewarded 
weeks of painstaking work 
when Po Mick Pointing 
presented schoolchildren 
in Purbrook with a 
working minature Jeep. 

He spent almost all of his 
spare time during HMS 
Illustrious's last deployment 
making the vehicle out of 
scrap wood and metal, and fin¬ 
ished it off with the addition of 
a wheelchair motor and a car 
stereo. 

Riverside school is one of 
the ship's designated charities 
and the ship’s company donat¬ 
ed £400 towards the cost of 
parts. 

Volunteers 

required 

VOLUNTEERS are needed 
to help supervise a holiday for 
Service children with special 
needs. 


British and American Service¬ 
men and women throughout the 
former Yugoslavia took up the 
cause and with appeals by British 
Forces Broadcasting and newspa¬ 
pers in the UK and a donation 
from the World Memorial Fund 
for Disaster Relief, £25,(KK) was 
raised. 

With the help of the medical 
charity Child Advocacy 
International, arrangements were 
made for Hermija, her mother and 
two sisters to be flown to the UK. 

They travelled with two other 
sick children from Tuzla and 
another from Mostar to Split and 
on to Zagreb in Croatia where 
they hoarded a plane for London. 

Hermija is now in the Oswestry 
Spinal Injuries Unit in Shropshire 
and her family are staying in a 
Cheshire Home during her treat¬ 
ment which will last six months. 

Rehabilitation 

PO Ball and WO Ferguson are 
now trying to raise £50,(KK) needed 
to start tests at Stoke Mandeville 
Hospital where they hope she will 
eventually be able to go for seven 
months of rehabilitation. 

If you would like to help 
Hermija, or other children like 
her, donations can be paid into the 
‘VA Ferguson Hope for Hermija 
Appeal' TSB sort code 77 14 07 
account number 1918006(X) at any 
bank. 

Ranulph heads for 
the Holy Land... 

EXPLORER Sir Ranulph Fiennes is challenging 
Servicemen and women to take part in a charity triathlon 
in the Holy Land. 

Sir Ranulph, well known for his polar sledge-hauling treks, 
wants teams and individuals to take part in the event which 
involves mountain biking in the Judean hills and swimming in the 
Sea of Galilee. 

Research 

The triathlon is being staged to raise money for the David Lewis 
Appeal for epilepsy research and takes place in October 1996. 
There is a registration fee of £25 and each entrant will be asked to 
raise at least £1,800. 

For full details fill out the form below and send it to Alison 
Sutherland, PO Box 38, Alderley Edge, Cheshire SK9 7UJ. Tel 
01565 872613 or fax 01565 880045. 


Her father and two older broth¬ 
ers were killed when Srebrenica 
fell to the Bosnian Serbs and her 
mother had four other children to 
care for. 

PO Ball, who's daughter Aislinn 
is the same age as Hermija, was 
shocked at her condition and 
promised to do everything he 
could to help. 

He and his colleague W02 Vic 
Ferguson, based at the Coalition 
Public Information Centre in 
Sarajevo, began to collect funds to 
pay for a medical evacuation to the 
England where she could receive 
the treatment she so badly needed. 



PO Phil Ball, who’s determina¬ 
tion gave little Hermija Mujic 
the chance of a better life. 


I accept the Sir Ranulph Fiennes 
Challenge! 

Name.Rank. 

Unit. 

Address. 

.Phone/fax. 


□ □ □ 

A WISHING well appeal and a 
raffle held by staff in Semaphore 
Tower and Unicorn Gate Pass 
Office in Portsmouth Naval Base 
raised £2,(KK) for the Hope Lodge 
School for Autistic Children. 

Teachers and children from the 
school visited HMS Victory and 
were presented with the money by 
Rear Admiral Neil Rankin, then 
Flag Officer Portsmouth. 

□ □ □ 

HMS Monmouth raised 
£2,400 for charity during her 
nine-month global deployment. 
The ship distributed the money 
evenly between the Royal 
Naval Association's Memorial 
Screen Appeal and the ship’s 
affiliated charity, St Briavels 
Child Development Centre. 

□ □ □ 

Four pilots from RN Air Station 
Culdrose raised £1,000 for charity 
by climbing the highest mountains 
in England, Scotland and Wales in 
three days. 

Lieutenants John Mackay, Mike 
Molland, Phil Hacon and S/Lt 
Jason Robinson reached the sum¬ 
mits of Ben Nevis, Scarfcll Pike 
and Snowdon despite sub zero 
temperatures and visibility which 
dropped below 20m. The money 
was donated to the Childrens' 
Hospice Appeal. 

□ □ □ 

A big let down at HMS Dryad 
turned out to be a great suc¬ 
cess! 

Under the watchful eye of the 
Royal Marines, fifty three peo¬ 
ple abseiled down the estab¬ 
lishment's tallest building and 
raised £800 for the British 
Olympic Team Appeal Fund. 


...and so 
does 
Steve! 

A 250-MILE cycle through 
rough terrain in the Holy 
Land lies ahead of Lt Car 
Stephen Greenwood who 
plans to raise at least 
£2,000 for the British Heart 
Foundation. 

Lt Cdr Greenwood was 
inspired to make the trip 
after his eight-year-old son 
Christopher had successful 
open neart surgery In 
Bristol. 

Sponsors should contact 
Stephen at DGA(N), Room 
101, Quay House, Bath BA1 
2YP. Tel 01225 472085. 


THREE men from HMS 
Trenchant hiked the 176-mile 
route along Offa's Dyke to raise 
cash for sick children. 

CCWEA Jan Lock and 
CWEAs Steve Whitehorn and 
Dusty Miller took just 12 days 
to complete the trek along the 
ancient earthwork from 
Prestatyn Beach in North 
Wales to Sedbury, near 
Chepstow. 

They made £625 for 
Hospiscare and the childrens" 


ward at Cardiff's Heath 

Hospi,a S □ □ 

The crew of HMS Splendid 
offered their services to their affil¬ 
iated town of Blackpool during a 
recent visit. 

The men helped Cub Scouts and 
Sea Cadets to redecorate TS 
Penelope and visited the childrens’ 
ward at Victoria Hospital where 
they handed out cuddly toys and 
resented a cheque to pay for a 
reathing monitor for infants. 


If you are free from August 19 
to 23 and would like to help the 
children to enjoy outdoor activi¬ 
ties such as abseiling and canoeing 
at Fairthorne Manor in 
Hampshire you should contact Jan 
Illingworth. Special Needs 
Advisor, SSAFA Central Office. 
19 Oueen St. London SEI 2LP. Tel 
0171 403 8783. 

The holiday is sponsored by 
SSAFA and the Guild of St 
Helena and there is no cost to vol¬ 
unteers. 



"YOU TOO CAN BE 
A PROFESSIONAL 

Martin Bayfield-Northampton and 
England Rugby Union International 

We at Firm Security Group are seeking 
people throughout the UK area to join our 
team of security personnel with 
responsibilities for safeguarding a number 
of well-known public companies. 

These are positions of trust calling for staff 
with a dedicated attitude who are capable 
of handling difficult situations with 
firmness and tact, should the need arise. 

If you think you are able to fit in with the 
team and are looking for a career that is 
both challenging and rewarding then we 
would like to hear from you. 

A full training course will be given to all 
suitable applicants, together with an 
excellent salary package. 

FACE THE CHALLENGE — THIS COULD 
BE THE BEST MOVE YOU EVER MADE. 

FIRM SECURITY 
GROUP LIMITED 

Sterling Business Park, Salthouse Road, 
Brackmills, Northampton NN4 7EX 
Telephone (01604) 706802 
Fax (01604)701571 

FIRM SECURITY CROUP ARE MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH SECURITY INDUSTRY 
ASSOCIATIONS AND ARE EQUAL OPIORTUNTTY EMPLOYERS. 













































“Your ghost’s a bit like the Joss - appears out of nowhere and puts the frighteners on people!” 



Well suited 
to survive 

AFTER eight years of academic discussions, hard practice 
has begun with joint exercises with British, American and 
Russian warships - an item that would have been unthink¬ 
able only a decade ago 

Visits by Russian top brass to RN training establishments 
are now almost commonplace. 

But there is one field of international maritime co-opera¬ 
tion that still needs to be fully developed - submarine 
escape and rescue. 

Despite continuing speculation over the future of HMS 
Dolphin, it seems likely that the Submarine Escape Training 
Tank that has been a distinctive feature of the Gosport sky¬ 
line for over 40 years is likely to remain in business. 

So it should. In that time more than 72,000 escapes have 
been practised in the 100 ft water-filled tower, using tech¬ 
niques in which the RN has led the world. 

The rescue option, preferred by the USN and more 
recently taken up by the RN, employing small,lock-on sub- 
mersibles, is proven in practice but never in a real emer- 

9ency Harrowing story 

Some of the most horrific disasters of the past 30 years, 
a period that has seen nuclear boats become the main strik¬ 
ing arm of the worlds leading navies, have befallen 
Russian submarines. 

The story of the the Komsomolets (see page 18) is one 
of the most harrowing in the annals - yet this 6,400 ton tita¬ 
nium-hulled monster was brought to the surface and most 
of her crew escaped into the water before she finally went 
to the bottom of the Barents Sea. 

Tragically, many of them then died of hypothermia before 
rescue ships arrived - a grim echo of the HMS Truculent 
sinking in the Thames estuary in January 1950 which 
spurred the development of the RN s insulated escape suit. 

Concern for survivors after the battle at sea is fought and 
won is one of the proudest ideals of the Royal Navy - one 
famously inspired by Nelson. 

It is about time that that tradition was generally translated 
through the world’s submarine fleets. 


• The Submarine Escape Training Tank in 1964. 


NEWSVIEW 


MILESTONES IN MAY 


SEVERAL significant anniversaries fall in this month of May, 
the first being 1 May 1956 when white cap covers were put on 
for the last time - ie, not to be removed on 30 September as 
had been the practice for the winter months, but retained all 
year round (see also centre pages). 

With the current surge of interest in Scottish history sparked off by 
the films Braveheart’ and Rob Roy’, it is worth mentioning that the bat¬ 
tle in Loch nan Uamh between three British and two French ships on 3 
May 1746 - the first of six attempts to rescue Bonnie Prince Charlie - 
counts as the last battle of the ‘45 rebellion, not Culloden. 

Pirates beaten off 

Piracy is in the news with seaborne assaults on the increase, partic¬ 
ularly in the Far East. On 12 May 1846 HMS Fantome and her boats 
beat off Moorish pirates while salving the wreck of the Ruth six miles 
west of Cape Tres Forcas, Morocco. 

And on 25 May 1696 HMS Assistance, escorting a convoy, saw off 
no less than eight French privateers 40 miles SE by E of Southwold. 

On the same day in 1496 was the first “dry docking" in Portsmouth - 
of the Sovereign, the dock was filled in in 1623. 

Most memorably of all, of course, at the very end of the month falls 
the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Jutland (special feature next 
month). 

• See also page 20 for some more recent May anniversaries. 


Short memories 

THE MARCH OUT from HMS Daedalus marked the end of an 
80 year association between Lee-on-Solent and naval avia¬ 
tion, begun in the earty years of World War I. 

As reported in our March feature, RNAS Lee was then 
opened as a temporary station, as the only seaplane training 
school then in existence, at Calshot on the Isle of Wight, was 
proving difficult to expand. 

Short 184 torpedo carriers are seen on trials in the picture 
below, sometime in 1915/16. When the Naval Seaplane 
Training School was opened there in July 1917, in the 
absence of a slipway the aircraft were wheeled from the tem¬ 
porary Bessoneau hangars on a trolley and transferred by 
crane from the cliff edge onto a similar trolley on the beach 
which then ran on rails Into the sea. 

• The Australian Naval Aviation Museum has commis¬ 
sioned Robert Michael Nicholls to write the History of the 
RAN Fleet Air Arm, to be launched on its 50th anniversary , 28 
August 1998. Stories and photographs should be sent to Mike 
Lehan, Museum Director, PO Box A15, Naval PO, Nowra, NSW 
2540 Australia. 
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• Transport ancient and modern - excited crowds gather as HMS London’s Lynx lands in the mountain village of Peshkopi, 
• HMS London in the Adriatic while a donkey looks away unconcerned. 




• Rear Admiral Alan West inspects an Albanian Navy Guard of Honour at Durres. accompanied 
by the British Naval Attache, Rome, Capt Keith Read. 


O N HER way home 
after five months in 
the Adriatic HMS 
London visited Durres in 
Albania - her Lynx heli¬ 
copter flying mercy mis¬ 
sions to villages cut off in 
the snowbound northern 
mountains. 

As reported last month, 
clothing, food and other sup¬ 
plies collected by 849 San B 
Plight were passed on by HMS 
Illustrious to the Type 22 
frigate, making the first visit to 
the country by an RN warship 
for three years. 

While she was there a plea 
for help was also received from 
the Feed the Children Fund - 
several children had died from 
hypothermia at the hospital at 
Peshkopi where there was a 
desperate need for warm cloth¬ 
ing, blankets and heaters. 

HMS London’s Lynx heli¬ 
copter, manned by Portland- 
based 815 Naval Air Squadron, 
made the trip, the local police 
being advised to turn out in 
force to prevent the aircraft 
being mobbed. 

Said Flight Commander Lt 
Cdr Mike Broughton: “The 
mountains are about as high as 
the Alps and the roads had 
been cut off for weeks. It was 
amazing when we landed in the 
middle of the village -1 should¬ 
n’t think they had seen a heli¬ 
copter in their lives before. 

“All the people came out 
onto the streets and surround¬ 
ed us - it was as though royal¬ 
ty had landed. 

“It was quite an unusual 
flight because we were flying 
into mountainous terrain where 


we knew we would be cut off 
from any outside assistance 
fromthe ship if there was a 
problem. 

“The weather on the way out 
wasn't too bad - but on the 
return journey it slowly closed 
in over the mountains. The 
route back got closed off com¬ 
pletely by snow and eventually 
we had to take a very circuitous 
route to get out through the val¬ 
leys which made it pretty close 
on fuel in getting back to the 
ship.’’ 


Besides providing humani¬ 
tarian aid, HMS London’s visit 
was designed to strengthen 
ties between the two countries 
and improve RN/Albanian Navy 
links. Commander United 
Kingdom Task Group Rear 
Admiral Alan West flew out to 
represent the C-in-C Fleet. 
While he held talks with the 
Albanian Defence Minister Mr 
Safet Zhulali and Chief of 
Defence Staff General Sheme 
Kosova, London’s people were 
busy providing help to a 


kindergarten in the capital, 
Tirana, also identified by the 
Freed the Children organisa¬ 
tion. 

Each day over three days 40 
volunteers - including the 
ship’s commanding officer Cdr 
Alan Brooks - were bussed in, 
managing to totally transform 
the building, filling in holes and 
cracks in the brickwork and 
painting the walls in cheerful 
colours together with a few car¬ 
toon murals. 

Toilets were installed - facili¬ 




• Surg Cdr Robin McNeill Love from HMS Illustrious looks on 
as grateful villagers sort through items collected by 849 B 
Flight and the people of Brentor. Devon. 


• Flight Observer Anthony Johnson in the children's ward at 
Peshkopi hospital where several had lately died of hypother¬ 
mia. He brought blankets, warm clothing and heaters. 


ties the children had not 
enjoyed before - together with 
new lighting and rewiring. 

A new fridge and cooker 
were connected. Hitherto staff 
had relied on an ancient wood 
burning stove - and with the 
acute shortage of wood in the 
country cooking meals had 
been no easy task. 


Now back at Devonport, HMS 
London left for the Adriatic last 
November to join the UK carrier 
task group off the coast of the 
former Yugoslavia, in support 
of UN Protection Forces 
ashore. Following the Dayton 
Peace Accord in December, she 
worked alongside IFOR, the 
Implementation Force. 
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Cdr David Hobbs charts the course of uniform changes - and the return to the Admiralty view of 1857 
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A UNIFORM rig for ratings was first set down by 
the Admiralty as recently as 1857, the Fleet 
being informed of it by Admiralty Circular. 

This did not differentiate between senior and junior ratings 
except in the badges worn on the left sleeve, since all those 
dressed as seamen were to wear square rig. 

‘ Idlers”, defined as those incapable of manning the guns, masts 
and yards to fight the ship, were not deemed worthy of square rig 
and were dressed in a rudimentary form of fore and aft rig. 

Before 1857 it had been the practice to sell “slop” or ready made 
clothing to seamen on board HM ships. These lacked uniformity and 
their fashion and colour varied with the period and the whim of the 
contractor. 

In the reign of Queen Anne, for instance, seamen tended to be 
dressed in red and grey, but by the middle of the 18th century blue 
had become the most common colour. This was because only indi¬ 
go-based dyes offered a reasonable degree of colour fastness to 
sunlight and wear at a time when the range of available dyes was 
limited and when adequate means of assessing colour fastness did 
not exist. 

Indigo is extracted from a tropical plant and appeared in the UK 
as trade with India expanded in this period. It is no coincidence that 
this is when blue uniforms became the most common, replacing the 
motley collection of colours and shades in use before then - most 
work wear such as jeans, boiler suits, coveralls and, indeed, the 
majority of uniforms have been made in blue for nearly 200 years for 
the same reason. 

During the wars with the French from 1778 to 1815 commanding 
officers began to pay more attention to their men’s clothing require¬ 
ments and, perhaps inspired by the large number of ships commis¬ 
sioned for war service, to seek a greater degree of uniformity. 

The “slop chest” still existed, but seamen either made their own 
clothes as the working classes did ashore or, when they were in 
funds, had them made by shore tailors. 

Frocks and comforters 

Kit inspections began in some ships in about 1780 and led to 
improved standards. By 1800 it was common for ships companies 
to be mustered at divisions “all in blue” or “all in white” and there 
was a fair degree of uniformity between the majority of ships 
because the men made their clothes from the “standard” blue, white 
or “fancy” cloth sold by the Pusser. (The latter might be tartan, 
check, gingham etc - all have been worn at sea at some stage). 

There was still plenty of room for eccentricity, however, with the 
Captain of HMS Vernon ordering his seamen to wear red serge 
frocks and comforters in the 1830s. After some time in commission 
the stock ran out and ~ed garments were appropriated to the port 
watch, starboard wearing blue (not green, which was significantly 
more difficult and thus expensive to dye). 

In 1845 the Captain of HMS Blazer, Capt J.W.Washington, 
ordered his ships company to wear blue and white striped 
guernseys - giving the name to the jacket that later became popu¬ 
lar with young men of fashion - and HMS Trincomalee followed with 
red shirts and “fancy" hats. 

Most eccentric of all, however, was Capt Wilmott of HMS 
Harlequin who as late as 1853 paid for his boat’s crew to be dressed 
as harlequins and attracted ribald comment from the press (and, no 
doubt, from his boat’s crew). 

It may have been this adverse publicity that prompted the 
Admiralty to issue its circular on ratings uniform four years later. 

The more usual seamen’s kit comprised a blue jacket from which 
the nickname “bluejacket” for a sailor was derived. It was about the 
length of an Eton jacket and was often worn over a red waistcoat. 

Trousers coloured either blue or white were cut tight to the knee 
and loose below it so that they could easily be rolled up when scrub¬ 
bing decks or climbing in the rigging. 

Tarpaulin topper 

A check shirt, a black handkerchief around the neck and a lanyard 
to which a clasp knife was attached completed the rig. 

Headgear ressembled a top hat made of tarpaulin at first, but as 
the 19th century progressed the crown grew lower and the brim 
wider. Many “tiddly” sailors painted their ship's name on the front of 
the crown but after 1857 cap tallies were made with the name woven 
in gold wire. 

There was nothing like the blue jean collar which symbolises a 
sailor's uniform today and caps did not begin to appear until well 
after the peace of 1815 - and even then were at first only worn with 
night clothing. 

The sailor’s collar is the subject of much legend - most of it false. 
Tarred pigtails disappeared rapidly after 1815 and the last is record¬ 
ed as having been seen at sea in 1827. Contrary to popular belief, 
then, the two were never worn together. 

The first collars were not cut square, but were round and closely 
resembled items that were fashionable ashore.The more familiar 
square version developed as it was easier for the men to cut and 
sew themselves than the round variety. 

The three rows of white tape were probably added for ornament 
at first - surviving records mention some discussion about whether 
there should be two rows or three. 

Female version 

Since 1859 the sailor's uniform has been copied by many navies 
around the world and has undergone a number of changes, perhaps 
the most surprising being the removal of the blue jacket in 1890. 

At the same time the “frock”, which used to be tucked into the 
trousers, gave way to the “jumper”, which was not. 

CPOs and first class POs moved into fore and aft rig from 1859 
onwards. This comprised a blue serge or cloth jacket, waistcoat and 
trousers worn with a white shirt, collar and tie and a peaked cap like 
that worn by junior officers. 

The same basic rig was worn by “idlers”, who included artificer 
apprentices, members of the Paymaster, Stores and Medical 
branches together with Locally Entered Personnel (LEPs). Ini956 it 
was decided that all ratings other than artificer apprentices and 
LEPs should be dressed as seamen and their rig was changed 
accordingly. 

In 1994/95 trials with a female version of the square rig uniform 
proved extremely successful and it is intended that all female junior 
ratings should change into the new rig from this year. 

In 1997 the last LEPs will go (from Hong Kong) and it is then 
planned to move artificer and technician apprentices into square 
rig. Thus, for the first time since the Admiralty Circular of 1857, all 
ratings will wear the same ceremonial uniform, with the enormous 
benefits this will bring in terms of corporate appearance and the 
provision of manpower for ceremonial occasions. 

Some will view the changes with a little sadness - but the major¬ 
ity will surely wonder why such an obvious step toward uniformity 
has been so long in the taking. 

• Main picture: Victory Barracks c 1890. Inset, clockwise from top 
left: No 8s, c 1896; before (left) and after 1977; a terrible idea from 
the early Seventies; all of one company for the Nineties; rig of the 
day 1880-1905, 1855-1880 and 1805-1830 (courtesy Louis Bernard 
Menswear Ltd); and Fifties-style with a Fifties-style girl. 
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At Your Leisure 



From Israel to the 
tropics- the 
personal journey 
of a Jewish sailor 

AS GEOFFREY Green points out in his fascinating study The 
Royal Navy and Anglo-Jewry , the number of Jewish seamen serv¬ 
ing in the RN has always been small. 


Until fairly recent times candi¬ 
dates had to be of British national¬ 
ity and sons of British-horn par¬ 
ents - so of the 60,000 British Jews 
who joined up in World War I only 
about 1,(KH) found their way into 
the Senior Service. 

Rare work 

Memoirs of Jewish seamen are 
correspondingly rare - and Ian 
Slater s Jacob's Ladder is a wel¬ 
come addition to the literature of 
1939-45. 

The son of a Polish immigrant, 
born in the poorest part of 
Whitechapel, for Israel Slutsky (he 
would later change his name at the 

aswlw 


understandable request of his 
fiancee) the Navy he joined in 
June 1939 would be the making of 
him. 

1 le had earlier been apprenticed 
to a tailor and so his skills with 
needle and thread were soon in 
demand - free-plying tailors in the 
Navy were known as “Jewing 
firms” - bringing him a spot of 
extra money in ships that included 
HMS Kent, Shropshire and the 
armed merchant cruiser Asturias 
and in theatres of war ranging 
from the tropics to the Arctic. 

Jacob's Ladder is available, 
priced £5 inclusive, from the 
author at 27 Cliff Avenue, Leigh- 
on-Sea, Essex SS9 1HF 
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CHILDHOOD 
ON THE 
HOME 




T * 8th June , 1946 

O-DAY, AS WE CELEBRATE VICTORY, 

I send this personal message to you and 
all other boys and girls at school. For 
you have shared in the hardships and 
dangers of a total war and you have 
shared no less in the triumph of the 
Allied Nations. 

I know you will always feel proud to 
belong to a country which was capable 
of such supreme effort; proud, too, of 
parents and elder brothers and sisters 
1 who by their courage, endurance and 
lenterprise brought victory. May these 
qualities be yours as you grow up and 
loin in the common effort to establish 
iimong the nations of the world unity 
\nd peace. 





TELEGRAMS usually meant bad 
news in wartime - but this one 
(above) from the Children’s Overseas 
Reception Board told Mr Burton 
Mackay of Grangemouth that his 
daughter Sheila had survived the tor- 
pedoeing of the SS Volendam. 


With other evacuees, she had been on 
her way to Canada in September 1940: 
“Glad to inform you your child safe and 
landed at northern port. Ship damaged 
but all children well and happy. Children 
returning home within few days writing.” 

Fifty years ago next month George VI 
sent a personal message to every school 


child in Britain, recognising their part in 
sharing “the hardships and dangers of a 
total war”. 

- From Children in War , one of a series 
of documents packs published by the 
Imperial War Museum at £9.95. 

- JFA 


GAME SET AND MATCH 


A WINNING PAIR 



SWEATSHIRT 

Super quality, white sweatshirt with 
ship and flag logo on front. Traditional 
crew neck with rib cuffs and waist 


Also available 

MATCHING T-SHIRT 

Sizes: 22in to 32in Med, Lge, Ex Lge 

£4 UK £4.75 UK 


Sizes 

SMALL 
MED 
LGE 
EX LGE 


£12.95 UK 

£13.70 Surface Mail Abroad 


Surface Mail Abroad Surface Mail Abroad 


£4.30 £5.10 

All prices incl. of P&P 

XX Lge 

£6.00 UK 


★ Order a T/S + S/S to qualify for a free Surface Mail Abroad 

Polo Shirt. £6.50 


Available from The Business Manager, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH 

Cheques made payable to Navy News. For orders outside UK payment is to be made by 
Cheque/lntemational Money Order in Lsterling. For payment by credit card please see page 4 for details. 

Tel: 01705 826040 Fax: 01705 830149 


Depths of 


DETAILS released by the CIA and the Russians of many previously unknown submarine 
disasters suffered by the Soviet Navy, together with a number of new accidents and rescue 
operations over the past ten years, have inspired a new edition of Edwyn Gray’s Few 
Survived (Leo Cooper £14.95). 


One of the worst disasters in 
recent years occurred on April 
7,1989 when an electrical short 
circuit set the monster 6,400- 
ton titanium hulled Russian 
submarine Komsomolcts a- 
blaze while submerged 118 
miles south of Bear Island. 

Her captain. Yevgeniy Vanin, 
decided to release Freon gas which 
would smother the flames by 
depriving them of oxygen - but he 
was unaware that the heat had 
already ruptured a high pressure 
air line and so his order resulted in 
the blazing compartment being 
filled with pure oxygen. 

Violence 

Within seconds a violent explo¬ 
sion shook the huge boat from 
stem to stern and the warning 
instruments in the control room 
registered 1,000 degrees. 

Vanin gave orders to surface and 
a desperate struggle to contain the 
fire continued for over six hours. 
As the air supply lines had been 
damaged, the firefighters found 
themselves inhaling carbon 
monoxide and several died as a 
result. 

Portable oxygen masks proved 
ineffective - and the rubber face 
pieces melted in the intense heat 
causing terrible burns to their 
wearers. 

Finally the oxygen tanks erupted 
and as the stern of the submarine 
began to slip below the surface the 
order to abandon ship was given. 


The hatch was closed to prevent 
the sea flooding in - while the cap¬ 
tain and some other men were still 
inside. Their only hope remained 
with a special escape capsule 
uniquely fitted inside Soviet sub¬ 
marine conning towers. 

Miraculous 

Five of them, Vanin included, 
managed to climb inside. But the 
release mechanism failed to work 
and so they were dragged down 
until, miraculously, an explosion 
inside the hull blew the capsule 
free and it shot up like a cork - too 
fast for safety, but there was noth¬ 
ing anyone could do to slow it 
down. 

On reaching the surface the 
pent-up internal pressure blew off 
the hatch cover and one man died 
as he was sucked out. Only one 
emerged alive - as he slipped into 
the water, semi-conscious, the sea 
poured in and Vanin and the 
other two were taken back to the 
bottom of the Barents Sea. 

Hypothermia 

And by the time the Russian 
rescue ships arrived on the scene 
many of the other survivors strug¬ 
gling in the Arctic water had died 
of hypothermia. 

Gray makes the point that, his¬ 
torically, a high proportion of sub¬ 
marine disasters resulted from col¬ 
lisions while the submarine was 
either rising to or running on or 


near the surface - a problem obvi¬ 
ated by the fact that modern boats, 
nuclear and conventional, can 
spend most of their time sub¬ 
merged. 

One such disaster occurred 
when the British submarines E4 
and E41 collided on the surface 
during exercises outside Harwich 
harbour on August 15, 1916. 

E4, her conning tower crushed 
by the impact, sank with all hands, 
but E41 remained afloat long 
enough for most of her crew to 
escape. 

As the boat went down six of the 
seven remaining on board also 
managed to escape - but one. 
Stoker PO William Brown, 
remained trapped. 

Endurance 

The story of how he patiently 
contrived his salvation, in dark¬ 
ness over an hour and a half, is an 
epic of human endurance and 
determination. 

It has a personal interest for 
this reviewer, for one of E41’s sur¬ 
vivors, CERA Albert Bullock, was 
his grandfather. 

Thanks to the accuracy of 
Brown's subsequent report. E41 
was raised seven weeks later and 
resumed operational duties short¬ 
ly afterwards. Submariners are, or 
were, a superstitious lot - and 
Bullock was, I believe, the only 
one of her former crew who 
returned to her. 

-JFA 
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Conspiracy in the 


THE ESCAPE to Constan¬ 
tinople in the first weeks of 
August 1914 of the German 
warships Goeben and Breslau 
exerted a decisive influence 
upon Turkey’s attempts to 
remain out of the war. 

Among the many reputations 
that were ruined as a result were 
those of Admiral Sir Archibald 
Berkeley Milne, Commander-in- 
Chief of the British Mediter¬ 
ranean Squadron, and Rear 
Admiral Sir Ernest Troubridgc, 
commanding the First Cruiser 
Squadron, who abandoned the 
attempt to intercept them. 

Secret enmity 

Winston Churchill, then First 
Lord of the Admiralty, managed 
to escape being tarred with the 
same brush as his Naval comman¬ 
ders, but harboured a secret 
enmity towards the Turks whose 
first manifestation was the order 
for a futile bombardment of the 
Dardanelles forts in November 
1914 which ended in the horrors 
of Gallipoli, the biggest single 
blot on his political career. 

Now in Superior Force (Hull 
University Press £12.95) Geoffrey 
Miller argues that there was actu¬ 
ally an organised conspiracy in 
Athens behind the affair - involv¬ 
ing the British officer at the head 
of the Greek Navy, Rear Admiral 
Mark Kerr. 

Knowledge 

The destination of the ships was 
common knowledge among the 
ruling circles here some hours 
before Britain declared war on 
Germany, he reveals - yet for 
three vital days Kerr kept the 
secret to himself. 

Then, when it was almost too 
late, he fed the Admiralty clues 
which were, however, not acted 
upon. 

Miller concludes that Kerr’s 
motives for remaining silent, or at 
best divulging the least amount of 


Mediterranean 



SMS Goeben at Genoa, May 1914 
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LORD NELSON: 
A WOMAN’S 
PERSPECTIVE 

IN HIS review of Carola 
Oman’s 1946 biography 
of Nelson (Greenhill 
Books £25) Harold 
Nicholson wrote: “The 
proportions of her book 
are so excellent, her per¬ 
suasiveness so com¬ 
pelling, that the final por¬ 
trait emerges, cleaned of 
the gilt and varnish of 
legend, but undoubtedly 
superb.” 

In his introduction to this 
reissue, David Howarth ex¬ 
plains why every subse¬ 
quent biographer of the 
Admiral is indebted to it - 
Oman simply had more and 
better material than anyone 
who went before her and 
used it so brilliantly that 
everyone who came after her 
was bound to be influenced 
by her work. 

And there is something 
more, too - a woman's 
touch. Somewhat surpris¬ 
ingly, given that the 
Nelson/Hamilton affair is 
one of the most famous in 
history, Oman is still the only 
female of all the great biog¬ 
raphers of Nelson. 

And so both Lady Nelson 
and Lady Hamilton are 
brought to life by her in a 
quite exceptional way. Both 
are treated more fairly, with 
more compassion and 
understanding than any ear¬ 
lier biographer managed. 


information consistent with his 
position, arc hard to ascertain - 
but reveals that he had developed 
an intense emotional attachment 
to Greece. 

This was revealed in an extraor¬ 
dinary letter to First Sea Lord 
Prince Louis of Battcnburg, to 
whom he had appealed for help 
and encouragement in December 
1913 in anticipation of war with 
Turkey over the fate of the Aegean 
Islands. 

In this he actually declares his 
readiness to change his nationali¬ 
ty and fight for the Greeks: “I 
know it means ruin for me after¬ 
wards, but I have a strong feeling 
that I should do so. I would not 
feel so, except for the fact that 


they will be so weak, having no- 
one who knows how to work a 
flotilla and 1 may make the differ¬ 
ence of victory or defeat. 

Outlaw 

“I am quite serious about this 
and only ask you to be so good as 
to find out the legal point. I pre¬ 
fer not to be an outlaw and I pre¬ 
fer to be able to come home some 
day.” 

A bout of malaria eventually 
forced his return to London - hut 
it would be many months before 
he was re-employed, thanks, his 
friend Battenberg believed, to a 
Foreign Office whispering cam¬ 


paign against him. 

He was eventually given com¬ 
mand of the Adriatic Squadron - 
and kept conveniently out of 
reach of a Select Committee 
inquiry into the conduct of the 
Dardanelles. When he returned 
home again on August 31, 1917 
the Admiralty transferred him 
within two days to assist in the 
formation of the Roval Air Force. 

Though he became Deputy 
Chief of the Air Staff, he received 
no further honour beyond the CB 
given him in 1913 - “a conspicu¬ 
ous neglect to recognise his ser¬ 
vices” that Compton Mackenzie, 
for one, believed was down to 
“political indiscretion”. 

- JFA 
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FIRST, FIND 
YOUR LADY 

THE AMERICAN President is one of those movies which, allegedly, they don’t 
make 'em like anymore. No gunfire is involved, there’s no pandering to per¬ 
ceived teenage taste and the film appeals to a sense of humour not centred on 
puns and bodily functions. 


Like the characters in the 
movie, it s bright, literate 
and a whole lot of fun. The 
basic situation is simple: a 
still youngish widower with 
a 12-year-old daughter 
would like to find a bit of 
romance, perhaps even 
remarry. The problem is he’s 
the leader of the western 
world, and even ordering a 
bunch of flowers is a ticklish 
operation. 

The background of White 
House routine, with the day 
broken down into carefully- 
filled 15-minute segments, 
and the constantly hovering 
retinue of advisers, body¬ 
guards and gofers seems 
absolutely authentic - pro¬ 
vided one forgets all the 
tales that used to circulate 
about of Sleepytime Ron. 

In fact, it’s hard not to 
compare the current, real- 
life Presidential runners with 
the decent, dynamic, dutiful 
character played here by 
Michael Douglas - and won¬ 
der, as the old song used to 
have it, “Why can t life be 
more like the movies?” 


Screen 

Scene 


Something to Talk About 
was, as they say, eagerly 
awaited, being the work of 
Callie Khouri, who previous¬ 
ly wrote Thelma and Louise. 

This has rather less by 
way of obvious box office 
juice: instead of cars crash¬ 
ing into the Grand Canyon, 
for instance, the climax of 
the new movie had Robert 
Duvall entering a show 
jumping competition. 

But its characters have 
the same likeable, fallibly 
human qualities and, of 
course, feminist issues, 
involving philandering hus¬ 
bands and overty-compliant 
wives, are well to the fore. 

Duvall and Gena Row¬ 
lands represent one genera¬ 
tion and Julia Roberts and 
Dennis Quaid the next, in 
this amusing tale, not of the 


battle of the sexes, but cer¬ 
tainly the armed truce there¬ 
of. 

Come rain or hail, sleet or 
snow, Steven Seagal’s on 
the go. Under Siege 2 has 
precisely the same ingredi¬ 
ents (well, naturally) as 
Under Siege 1: the criminal 
mastermind, the army of 
mercenaries, Seagal on the 
loose, picking them all off 
one by one. 

The theatre of operations 
this time is a train rather 
than an aircraft carrier - the 
sort of train which allows 
you to go upstairs - a 
strange concept for those 
used to the facilities offered 
by Messrs Railtrack. 

But the problem with 
superheroes like Seagal is 
simply that they appear too 
invulnerable to be interest¬ 
ing. 

“You call this getting 
shot?” he sneers, after being 
plugged in the arm. But 
would he be so stoical, one 
wonders, about a bad attack 
of lumbago? 

- Bob Baker 



NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD 

URGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
95/100 Heaton Rd; Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 091 265 6333 


• ••• 

Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first - 
which include delivery to your door 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Llskoard, PL14 4EL 
Tal 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


NAVAL & 
MARITIME BOOKS 

A MIDSHIPMAN’S WAR - F WADE 
Med 41-43, QE. Jervis, Orion, Bulok), Crete 
Malla, Tobruk. Force K, Sicily. Ilustrated. 

H/C. Lie postpad 

THE CORVETTE YEARS - E OCONNOR 
Corvette Mel action, Atlantic convoys. As 
seen & told by RN & RCN lower deck men. 

P/B 114 post pad 

OPERATION SICK BAY UCrkS RICHARDS 
RCN medeal branch history. By a pro lor 
pro's and laymen alike 
H/C. 120 post pad 

UK personal cheque or md no dc Books dnet by 
surface from Canada Ask tor catalogue 
Richmond Book Ssrvic* 

8415 Grsnvile SI. Boi 46. Vancouver, B.C 
VSP 429, Csnadi 


HOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Send Tor free Lists of used and 
antiquarian books from our huge stock 
on Naval A Merchant Shipping 

N. FISHER NAUTICAL 

Iluntswood, St. Helena Lane 
Slreal, Hassocks, Sussex BN6 8SD 
Tel/Fax 01273 890273 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction. Non-Fiction. Biography, 
Religious. Poetry. Childrens’ 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 

Wnte or send your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 0LC rnOMPTON R0«0. lOtBOK SW7 300 


DO YOU HAVE A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH? 

Then leading puhtiahex 

may be able to help you. 

THE POfTLAND PRESS 

QMN8UXQI - CAHiH04E - DUUAM - USA 

Write toe Editorial Office (NN) 

1 Hunan dose, Souh Qxach, 
Bishop Auckland, Dvaham DL14 6XB 


Michael Douglas and Annette Bening 
proving romance isn’t dead in The 
American President. 


AUTHORS 

Let Us Publish Your Book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion, Biography, 
Children's Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 

AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1 t Dovedale Studios, 
465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 

Member of Toe Publishers Association 


N A VAI ./MARITIME BOOKS Send 
lor free catalogue of secondhand 
hooks extensively covering naval, 
shipping and seafaring activities. 
GERAL D l.F.E MARITIME B(X)KS. 
73. CTavhall Avenue. Ilford. Essex. 
IG5 OPN. Tel: 0181-550-7317. 

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service, locating out of 
print titles on all subjects. No obliga¬ 
tion or SAE required. Contact: 6 Clcr- 
kenwell Cottages, Haddenham, 
Bucks, HPI7 8BJ. (01844) 292083. 

“H.M.S. GANGES (The final fare¬ 
well) . . video. Ideal birthday/surpnse 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before demoli¬ 
tion. One tear-jerking hour of nostal¬ 
gia, produced by JOHN DOUGLAS 
author H.M.S. GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) & H.M.S. GANGES (Talcs of 
the T.R.O.G.’S.) 

S.A.E. details Douglas Hsc. Pcn- 
marth. Redruth. Cornwall TR16 6NX 

SEASCOPE BOOKS. Specialist se¬ 
condhand and out of print Naval and 
nautical hooks. Write today for a 
FREE catalogue to “Seascope Books” 
M V. Laura Vieira. PO Box 406. 
Maidstone. Kent. ME 16 OXF. 




























































Vice Admiral J. H. Dunt. in 

continuation as Deputy Chief of 
Defence Staff (Systems) and to 
be Chief Naval Engineer Officer. 
Feb. 22. 

Rear Admiral J. G.ToIhurst to 

be Flag Officer Scotland, 
Northern England and Northern 
Ireland. April. 

Commodore A. B. Ross to be 
promoted Rear Admiral and to be 
Assistant Director Operations 
Division, International Military 
Staff. Aug. 6. 


Commodore P. D. Stone to be 

Commodore Amphibious War¬ 
fare. Oct. 4. 

Surgeon Commodore I. L. 
Jenkins as Commandant of the 
Defence Medical College. April 
23. 

Capt B. Leighton, to be 

Director Public Relations (Navy) 
in rank of Commodore. Aug. 2. 

Capt T. J. H. Laurence, HMS 
Montrose as CO and Capt F. Aug. 
27. 

Capt R. F. Strange. HMS 


Promotions to Chief 


0) • P.A Butler (BrkJport, 


AUTHORITY tor promotion ot the following 
ratings to Chief Petty Officer was issued by 
Commodore Naval Drafting in April: 
OPERATIONS BRANCH 
(SEAMANS GROUP) 

To CP0(EW)(0) G. Johnson 
(Illustrious). S Capers (Dryad). A.E. Welten 
(Westminster). PR. Blackwell (Dryad). 

To CPO(M) M Geelan (Raleigh). S.S. 
Strachan (Cambridge). N.C Atkins 
(Illustrious), T.J.T Starkey (Dryad) 

To CPO(R) I M Frame (Drake CBP). 
C.A. Bartholomew (Dryad). 

To CPO(S) PD.P Hill (Dryad). J.W 
Lenden (Beaver). S M Rowe. Dryad 

To CPO(D) N.P.J. Kmcart. (DEF Diving 
School. Horsea Island). R G Braithwaite 
(North Diving Group. Neptune) 

To CP0<MW)(0) - - “ 

Neptune) 

To CPO(SEA) M.P McCready 
(Coventry). 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
(COMMUNICATIONS GROUP) 
REGULATING & PT 

To CPOCY T.A. Bateson (FOST NPV. 
Sea. Neptune) 

To CPORS C.R. Brown (Roclant. 
Portugal. Cmaberlant) 

To CPOPT I.C. Torpey (Sultan) 

To MAA M Openshaw (Norfolk). P 
Hibberd (Westminster) 

MARINE ENGINERING MECHANICS 
To CPOMEM(L) WA Ingiszi 
(Northumberland) 

To CPOMEM(M) M Arnold (Warrior). M 
Merritt (Naval Drafting). PA Bunney 
(Marlborough). I M White (Walney. Neptune). 
J.L Marklew (Fearless). 


WEAPON ENGINEERING MECHANICS 
To CPOWEM(0) P Burge (Chatham). G. 
Bilsby (Campbeltown). NH Unsworth 
(Brilliant). P.D. Gibson (Cumberland). J.M. 
Bailey (Drake CFM)'. PE McGreevy 
(Cambridge). 

To CPOWEM(R) PT. Drew 

(Collingwood), D.J. Bartholomew (Invincible). 
I N. Bull (CFP SEA CFM Portsmouth). I.L. 
Chew (Cardiff). C M Dawkins (FSU 01 
Nelson). 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
To CPOSTD A. Kemp (RNC CEN SUP 
STF Greenwich). 

To CPOWTR I Brmt (CSST Shore Fsln 
Neptune). T. Casey (Iron Duke). N.S. Proctor 
(Manchester). I.J. Joyce (HQRM). N J D 
Prouse (Raleigh) 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPO(TSSM) R.R. Davies (Dolphin). 
K. Wilkes (Spartan. Neptune). 

To CPOMEM(L) A.D. Cunningham 
(Vigilant (P) Neptune). 

To CPOMEM(M) G.L. Carter (Raleigh). 
J.M Maclean (Vanguard (P) Neptune). J.G. 
Williams (Neptune SMI). PH Breeze 
(Neptune NT). M.W Watson (Clyde Mixman 
1 Neptune). 

To CPO(WSM) - S.A. Burton (Dolphin). I 
Holbrook (Repulse (P) Neptune) 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPOACMN P. Hughes (810 Sqn 
Seahawk) 


Deaths 


In Memoriam 

HMS “KELLY” 

In Memory of the 9 officers and 
121 men lost when the ship was 
dive-bombed and sunk on the 23rd 
May 1941 during the battle of Crete. 

HMS “KELLY" 
RE-UNION ASSOCIATION. 


Lt Cdr Victor Alexander (Hooky) 
Walker one of the first ratings to become an 
FAA pilot (as a PO in 1939) Served 1933-58 
Ships HMS Rodney. Merlin, Seahawk. 
Triumph. Condor. Flew 20 different types of 
aircraft His funeral wake was the last function 
held in the wardroom of HMS Daedalus 
before the establishment closed Aged 79 
Arthur Simmons. ex-PO. survivor HMS 
Edinburgh Aged 85 

G. G. Donald ex CPO. served 1939 63 
Ships Manchester. Roberts. Jupiter, 
Glasgow. Woodbridge Haven Member of 
HMS Glasgow Old Boys Association 
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Warrior as CO and Flag Captain 
to C-in-C Fleet. Sept. 6. 

Capt A. K. Dymock. HMS 
Cornwall as CO and Captain 
Second Frigate Sqn. Oct. 1. 

Capt D. Conley to be Captain 
HMS Dolphin. Aug. 2. 

Col S. P. Hill, to be Director 
Naval Recruiting in rank of 
Brigadier. Oct. 4. 

Rev. C. E. Stewart, Hon. 
Chaplain to the Queen. March 6. 

Cdr A. A. S Adair, HMS 
Battleaxe as CO, May 31. 


To CPOAEM(M) R.H. White (845 Sqn 
Heron) 

To CPOAEM(R) A.E Griffiths (RNAS 
Yeovilton) 

To CPOAEM(L) - R.J. Stearn (RNAS 
Culdrose). S.A. Henrick (Heron). J.J. 
Brennan (Seahawk). J.R Chambers 
(Seahawk). 

MEDICAL BRANCH 

To CPOMA K.J. Hoflis (Talent. Capt 
SM2). S K Moutrey (RNMSS Haslar). A J 
Wallace (INM Alverstoke). 

To CPONN A D McLaren (RH Haslar). 

NON SEA-GOING BRANCHES 
To CPOWWTR(G) C.A. Parker (Naval 
Drafting) 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

Authority was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in April for the following ratings 
to be advanced to Acting Charge Chief 
Artificer 

To ACCMEA ■ K B. Hurst (Chatham). 
G.S. Nicholls (Sultan). M L. Spilka (FSU 01). 
M R. Hancock (Drake CFM), R.P. Hutchinson 
\ M.F. O’C 
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Veterans Medals Lost Your 
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We can replace 
them NOW! 


• FULL SIZE A MINIATURES 
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services, are you entitled to any of 
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• GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 

• VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL 

• MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

• SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL 

• BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL 

Send for brochure & 
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or an S.A.E. for replacement list 

Telephone: (01752) 872672 Fax: (01752) 872723 
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Cdr R. G. Harding. HMS Brave 
as CO. July 9. 

Cdr N. R. Lambert, HMS 

Necastle as CO. Sept. 17. 

Cdr I. Turner, HMS Herald as 
CO. July 30. 

Cdr E. F. Seatherton HMS 
Richmond as CO. Aug. 27. 

Lt Cdr P. J. Houghton, HMS 
Lindistarne as CO. June 29. 

Lt Cdr D. N. Bone, HMS Leeds 
Castle as CO. Aug. 2. 

Lt Cdr K. O. L. Giles. HMS 
Chiddingfold as CO. July 23. 


ptune NT). M.F, O’Connor (CFM 
Portsmouth). M.G. Penketh (Liverpool). M.E. 
Kestle (DG Ships Bath). L.J. Garlick 


I), fi.J.C. Rogerson (Spartan), 
Repulse Port), G.J. Blake (DG 
, M>. Leach (DG Ships Bath). 


. Barry (R 
Ships Bath). 

D.J. Burt (Splendid). 

To ACCWEA JP Sparks (DG Ships 
Portland). A.J. Crawford (Neptune Base 


Ronald Leslie Bassett. ex-L/Tel. served 
1939-54. Ships: Norfolk. Formidable, 
Patroller, landing craft. FFS Triumphant. HMS 
Ocean. March 13. 

Don Parker, served 1942 46. Ships: 
Glendower. Barrow Gurney and BPF 

Dennis Mike Mullan. ex-CERA. Ships: 
Grenville, Anson. Ocean, Stormcioud, 
Dundas. Centaur and HM submarines 
Aurocks. Sleuth. Sylhtan. Tireless. Tiptoe. 
Ampheon. Auriga. March 21, aged 70. 

John Williams. ex-LS Gunner. Ships. 
Glasgow and HM submannes Trenchant and 
Tudor March 27. aged 65 

F. All urn, HMS Barham Survivors 
Association. Other ships: Dunedin. Howe. 
Adamant. Gamecock. Alacrity 

Harold Gilbert Evans. ex-PO Gl. served 
1933-48 Ships: Enterprise. Jersey. St 
Vincent. Member of North Russia Club. Js & 
Ks Association, and Ganges Association 
April 7 

Brian (Frank) Francis, served 25 years. 
Ships: Sussex. Swiftsure. Broadsword. 
Owen. Loch Insh. Loch Lomond. Hardy. Feb. 
23. aged 65. 

Cart Taylor, ex LAEM. served 1942 46. 
Member of Angus branch of FAA Association. 

Ken (Shorty) Short Ships: Hermes. 
Argonaut April 6. 

Ertc Charles Thurgood. ex RDF. served 
1941-46. Ships: Formidable. Nubian March 
23. aged 73. 

Ken Keech. served in minesweepers in 
WWII Member of Scarborough branch of RN 
Patrol Service Association Feb. aged 70. 

William (Jeff) Jeffery ex CPO COXN. 
served 1935-60. Ships Exeter (River Plate). 
Kenya Aged 75. 

Bob Cardy. ex-CERA submariner Boats 
Ofypmus, Swordfish. Taku, H33. Simoom. 
Severn. Excalibur. Member of W. Australia 
SOCA. March 27. aged 87. 

Derek Kent HMS Orion 1943 45 
Treasurer HMS Orion Association. Aged 72. 

Walter Howarth. served in Coastal 
Forces (MTB 453) 1943-45. March 7, aged 
70. 

Harold Saul HMS Brave 1943 46. mem¬ 
ber of Algerines Association. March 24. 

Norman Franklin, member of DEMS 
Association. Served HMS Glendower. 

Reg Cherriman ex-PO. served 1937-53. 


Ops),T McGregor (CWTA Portsmouth). P 
Edwards (CWTA Portsmouth), D.J. Goodall 
(Turbulent). J.L. Pritchard (Neptune SMI), 

W.G Campbell (Neptune SMI). 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER 
Commodore Naval Drafting has been 
no tilled of the following advancements to 
Chief Petty Officer Artificer which were made 
by Commanding Officers: 

To ACPOCT(A) A.J. Grant (London). 

To ACPOCT(L) - J Cairns (SCU Leydene 
ACNS). K A Davies (Brave). 

To AC POME A R.M Ashdowne 
(Sultan).L.M. Ball (Fearless). A.R Bevans 
(Norfolk). A.D. Clarke (Vanguard Port). N.R. 

Grant (Manchester).S.M Greenough 
(Portsmouth FMRO). M L Johnsen (Sultan). 

P.A. Lewis (Manchester). H. McDonagh PO(SKSM)(0) 

(Neptune NT). S.C Miles (Portsmouth Nil.PO(TSXSly 

FMRO), A.W Price (Drake CFM). C M J. Nil.PORS(SM] 

Smith (Portsmouth FMRO). M Waring LRO(SM) 

(Drake CFM) 

To CPOMEA J.A MacLennan (Beaver). 

K.A. Moir (Resolution Port). M.R. Thewlts 
(Brilliant) 

To ACPOAEA A.D Hamson (849 Sqn B 
Fit). 

To CPOAEA - L.B Burns (DGA(N) MASU 

To ACPOWEA • R.K. Barnes (Excellent). 

M M.G. Fidler (Glasgow), PI. Lee (Brazen). 

M E. Walker (Brazen). 

To CPOWEA G.M. Bates (Illustrious). 

N.A Richards (Portsmouth FMR). A N. Rowe 
(London). 


THE following list shows the total points of the 
men and women at the top of each advance 
ment roster for petty officer and leading rates 
as at May. 1996 

Intermedianes (Int) indicates that person 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive ment points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them. This 
means that personnel are advanced in “basic 
date" order Dates shown against “Int," ros 
ters are the basic dates of the top eligible per 
sonnel 

The number following the points (or basic 
date) is the number of men who were 
advanced during April. 

CCMEAML 250. 6; CCMEAEL Int 
(12 1 96) 5: CCMEAMLSM 135. 3: 

CCMEAELSM 115. 3; CCWEAADC Dry. 

3 CCWEAWDO Dry 1 CCWEAADCSM 
213.2; CCWEAWDOSM 321. 2; CCAEAM 

261. Nil.CCAEAR 222. Nil CCAEAWL 
405. Nil 

PO<EW)(0) 243. 9; LS(EW) 138. 9; 

PO(M) Int (15.2.94) 8. LS(M)- Int (15.11.94) 
8:PO(R) 377. 6; LS(R) 120 . 13 PO(S) 
89. Nil; LS(S) 187. Nil; PO(D) 416. 2; LS(D) 
626. 5. PO(MW)(0) 190. 2 LS(MW) 285. 

4 PO(SR) 462. Nil; LS(SR) 281. 3. 

PCXSEA) 481. 4; POCY 491. 3; LRO(T) 
479. 5; PORS 487. 8. LRO(G) 279, 8. 
POPT 429 , 2; RPO 452. Nil; 

POMEM(LXGS) Int. 1; LMEM(L)(GS) Int. 
10; POMEM(M)(GS) 559. 15; 

LMEM(M)(GS) 332, 18; POWEM(OXGS) 
169. 7; LWEM(OXGS) 174, 16. 

POWEM(RXGS) 169. 9 LWEM(R)(GS) 
195. Nil; POCA 474. Nil; LCH(GS) - 346. 9; 

D(GS) 149. 1. 
188. 3: 
- 217, 10; 

POMA - 276. 7; LMA - Int (18.11 94). 6. 
PO<SXSMXO) 419. Nil; LS(SXSM) 536. 
Nil. POrrSXSM) 346. Nil; LS(TSKSM) - 261. 
Nil. PORSfSM) 532. Nil. 

LRO(SM) 334. Nil POMEM(LXSM) 
343. 2; LMEM(L)(SM) 126. 1; 


WEM(R)( 

LSA(SM) 

LWTR(SM; 


Swop drafts 


Ships: Curlew. Colombo. Liverpool. Siskin. 
Blackcap. Combined Ops. including D Day 
March 25. aged 74 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

Major M. J. Baizley MBE. RM Ships: 
Lanka. Kenya. Proctor. 43 Cdo, RM Deal 
Lt H. W. Francis. Ships Meon. Jupiter. 
Cavalier. Brighton. Tiger. Aurora. Cambridge. 
Excellent 

Cdr (Special - N) W. J. Gibson OBE. RD. 
RNR. HQ Reserves 

Cdr(S) R. L. Kirby OBE Ships: Ybrk. St 
Angelo. Medway Kestrel. Abercrombie. 
Byrsa. Blackcap. Pembroke. Tamar. Victory. 

Cdr P. B. North Lewis DSC Ships 
Javelin. Tuscan. 

Lt Cdr(S) W. Richardson. Ships: St 
Vincent. Suffolk. Atheling, Ocean. Ganges 
Major C. S. Watson RM Ships: Nelson. 
Vbrk. St Angelo. RM Deal and Portsmouth 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

The deaths are reported of the following 
shipmates 

W. R. (Bill) Dunlevey DSM. BEM. 
Kidderminster, served 1936-74 Member of 
FEPOW. witnessed A bomb. Nagasaki. 
Instructor at TS Euryalus. Oxford in 1970s 
Wal Askey associate Btoxwich Aged 59 
Bill (Dusty) Miller, life member and ex 
treasurer. Henlow. Joined RN 1942. Served 
destroyers and submannes March 1 

Roy Bradbury. Mansfield & District, 
served 1941 -46. March 1. aged 68. 

William Wragg. Mansfield & District, 
served 1941-46. March 12. aged 72. 

William C. Voller DSM. Ferndown. Ex 
CPOCOXN. Ships: Iron Duke. Queen 
Elizabeth. Alecto. Barham, Wrestler. Myngs. 
Messina. Finisterre. March 19. aged 85. 

Thomas Ingram. Shrewsbury Member of 
Algerines Association March 19 

Denis Sharland Edmonton Member of 
Algerines Association March 21. 

T. Wheatcroft DSM. Portsmouth. Ships: 
Glasgow, Penelope. April 12 

Sid Peach founder member and presi¬ 
dent. Gloucester Ex-CPO Served in both 
World Wars. Ships: Watchman. Bermuda 
Founder Gloucester SCC unit. Aged 95 
Wilf Lewis. Gloucester. Served in HMS 
Golden Hind Aged 74 


LS(M) Nic 


;. MC/WD(U), HMS Beaver. 


192, 1; POWTR(SM) 206. Nil; 
330. Nil; POCA(SM) Dry. Nil; 


CH(SM) - ( 

LSTTHSM) 1161. Nil; POA(AH) 1139. 5; 
LA(AH) 1015. 5; POA(METOC) Dry. Nil; 
LA(METOC) Int (3.6.94), 1. 

POA(PHOT) 690. Nil; POA(SE) 867. 
Nil; LA(SE) 473. Nil POACMN 529. 3; 
POAEM(M) 309. 6; LAEM(M) 494 10; 
ROAEM(R) 75. 1; LAEM(R) 431. 4 
POAEM(L) - Int (5.10.95). 4 LAEM(L) 405. 
10; POAC Dry. Nil; POW(R) 454. 1; LW(R) 
461. Nil. POW(RS) - 712. Nil. LWRO 608. 
Nil. POWPT 481. Nil; RPOW 324. Nil; 
POWCA Int (15.6.95). Nil; LWCH 125. Nil; 
POWSTD 1184. Nil; LWSTD 380. 1; 
POWSA 338. NiLLWSA 227.1. 

POWWTR 259. 4. LWWTR 110. 10; 
POWWTR(G) 266. 2: POW(METOC) Dry. 
Nil, LW(METOC) Dry. Nil. POW(PHOT) 83. 
Nil; POWAEM(M) Dry. Nil; LWAEM(M) Dry. 
Nil; POWAEM(R) Dry. Nil; LWAEM(R) 448. 
Nil; POWAEM(WL) 787. Nil. LWAEM(WL) 
234, Nil POWETS 754 Nil. LWETS 217. 
Nil; LWTEL 649. Nil. POWWA 209. Nil. 
LWWA 415. Nil. POWDHYG 339. Nil 
POWDSA Int (8 11.95). 1; LWDSA Int 

(9.6.95) . 3; POEN(G) Int. 11.1.94, Nil. 
LEN(G) - Int (8.2 94), Nil PONN 204. Nil; 
POMA(Q) 109. 2; LMA(O) 268. 3 

PO(AWW) Dry. Nil LOM(AWW) Int 

(12.4.95) , 5; PO(AWWT) Dry. Nil; 

LOM(AWT) Int (18 8 95). 6: PO(UW) Dry 
Nil. LOM(UW) Int (16.5.95). Nil PO(EW) 
Dry. Nil; LOM(EW) Int (12.7.95). Nil; 
PO(MW) Dry. Nil LOM(MW) Int (14.3.95). 
Nil. PO(C) Int (11.10 94). Nil LOM(C) Int 
(9 8 95). 1; PO(SSM) 200. Nil; LOM(SSM) 
lnt(24.5 95). Nil; PO(TSM) - 141. Nil; 
LOM(TSM) Int (29 6.95). Nil; PO(CSM) 
480. Nil; LOM(CSM) Int 12 9 95). Nil; 
PCHWSM) - 550. 5; LOM(WSM) 549. Nil 

The Basic Dates quoted tor the female rat¬ 
ings in the following categories, which have 
no examination for the next higher rate are 
applied in accordance with BR1066 Chapter 
22 : 

POWQA 441. Nil; POWTEL • 520. Nil; 

It should be noted that the number of 
B13's issued in the female categories are 
those advanced from the female Shore 
Roster. 


AB{EW) Field HMS Newcastle (in refit. 
T ext 64727). sea draft. Will consider 


any Portsmouth or possibfy Plymouth draft. 

SA1 D. R. Thompson. Portsmouth ext 
27546/23398. drafted HMS Fearless. Sept 9 
Will swop tor any Portsmouth ship deploying 
or not. 

ALRO(T) Power UKSUBCAMS 
(Northwood) ext. 8435. drafted HMS 
Invincible. Oct 15. Will consider any Plymouth 
ship. 

MEM(M) Blachtord (Scale A). RM Poole 
ext. 2542, dratted HMS Bicester. Aug. Will 
swop tor any Portsmouth Hunt-class MCMV 
not deploying 

MA Millar. CTC RM ext 4069/4135. will 
swop tor any Portsmouth area shore base. 

WCK1 Marshall 3HA Mess. HMS Brave. 
BFPO 233. drafted HMS Nelson. July 2 Will 
swop tor any Plymouth shore base 
-Nicholls MC f 


Portsmouth area draft or any Type 42 or car¬ 
rier not deploying this year 

OM(AWI) Climpson. contact CPO 
Harvey at HMS Dryad ext 4563 Drafted HMS 
Liverpool. July 15. Will swop tor any carrier 

dOQlPyjpq 

AB(OV) Lynham 3R Port Mess. HMS 
Manchester, due for DED in Portsmouth. Aug. 
Will swop tor any Plymouth shore base or 
ship preferably not deploying 

AB(R) Ball (CACS trained). RNAS 
Portland ext 5460/5050. drafted HMS 
Chatham (deploying early 97). Aug Will swop 
tor any Plymouth ship not deploying 


BFPO 225. deploying 97. Will swop for any 
Plymouth ship deploying or not or any 
Plymouth base. 

POCK Thomas. POs Mess. HMS 
Cornwall. BFPO 256, will consider anything. 

LMEM(M) M. J. Spencer HMS Drake 
CFM. ext 6/178. drafted HMS Edinburgh 
Aug. Will swop tor any Devonport ship deploy¬ 
ing or not. 

POWEA(OC) R. J. Crane (air weapons). 
POs Mess. HMS Edinburgh. BFPO 277. 
deploying Will swop tor any non deploying or 
short deployment ship 

AB(EW) G. Upton 2J Mess. HMS 
Northumberland. BFPO 345. Will swop tor 
any Portsmouth ship, preferably not deploy 
ing, or Portsmouth shore base 

AB(M) Dash 3P Mess. HMS Brazen. 
BFPO 234. dratted HMS Ark Royal, late Aug 
Will swop for any Plymouth area shore base 
or Devonporl ship not deploying 

CK Booth. HMS Brave. BFPO 233 (enter¬ 
ing DED. Devonport. Sept.) Will swop for any 
ship on foreign deployment after July (prefer 
ably Guff or Far East). 

MEM(L) Hutchings (Scale B), HMS 
Excellent ext. 7123/6. dratted HMS Iron Duke. 
Aug 28 (changes base to Portsmouth in Oct.) 
Will - 


necessary) 

BFPO 289. drafted HMS Neptune. July 9. Will 
swop for any Portsmouth shore base or 
London. 

POWTR Fudge HMS Neptune ext 6248. 
will swop tor any Portsmouth draft 

STD Hickman, 5E Mess. HMS Invincible. 
BFPO 308. will swop tor any Plymouth Type 
22/23. 

LCK Tetford. HMS Raleigh ext 41268. 
drafted HMS Grafton. June. Will swop for any 
Devonport ship deploying or not. 

LS(M) D. R. Chatfield 3H Mess. HMS 
Edinburgh. BFPO 277. will swop tor any 


Bulldog back 
from Gulf 

SURVEY ship HMS Bulldog 
returned to Devonport on April 
19 after more than five months in 
the Gulf. 

During her deployment she 
sailed 15,000 miles and was 
engaged in a range of surveying 
work and environmental data 
gathering. 

Among the ports she visited 
were Djibouti, Muscat in Oman, 
Doha and Bahrain. At Cadiz, on 
her way back. Bulldog was visited 
by the Hydrographer of the Navy, 
Rear Admiral John Clarke. 

Memorial to flak 
ship casualties 

MORE than 100 veterans paraded 
at the unveiling of a memorial 
plaque to the 3,000 Servicemen 
who lost their lives in landing craft 
gun vessels and flak ships during 
World War II. 

The unveiling, on April 18, was 
carried out by the Commandant 
General Royal Marines, Maj. 
Gen. David Pennefathcr at the 
memorial garden of the Royal 
Marines Museum in Portsmouth. 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 40 years 3QO 

pages to recall some of the May head- --- 

lines of past decades ... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 



The frigate HMS Chichester in Hong Kong 
waters... she left for home 20 years ago after 
three years' duty as the Colony guardship. 


HMS Porpoise, first of a new class of post-war 
submarines, was launched. So that accommoda¬ 
tion could be used to the best advantage a wood¬ 
en mock-up of the boat had been built on shore, 
with a seamen’s mess being completed “in full 
detail". 

30 years ago 

In a special supplement, Navy News reported the 
£45 million development of the Clyde submarine 
Base at Faslane, as well as the armaments depot 
at Coulport and 1,400 married quarters. We car¬ 
ried a picture of a model of the new barracks 
being built at Rosyth - to be named HMS 
Cochrane. 

20 years ago 

There was a “general belief" that the Armed 
Forces pay would rise by a maximum of £6 a 
week - the limit allowed under the Government’s 
national pay restraints. Even so, the purchasing 
power of Service pay was “likely to be less than it 
was after the 1975 Review." 
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General John Sheehan, Senior Allied Commander Atlantic, 
meets Maj Ian Grant, OC Of 539 ASRM. Picture: RM News Team 


Royals in Norway for NATO exercise 


ROYAL Marines joined forces from eiaht NATO nations for 


a combined exercise In the spectacular fjords and moun¬ 
tains of Northern Norway. 

The Royals were taking part in exercise Battle Griffin as part of 
the United Kingdom Netherlands Amphibious group. 

Battle Griffin takes place every three years and involves the US 
Marine Corps, NATO Composite Force and Multi-National 
Maritime Forces working together to deploy troops and equip- 

led area 


ment from the Trondelag area to specified areas of operations. 

VIP visitor 


RM and 5 Airborne Brigade. 

The RFA Fort George was the flagship to the Commodore of the 
UK Netherland Amphibious Group during exercise Battle Griffin. 

The newest RFA's helicopter capability, one-stop replenishment 
role and boosted communications provided a very capable and 
flexible command platform. RFA Fort George is also sailing to the 
USA to take part in Purple Star. 

• Armed Forces Minister Nicholas Soames officially opened 
the new Royal Marines Barracks at Chivenor. near Barnstaple in 
North Devon. 


General John Sheehan USMC, Senior Allied Commander 
Atlantic, visited Royal Marines from 539 Assault Squadron during 
the exercise. 

General Sheehan is to be the overall commander of exercise 
Purple Star, the biggest UK exercise to be held in the USA (see 
back page) with the major UK forces coming from 3 Cdo Brigade 


The barracks are the new home of the Logistics Regiment and 
59 Independent Squadron Royal Engineers previously based at 
Seaton Barracks and Coypool in Plymouth. 

In another relocation, the Joint Warfare Staff at Royal Marines 
Poole have moved to the Permanent Joint Headquaters at 
Northwood. Their new address is JHQ Room 147, PJHQ 
Northwood. Middlesex HA6 3HP. 


HMS Endurance 
explores sea of 
uncharted ice 

ICE PATROL ship HMS Endurance boldly went where no other ship had gone 
before in the latest phase of her seven-month Antarctic deployment. 

She completed passage soundings in the largely uncharted Ronne Entrance at 73 degrees South 
and became the first ship ever to sail into the Carroll Inlet, where she conducted ice core drillings 
and oceanographic dips. 

And scientists who landed 
on Sim’s Island to collect rock 
samples are believed to be the 
first people ever to set foot 
there. 

While in the area Endurance 
approached the mainland ice 
front and carried out the first 
ice-breaking proper of the sea¬ 
son. 

The ship redefined the land 
mass and conducted heli¬ 
copter reconnaissance in order 
to remap the coastline. 

Substantial information was 
gathered, including data on the 
height and limits of the ice 
front itself and the next genera¬ 
tion of charts should look sig¬ 
nificantly different. 

Endurance’s survey boats 
have been busy throughout the 
ship's third and final work peri¬ 
od, with teams deployed 


Cold bath: 
AEM Rafferty 
is winched 



around Rothera and to the 
North West of the Falklands. 

While on a walk ashore in 
South East Falklands, several 
members of HMS Endurance’s 
ship’s company were dismayed 
to discover that the memorial 
dedicated to those who lost 
their lives in HMS Sheffield in 
1982 was in a poor state of 
repair. 

Memorable 

Endurance’s Lynx landed a 
team on Sealion Island who 
were able to repair and reno¬ 
vate the memorial. 

The event was particularly 
memorable for Marine Nick 
Borritt whose father was Chief 
Gunnery Instructor in HMS 
Sheffield. 

During the third phase of the 
deployment six submariners 
were embarked to complement 


the ship’s company while 
south of the Antarctic Circle. 

OM Higgy Higgins and AB 
Rattler Morgan achieved a dou¬ 
ble first with the Antarctic 
Circle crossing having previ¬ 
ously surfaced at the North 
Pole in submarines. 

Endurance is now looking 
forward to Northerly courses 
and ice-free seas as she heads 
for Rio and Barbados on her 
way to Portsmouth. She is 
expected to arrive on May 9. 

• Thirty six members of the 
ship’s company raised £1,000 
for the Sarah Duffen Centre for 
Downs Syndrome sufferers in 
Portsmouth through a 60-hour 
non-stop row and run over 
1,800 km, the distance sailed 
by Shackleton in the first 
Endurance from Elephant 
Island to South Georgia in 
1916. 



HMS Southampton opens up with 
her 4.5 during naval gunfire training 
off the coast of Gibraltar. 


Gunnery in the 
sun for HMS 
Southampton 


GUNNERY trainees had a real 
blast during a week of live Firing 
exercises from HMS 
Southampton off the coast of 
Gibraltar. 

PWO(A) Course 105(A) and the 
Gun Controllers Course from HMS 
Dryad put their simulator and class¬ 
room training to the test under the 
watchful eye of Dryad staff led by Lt 
Cdr Phil Milbum. 

They covered the whole spectrum 
from air defence exercises, close 
range firings, naval gunfire support 
and surface gunnery serials. 

At the same time, HMS 
Southampton’s warfare team, includ¬ 
ing PWO(A) Lt Kevin Smith and 
CHOPS(M) Kid Jensen closely mon¬ 
itored the drill, safety and perfor¬ 
mance of the weapons. 

During the week of training the 
ship fired 340 rounds of 4.5, 370 
rounds of Phalanx, 540 rounds of 
20mm, 1520 rounds of 7.62 and 17 
chaff rockets. 

The training week was a very busy 
time for Southampton’s Weapon 
Engineering Department who were 
under pressure to keep the equip¬ 


ment fully operational while giving 
students the maximum value for their 
time on board. 

Despite the high demands placed 
upon them all the students received 
the required 'hands on’ time for this 
stage of their course. 

On the last day of training the 
course culminated in a full blown 
battle damage exercise to add realism 
to the air defence serials. 

The students wrestled with simu¬ 
lated attacks by Hawk trainer aircraft 
while conducting naval gunfire sup¬ 
port. 

To add to the pressure put on 
them, key weapons and sensors were 
switched off, often just before the 
next air raid! 

At the end of the exercise sailors 
took full advantage of Gib’s sporting 
and social facilities. As usual the 
Rock Race the following morning 
proved to many that the two types of 
activity do not mix well! 

The winner was CCWEA Mark 
Lovibond. On the soccer field the 
ship beat the Combined Services 
team 6-1 with LPT Mae McConville 
scoring three goals. 




















“What’s the point of training 
in 30 feet visibility?” 


MORE BOOTNECKS! 

Everybody knows that the Royal Marines have helped Britain win time 
and time again. Some, like Napoleon, found out too late. But not many 
people know that the Corps is recruiting today. 

The Royal Marine Commandos need hundreds of high calibre men to be 
part of a winning team right now. 

The Corps still offers 

hirst class training designed to bring young men up to scratch 

* Good pay, even while training 

* A chance to go places 

* A purposeful job to be proud of 

Iell your friends and relatives. Better still, point potential recruits in the 
direction of their local RN and RM Careers Office or tell them to telephone 
0345 300123. You could be doing them the favour of a lifetime. 


ROYAL 

NAVY 


join the Royal Marines. 
See the World... Differently 




CURRICULUM VITAE 

• Specialists in Service C.Vs 

• Convert Service Docs to Civvy Jargon 

• Individually Tailored by Human Resource 
Professional 

• Quality Comes as Standard 

REDE SERVICES 

82, Langdale Close, Estover, Plymouth 
TEL/FAX: (01752) 700659 


IF®K 8AUE 

SUB PO, OFF LICENCE 
NEWS AND STORE 

In North Yorkshire rural village. 
250 sq.’ shop area, 5 bedroom 
house with GCH. 

T/O C68K - NEWS C500 
PO SALARY £8,700 

Freehold £152,000 

Contact: Mrs Barr 
Tel: 01132 300633 
do Parkway Hotel, Otley Road, 
Leeds. LSI 6 8AG. 


-4 R S 


.■f. 


Merchant Navy & Offshore 
Safety Courses 

(MSA & OPITO Fire-fighting, 

Sea Survival, First Aid) 

MSA Deck & Engine 

Certificates of Competence 
Contact: 

WARSASH MARITIME CENTRE 
Newtown Road, Warsash 
Southampton S031 9ZL 
TEL: 01489 576161 FAX: 01489 573988 


Somewhere down the line von are 


going to have to work in 


one foot visibility, so you might as 


well learn how to handle it. 
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UNDERWATER 

CENTRE 


Fort Wuliam. 

Inverness-shire PH33 6LZ. 
Scotland. UK 

TEL: 01397 703786 
FAX: 01397 704969 


“After leaving the Navy I 
could have trained at home 
in Sydney, but another diver 
told me about the 
Underwater Centre at Loch 
Linnhe. The opportunity to 
get the best diver training in 
the world from experienced 
professional instructors 
made the journey to 
Sco: ! and worth doing. 
Having been there I am 
acsolutely certain I made 
the right decision” 

DAVE • AUSTRALIA 


THE 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR VACANCIES 
PLEASE CONTACT 
SARAH JACOBS ON 
(01705)724226 


WIVES 

Income Opportunity 

WORKING FROM HOME 

with 

Q#* 

Phone May 0191 5847356 
Independent Consultant 


RESIDENT CARETAKER 

Required For 

Prestige block of flats overlooking the Sea 
and Southsea Common. Duties include 
cleaning, porterage, liason with managing 
agents ana contractors, and general assistance 
to the residents. 

Experience of a service related industry would 
be desirable together with some basic property- 
maintenance Knowledge. Personal aualities 
of tact, discretion, common sense ana probity 
are essential and an interest in gardening 
would be useful. 

This is a resident post and the occupancy of a 
one bedroom flat forms part of the remuneration 
package. 

Pleaase apply in writing with full CV to: 

John Nouch 
General Accident 
Property Management 
1st Floor, 154 London Road 
North End 

Portsmouth. PQ2 9DJ 


ADVERTISEMENT 

RATES 


Operative from 1.1.95. All rates exclusive of VAT 

DISPLAY Size in ems Cost 

Whole Page 37.0 x 27.3 £1,950 

Half Page 18.4x27.3 £1,060 

Quarter Page 18.4x13.4 £600 

Single col. cm (Min 2.5 cm) £12 

Series Discount, 5% on 6 insertions 

Series Discount, 10% on 12 insertions 

Advertising Agency Commission, 10% 

Colour Rates on Application 

CLASSIFIED 

Run-on advertisements 75p per word 

Minimum charge (cxcl Box No) £22.50 

Box Number £2.75 extra 


All new advertisers, including Agencies, first payment required in 
advance. Where Monthly Accounts are not approved, advertising is 
on a pre-paid basis only. 

Where account terms have been approved, payment is required within 30 
days of date of invoice. 

STOP PRESS 

Navy News can now accept payment by credit cards: Visa, Delta, Access, 
Mastercard. Please use coupon on Page 4 or Ring 01705 826040 for details 


A sailor's life offers unique opportunities for travel , excitement 
and being part of the action. 

If you are observant, curious and enjoy writing, study in your 
spare time to be a freelance journalist through the NCTJ’s 
Distance Learning courses and turn your service life experiences 
into profit. Also photo-journalism for press photographers. 

Write for details to the regional newspaper industry's own 
training scheme. 

National Council for the Training of Journalists. 

Latton Bush Centre, Southern Way, Harlow, Essex CM 18 7BL 
Telephone 01279 430009 or Fax 01279 438008 




1 t Writing and 
m 1 / Presentation. 

Fast, effective, 
quality specialist services for the 
Services. Call or Fax: 

^ 01752 - 344842 (24 hrs) j 


MILITARY CV SERVICES 

The original CV service for 1IM Farce*; 
established in 1984 

A world-wide CV firm run by i formcT rtguUr officer 
md current full time career consul Uni Put clients 
netude men and women of all ranks from every arm 
md branch of the Service*. 

Why not write or telephone far full detail* to: 
Anthony Jacques 

66 High View Road. Guildford 

Surrey GIJ2 SRU 

Tel: 01483 823766 




JOBS AT SEA 

and ABROAD '96 

Unskilled, skilled, inexperienced, good 
pay. UK/worldwide. Cruise ships, tugs, 
merchants, tankers, ferries, dredging, 
oil/gas rigs. Irawlers. diving, salvage, 
yacht crewing, marine biology, survey, 
oceanography, watersports instructors. 
Latest vital information job pack (with 
other jobs abroad 1996 
vacancy/recruitment supplements). 
Complete job pack £5.95 chequ&PO: 

MARINE EMPLOYMENT 
(Floor 3E), Brittanic House, 
Swanage BH19 INF 


AMAZING 
2nd INCOME 

EARN AROUND £2(>00pm 
PLUS!! 

WORKING FROM HOME 

IN YOUR SPARE TIME 
CALL 24 HRS & LISTEN 
01159 429234 

v (NORMAL BT RATES 90 SEC CALL) . 































































NAVY NEWS. MAY 19% H 


Options 



Education 



FINBOROUGH SCHOOL 

Independent Boarding and Day School for Boys and Girls 

★ Members of ISAI/ISIS/BSA 

★ Continuous education 2 to 18 years 

★ Entry possible at any age 

★ All staff fully qualified, mainly graduates 

★ Good family atmosphere 

★ Extensive grounds and playing fields 

★ Fully inclusive fees — approx 90% covered by BSA 

Apply lor prospectus: 

The Admission Officer, The Hall, Gt. Finborough, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, IP14 3EF (01449) 674479 


ST. DUNSTAN'S ABBEY SCHOOL 

PLYMOUTH 

WITH THE SELLON SCHOOL OF SPEECH AND DRAMA 

Day and Boarding School for Girls 
Prep. Department 4-11 years 
Senior School 11-18 years 

MOVING TO NEW SITE EASTER 1996 

Now offering full hoarding in single study bedrooms 

Telephone (01752) 663998 
tor a prospectus 

Registered Charily Number 306736 



& 


UANTOCK PjCHOOL 


Over Stowey, Nr Bridgwater, 
Somerset, TA5 1HD 

Full Boarding, Weekly Boarding and Day 
Independent School for Boys and Girls, 7—18 



★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 


Small classes 
Pupil/Staff ratio 7:1 
Personal Success 
Excellent facilities 
Reasonable fees 
Countryside location 


OPEN DAY SATURDAY 8th JUNE 


For more information please contact: 

The Headmaster’s Secretary on (01278) 732252 


BOLITHO 



SCHOOL 


PENZANCE 


DAY AM) BOARDING SCHOOL. BOYS AND GIRLS 3-18 YEARS 
• SERVICE BURSARIES AVAILABLE * 

- SMALL CLASSES * EXCELLENT TEACHERS * 

* HIGH STANDARDS • HAPPY ENVIRONMENT * 

FOR FULL PROSPECTUS RING 01736 63271 FAX 01736 330960 


Royal Alexandra & Albert School 

i 


Smaller Classes, 
Better Facilities, 
Quality Teaching, 
Lower Fees. 



Fees (including uniform) within BSA 
Voluntary aided with boarding places for 


boys am 


ry aide 
a girls 


aged 7 to 17 


• Within 45 mins of Central London & close to 
Gatwick & Heathrow airports 

• Superb extra-curricular and pastoral facilities 

‘The most popular school for Service Children” 

(Sunday Telegraph) 

For further information please telephone 

Mrs Dorothy Wood, Admissions Secretary 
Royal Alexandra & Albert School 
Gatton Park, Reigate, Surrey RH2 0TW 
(01737) 643052 

Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. Registered Charity No. 311945 




GIVE YOUR CHILD 


© 


FIRST CLASS 
EDUCATION 


Lomond School has always been at the forefront of innovation and 
forward thinking in the field of private education. 

The school which has both day pupils and boarding facilities is lot .tied 
within half an hour of Glasgow and its network of international links, 
examination results are excellent, the average class size is 15 pupils and 
there is a wide range of extra curriculum opportunity, with sport, 
outdoor education, music and drama being notable strengths. 

Lomond has a long association with Service s personal and a generous 
busary is available for Service families who wish to take advantage of 
our first rate hoarding school. 

For full details, please contact the Headmaster. 


LOMOND SCHOOL 

- Helensburgh - 




10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 
Telephone (01436) 672476 Fax: (01436) 678320 


The school exists for the education of children 



BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS (3-18) 

# An excellent standard of education provided by a fully qualified 
staff 

# A well disciplined, friendly, caring environment with small classes 

# Over thirty extra-curricular activities 

I Boarders enjoy family atmosphere with comfortable 
accommodation 

% One residential member of staff for every ten boarders 

# Bursaries available for service children 

# Member of ISAI and accredited by ISJC 

# Sixth form specialising in GNVQ Business Courses and small ‘A’ 
level groups 

T rinity (!) school 

Buckeridge Road, Teignmouth, Devon 
Tel. (01626) 774138 

Trinity School is a charitable institution for the education of children 



PARK 
,t\d Ed 


Boys and Girls 
18 Day and Boarding 


JteglJtfred Charity 
existing to 

educate children < 

han ts 


Wilton House School 

Battle, Hastings, East Sussex. TN33 9BS TEL/FAX: 01424 830234 

Co-educational Boarding & Day School 

Head Office and Sanlor School: Catsfleld Place, Battle 

GCSE and A' Levels 11 to 18 years tfl 

Junior School: Broomham, Guestllng, Hastings. 5 to 13 years *«»%, A . te ^ 

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuition arranged when required 

• Computor workshop •Swimming Pools •Tennis Courts •Games fields 
•Horse Riding •Escort Service to and from Airports 
Established since 1954 Apply: The School Secretary 



Wykeham House School 

East Street, Fareham 

G.5.A INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
(Aged 4-16 years) 

Entry: to infants by interview. To junior School by assessment and 
examination. To Senior School by Common Entrance 
For vacancies contact: 

The Bursar (01329) 282356 

A registered education charitable trust 


BOOK NOW FOR OUR AUTUMN 
EDUCATION SPECIAL 
TEL: 01705 724226. 


WARMINSTER 
SCHOOL 

Coeducational, Day and Boarding 
4 to 18 years old 

★ Pupils can join at any age 

★ Long experience in caring for Services families 

★ Bursaries available, plus 6th Form Scholarships and awards at 
11 + 

★ Continuity of education across the whole age range, within a 
caring, friendly community 

★ An opportunity to keep the whole family together 

★ Small class sizes, excellent facilities 

★ High standards and clear expectations 

Prospectus and further details ma> be obtained from 
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA 12 8PJ 
(Tel: 01985 213038; Fax: 01985 214129) 

Warnuruter School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls 




CO EDUCATIONAL (Boarding & Day) 


Juniors 7-13+ yrs (IAPS) Seniors 13-18 yrs 
Established 1854 (ISAI) 


NEWLANDS welcomes sons and daughters of NAVY, 
Army and Air Force personnel into our boarding com¬ 
munity. A high percentage of forces boarders is main¬ 
tained. Fees in line with the BSA. 

0 A complete education (7-18 yrs) in two schools on one campus 

* Excellent teaching in small classes by qualified and dedicated 
staff 

* The Gannon Centre, offers specialist help for DYSLEXIA and 
other learning difficulties 

* Academic work is based on the National Curriculum, leading 
to GCSE ‘A' Level and University Entrance 

* Lively artistic, musical and cultural curriculum, includes Ballet, 
Modern Dance, Drama, Orchestras, Choirs 

* Strong sporting tradition includes Swimming .Cricket, Tennis, 
Rounders, Volleyball, Athletics, Soccer, Rugby, Hockey 

* Supportive family atmosphere throughout 

* Travel and escort arrangements include coaches to Romsey, 
Aldershot, Southampton/Eastleigh Airports. Escorts: Stanstead 
Gatwick and Heathrow Airports and London (Victoria Station) 
All minibuses fitted with forward facing seating and seatbelts. 


OUR PROSPECTUS WILL GIVE FURTHER DETAILS 

NEWLANDS JUNIOR HEADMASTER NEWLANDS SENIOR HEADMASTER 
Roger C. Clarke BA MA (Ed) Brian F. Underwood MA Dip Ed (Oxon) 

TEL: (01323) 892334 Ext NN1 TEL: (01323) 890309 Ext NN1 
FAX: (01323) 898420 FAX: (01323) 490100 


Newlands School exists to provide education for boys and girls. 
Registered Charity No. 297606. 



BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, Fareham P017 5BL 

CO-EDUCATIONAL NURSERY and PREPARATORY SCHOOL 


★ Girls Boarding now available ★ Friendly community 

★ Weekly/Full Boarding ★ Special Needs Teacher 

★ Extensive Grounds * Excellent facilities 

★ Nursery 3 to 5 years ★ Scholarships awarded 

★ Bus Service to Havant ★ Proven academic record 

★ Established since 1918 * Strong forces links 

For a free prospectus — telephone 


01329 280955 


(Boundary Oak School Trust Ltd exists to educate tor boys and girts) 


CHILTON 
CANTELO 
SCHOOL 

YEOVIL, SOMERSET Tel: (01935) 850555 

Independent Co-ed Day/Boarding School 
Preparatory: 8-11. Senior: 11-18 

. . where pupils achieve" 

Tcrmly fees (+BSA): Prep: £289 Senior: £402 
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Options 




Reunions 


MAY 

CINCIBERLANT 1993-95 A reunion will 
t* Meld May 17 to 20 at Butlms South Coast 
World Bognor Regis For deatils contact 
Andy Hunstone. Tel 01705 798412. 

North Russia Club A reunion will be held 
on May 22 at the RBL Club Culver Rd. 
Lancing. Sussex £7 per head includes buffet 
and music (please make cheques out to the 
North Russia Club). For details, contact 
Alber Horne. 30 Hamble Rd. Sompting. 
Lanr.ig. Sussex BN 15 OES Tel 01903 
762466 

JUNE 

HMS Cardigan Bay 1958-59 Any ratings 
from the above commission, we are trying to 
arrange a reunion Anyone interested should 
contact Michael Solomons. 6 Thackeray 
Walk. Ferrybridge. Knottingley. West 
Yorkshire WF11 800 Tel 01977 676072. 


Super T Class Club A reunion of people 
who served in any of the Super T Class of 
submarines (stretched Ts) is to be held in the 
Forte Post House Hotel. Great Bar 
Birmingham on June 1 Details from Doug 
Shepherd. 38 Christies Lane. Montrose. 
Angus DD10 8HY Scotland Tel 01674 
677812. 

HMS Veryan Bay The first reunion is to 
be held at the Nautical Club. Bishopgate St. 
Birmingham, on June 8 Details from Mr Vic 
Neale Tel 0121 783 8920 

North Russia Club A reunion will be held 
on June 8 at HMS Nelson. Portsmouth Ex 
crew members of HMS Ripley and HMS 
Belfast welcome Buffet meal, music etc 6pm 
until late. Tickets £10. ladies welcome For 
details please send a SAE to Mervyn 
Williams. 87 Olive Rd. Coxford. Southampton 
SOI 6 5FT. Tel 01703 906402 

HMS Manchester Association hold their 
AGM and annual reunion on June 8 at SS 
Shieldhall. Ocean Village. Southampton fol¬ 
lowed by a church service at St Anns 
Church. HM Dockyard. Portsmouth on June 
9 For details please contact Mr MT Broad 
22 Ledbury Rd. Cosham. Portsmouth P06 
4BS Tel 01705 385664 

Flower Class Corvette Association 

East Anglia Area, meet in the Lowestoft area 
on June 12. Anyone interested should con 
tact Mr B Butler (HMS Aconit). 114 
Woodland View. Stratton Strawless. Norwich 
NR 10 5NZ Tel 01603 754344 

Submarine Coxswain s Association 

holds the annual dinner. AGM and d’sco 
June 14-15 in HMS Dolphin Details from Ted 
Golding. 01329313144 

HMS Constance Association The next 
reunion will be held at the RNA Branch. 
Leamington Spa. on June 15 Details posted, 
enquiries to SR Harding. 20 Deepwater Rd. 
Canvey Island. Essex SS8 OLA. Tel 01268 
684619 

HMS Speaker A reunion to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the handing back ot the escort 
carrier to the USN will be held on June 17. 
The programme starts at 1130 with a service 
in St Margaret s Church. Westminster Abbey 
and is followed by a reception and then lunch 
at the Regent Palace Hotel (£16) The event 
will also be attended by two former speakers 
of the House of Commons For details send 
a SAE to Mr Neville Jones. 2 Trinity Close. 
Burnham on-Sea. Somerset TA8 2HH or Tel 
01278 785905 

HMS Stinger 1943-46 The third reunion 
wil be held at the Stafford Hotel. Chester, on 
June 18. Details from Allan Kellett. 31 
Manscombe Rd Allerton. Bradford BD15 
7AQ Tel 01274 571059 (business) or 01274 
487495 (home) 

HMS Unicorn Association hold their 
next reunion June 21 24 at Sinah Warren. 
Hayling Island Please send a SAE to 
Bosworthick. 3 Arundel Close. Hemel 
Hempstead. Herts HP2 4QR Tel 01442 
255821. 

Pembroke 84 Club WO and Senior 
Rates Dinner. Friday June 21 at HMS 
Dolphin Details from WOSTD TJN Coleman, 
C/O The Wardroom Mess. HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth. 

Devonport Field Gun Crews The annual 
reunion will be held on June 22 in HMS 
Drake. Full details from Derrick Pearce 229 
Victoria Rd. Hr St Budeaux Plymouth PL5 
2QD. Tel 01752 366778 

The Fast Minelayers Association The 

South West section, invite all who served in 
Abdiel Latona Apollo Ariadne Welshman 
and Manxman to join them at their reunion in 



THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patr<m 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the Officers’ Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving and 
Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN. RM. WRNS, QARNNS and their 
Reserves. 

Formed in 1925. ARNO*s primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with granLs and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual 
subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: * Automobile 
Association Membership at less than half price in many cases * House Purchase 
Cenerous cash payments with mortgage and with Life Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. * Legal. Financial and Medical Consul tat ions at free or 
favourable rates * Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur¬ 
ance. travel, hotels, clothing and hirewear. car hire, medical, jewellery and many 
more. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Year B«*ik are 
issued, and ARNO organises ‘Regional Social Functions and Group Holidays * 
A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays * 
Mail redirectiim * Swords and uniform items for sale * an ARNO credit card. 

_For mrmlwrship appjkJ»Ra»c complete the following:_ 

To: Lr CpR 1 M P Coombks RN. ARNO. 70 Poke hkster T(£, London W2 TI P 
Please send me details and a membership application form: 




At Your Service 


Exeter on June 22 Details from Gordon 
Ferns on 01803 833740 

Writers The West Country Association of 
RN Writers will be holding their annual BBQ 
and get together at HMS Raleigh on 
Salurday June 29 Contact DG Jewell. 35 
Broad Walk. Saltash PL12 4NT Tel 01752 
843416 

JULY 

Roedean Old Boys Association The 

annual reunion lunch will be held on July 10 
at Roedean School for Girls. Brighton RN 
Personnel who took electrical and torpedo 
courses there between May 1941 and 
August 1945 quality. For details send a SAE 
to Sam Morley. 113 The Ridgeway. Northaw. 
Herts EN6 4BG. Tel 01707 872720. 

HMS Nubian 1964-66 The next reunion 
will be held July 12-13 at the Stretton Hotel. 
Blackpool For details contacl Jim 
Rotherham. 35 Chesterfield Rd. Eckington. 
Sheffield S31 9BB Tel 01246 433923. 

HMS Ganges entry 15/1'46 50th anmver 
sary reunion arranged tor July 12-14 at 
Leamington Spa. Still seeking 84 of fhe 153 
entry, also any DOs or instructors of that era 
who were directly involved. Details from Mike 
Draper on 01329 825877 

The Royal Naval Radar Branch cele¬ 
brate 50 years of the PRI association with a 
reunion at HMS Dryad on July 13. It is open 
lo all serving and retired officers and senior 
rales of the Radar branch. For details, con¬ 
tact CPOWREN Liz McMurchie. PRI 
Association. HMS Dryad. Southwick. Hants 
POl7 6EJ. Tel 01705 284280 

HMS Mermaid 5th and 12th Escort 
Groups A reunion will be held in the WO and 
Senior Rates Mess. HMS Dolphin. July 13. 
Details from J Anderson. 25 Spnngwood Rd. 
Scawthorpe. Doncaster. South Yorkshire 
DN5 9HT Tel 01302 784946 

Junglles The Junglie Cocktail party will 
be held at Sherborne Castle on July 19. Any 
past or present Junglie officers who would 
like to attend should contact Lt Brian Adcock 
RM. 847 NAS. RNAS Yeovilton. Ilchester. 
Somerset. BA22 8HT. Tel 01935 456231 

AUGUST 

HMS Rotherham Captain (D) 11th DF 
East Indies Fleet 1943-45 will be holding 
their reunion in Rotherham. Yorkshire. 
August 31 to September 2. Details from Bob 
Sandford. 61 Tamarisk Pandora Meadows. 
Kings Lynn. Norfolk PE30 3DZ. 

SEPTEMBER 

HMS Vesper A reunion will be held at 
Skipton. North Yorkshire, including the laying 
up ol the ships ensign. September 6-8 For 
details contact S Haigh. 1 Raines Drive. 
Bradley. Nr Keighley. West Yorkshire Tel 
01535 636343 

473 Squad Royal Marines plus 313 976 
546 547 565 576 and 517 A reunion will be 
held at the Royal Marines Barracks at Deal 
September 6 8 For details contact Fred 
Waters. 29 Stanley Gardens Herne Bay. 
Kent CT6 5SO Tel 01227 372487or Terry 
Easmgwood. 17 West Park Close. Leeds 
LS8 2ED. 

HMS Frobisher Association A reunion 
is planned m the WO and CPO Mess in HMS 
Nelson on September 7 For details contact 
Charhe Connelly. 12 Citizen House, Harvist 
Estate. Hornsea Rd. London N7 7ND. 

HM MGB 657 A reunion will be held at 
Sydney Hotel. Albert Rd. Blackpool. 
September 9-13 All members ot the 56th 
Flotilla of MTB BG (and Comm JD Maitland 
DSC) are welcome Please contact G 
Manning. 10 Acres Gardens. Tadworth. 
Surrey KT20 5LD Tel 01737 352427 any 
time 

HMS Fisgard 1939-45 A reunion of 
wartime Art Apprentices stationed at Tqpomt 
is planned for September 11. at the Royal 
Sailor s Home Club. Portsmouth For details 
send a SAE to Mr Bruce Balmain. Hassocks. 
35 Hurn Rd. Christchurch. Dorset BH23 2RL 
Tel 01202 486104 

HMS Crossbow A reunion lor all com¬ 
missions starts at 7pm on September 12 in 
the Burns Suite. Union Jack Club. Waterloo. 
London For details please contact Barrie 
Edmonds. 129 Church Gate. Southport PR9 
7JE Tel 01704 214232 

HMS Indomitable Association The next 
reunion will be held at the RNA Club. 
Leamington Spa. September 13-15 For 
details please ring 0161 962 8560 

Castle Class Corvette Association lor 
any shipmates who served from the mid 40s 


to 50s. A reunion will be held at the Friendly 
Hotel. Loughborough. September 13-15. 
Contact Stanley Taylor. 10 Beech Rd. 
Willenhall. West Midlands WV13 3DD Tel 
01902 633197 for details 

Luggershall Medical Equipment Depot 
(DMED) near Andover A reunion will be held 
September 14-15 for any former staff includ 
mg partners For details, send a large SAE 
with a 29p stamp to Charles Mason. Lanville. 
Grange Rd. Ellesmere. Shropshire SY12 
9DJ. 

HMS Fishguard 1941-46 and sister ships 
(ex US Coastguard cutters) Join now and 
register for the reunion in September 18 
Contact Jim Byrne. 93 Gateland Lane. Leeds 
LSI7 8LW. Tel 0113 273 7243 or Sid Simkin. 
67 Orchard Way. Wymondham. Norfolk 
NR 18 ONY Tel 01953 602656 

HMS Wild Goose The 10th reunion will 
be held in York September 19-22. For details 
contacl KJ Hayes. 10 Stratlord Way. 
Tilehurst. Reading RG31 5XT. 

RN Boom Defence Ratings The next 
boomers convention will be held in 
Scarborough September 20-22. For details 
contact Alfie Mumberson on 01302 811898 
or Lance Hollingsworth on 01723 369798 

HMS Antrim Association The next 
reunion is at The Home Club. Portsmouth. 
September 20-22. For membership details 
contact Terry Bullmgham on 0121 429 2428. 

HMS Queen Elizabeth 3rd reunion will 
be held at Leamington Spa. September 20- 
22. For details telephone 01908 377349. 

HMS Fittleton A memorial service for the 
12 men lost when the ship was sunk on 20 
September 1976 will be held on September 
22 at 1430 m the Parish Church. Fittleton. 
near Netheravon. Salisbury There will be a 
parade headed by the RNA and RBL stan¬ 
dards. a Sea Cadet Guard and Sea Cadet 
band. This is an opportunity for survivors, 
friends and families to meet again For more 
information, contact Stuart Whatley on 
01722 500829. 

HMS Bruce 1947-50 A reunion will be 
held in Scarborough on the weekend of 
September 27. For details contact Morris on 
0121 382 9837 

RNC Dartmouth September 1946 Entry 

The 50th anniversary reunion is planned at 
BRNC Dartmouth September 28-29. The 
organiser is anxious to contact CR Cape. JW 
Hawkins. TH Hunloke. JW Jones and JA 
Linton. For details contact Michael Rose on 
01823 662965 or fax 01823 667095. 

HMS Windsor (V&W Destroyer) A 
reunion will be held in the Royal Borough of 
Windsor September 28 29. For details ring 
Tommy Vann on 0116 2230813 or wnte to 19 
Thurcaston Rd. Belgrave. Leicester LE4 
5PG 


Over to you 


Rear Admiral Muirhead-Gould 1889- 
1945 Naval officer m charge of Sydney and 
Newcastle ports during WWII. Would friends 
or family of the late Admiral please contacl 
Mr Glen Huxley. 21 Davis Avenue. North 
Sunshine. Vicioria. Australia 3020 who is 
researching a Japanese midget submarine 
n May 31-June 1 1942. 


attack on f 



1997 

HMS Penelope The next reunion will be 
held at Blackpool February 14-16 For details 
ol membership (open to all ex Penelopes 
1936-44 and 1963 91 as well as relatives of 
those who died) from Michael Bee. 1 
Oddfellows St. MirtiekJ. West Yorkshire WF14 
9AB.Tef 01924 494249 

Supply and Secretariat A combined 
cocktail and buffet supper party tor retired 
officers of the supply and secretariat special 
isation will be held on March 20 1997 at the 
Royal Naval College, Greenwich. For details, 
contact Lt Cdr Ian Pattmson. DNMSl. Room 
120. Victory Building. HM Naval Base. 
Portsmouth POl 3LS Tel 01705 727513. 

UNDATED 

723 Kings Squad Royal Marines 1959-60 

Proposed reunion at CTCRM. date to be 
arranged, to watch the next 723 Squad pass 
tor duly. Contacl Dave Prichard. 198 
Ridgeway Rd. Rumney. City of Cardiff CF3 
9AG. Tef 01222 790233 


OS David Trlst believed to have been 
killed in the above attack, possibly in HMAS 
Kuttabul or possibly in HMS Cornwall sunk 
by Japanese Aircraft. His cabin mate m the 
training ship St George, ex CPO Peter 
Smith, would like to hear from anyone who 
knows what happened. Contact Mr PJ 
Smith. 24 Melrose Close. Milton. 
Portsmouth P04 8EZ. 

CPO Jeff Abbott, HMS Andromeda. 
July 1988 The Wilhelmshave Association 
would like to hear from you and anyone who 
had any connection with Prince Rupert 
School. Wilhelmshaven. 1947-1972. 
Contact Mrs Hilary Seaborn. 37 Daking 
Avenue. Boxford. Sudbury. Suffolk COlO 
5QA Tel 01787 210177. 

Japanese Raid Indian Ocean April 
1942 Do you have any stories or anec¬ 
dotes? Did you serve in any of HM ships 
Hermes. Cornwall. Dorsetshire. Tenedos. 
Hollyhock. Lucia, HMAS Vampire the AMC 
Hector or hospital ship Vita? Pre war stories 
of special interest. ContactJM Parkinson. 
10 Eastwood Rd. Dunkeld West. 
Johannesburg 2196 South Africa. 

Ronald Craigmyle White Last contact 
was while serving with the RN in Scotland 
during WWII After the war. believed to have 
joined merchant navy, possibly involved in 
Subbury Hill mumty m Chinese waters mid 
1960s Any information would be gratefully 


HMS Stalker 809 Squadron 1942-45 

If you are interested in a reunion, piease tele 
phone G Lilley on 01226 217725 


received by his brother Robert. Write to 
Newtield Farm. Hockerton Southwell. 
Nottingham NG25 OPN 

Portsmouth Field Gun Crew Does 
anyone know where a video tape of the pro¬ 
gramme "A year in the life of Portsmouth 
Field Gun Crew", broadcast two or three 
years ago. can be purchased? Contact P 
Bale. 5 Rhodesia Rd. Brampton. 
Chesterfield. Derbyshire S40 3AL. 

HMS Stronghold Destroyer. Singapore 
Survivors who witnessed the last action ol 
the sloop HMAS Yarra. sunk defending her 
convoy in March 1942. are asked to contact 
John Bradford. 18 Ellis Avenue. Eden Hills. 
South Australia 5050 

AB Arthur Lee Do you remember this 
sailor? He served in Ihe RN 1941-42 and is 
believed to have been lost in action He was 
a black rating who was born in Canada and 
lived in Manchester Contact Mr Frank Lee. 
17 Wimborne Avenue. Broke Hall. Ipswich 
IP3 8QW Tel 01473 724722. 

WREN Winifred Vane Service No 
11555 Joined RN November 1940 and 
served until October 1945. Winifred died in 
1980 but her long lost sister Alice would 
love to have details of her Service. A photo 
graph would be wonderful. Please to 5 
Priory Crescent. Abbotts Park. Chester 
CHI4BX 

Chinese River Gun Boats Harry Hickly 
would appreciate any information or pho 
tographs relating to Insect class river gun 
boats 8 Titan Barrow. Bathford. Avon BAl 
7TK. Tel 010225 858439. 

HMS Askold Cruiser 5905 tons, nick 
named packet of Woodbines because ot her 
five funnels, built Kiel in 1900 and stationed 


Calling old shipmates 


HMS Cheerful 1950-54 Ted Smith.Tef 
Potion and Dinger Bell would like to hear 
from old shipmates Please write to Mr R C 
Bell 60 Carnach Creek. South Ochendon. 
Essex RN15 5P2 

HM Ships Bruce. Mauritius. MMS1807. 
Undine and Vanguard 1948-58 Jack 
Callton would like to hear from old ship 
mates, especially George Steptoe Please 
write to 187 Kilaben Rd. Kilaben Bay 2283. 
NSW. Australia 

HMS Redoubt 1942-45 and Royal 
Arthur Class S7 March 1942 Roy Baker 
would like to make contact with old ship 
mates who are attending the reunions 14 
Saumarez St. St Peter Port. Guernsey GY1 
2PT Tel 01481 720058. 

Gosling 4. 1943 Mr K Ettle would like fo 
hear Irom George Curran. George Cunliffe. 
Andy Fraser. Desmond Fletcher. Ken Yates. 
Paddy Beggs. Graham Sutherland and any 
WRENS who were stationed at Gosling 4 
(Mr Ettle married one) during 1942 44 6 
Alconbury. Bishops Stortford. Herts CM23 
5DX Tel 01279 831329 

HMS Whltesand Bay 1952 Still trying to 
contact Doug Worboys who served in 
Whitesand Bay in 1952 and then transferred 
to HMS Cardigan Bay Any information will 
be appreciated by Geoff Nightingale. 268 
Gallev Hill. Gadebndge. Hemel Hempstead. 
Herts HP1 3LD Tel 01442 63405 

RN Aux Hospital. Kinsleat, Aberdeen. 
1943-44 V A.D.s on Morel IV and Clouston 


Do you have any news ol Ruth Black. Nanc^ 


any news 

Brown. Rena Flaherty and Wendy Wood 


dy i 

Please contact Ex PO Doug Cole. Tamatave. 
6 Spruce Avenue. Ormesby St Margaret. 
Great Yarmouth. Norlolk NR29 3RY Tel 
01493 730551 

HMS St Vincent PTIs 1944-45 POs 

Pearson Tail. Turner and Steve Walker and 
WRENS ivy Collins and Captains Writer 
Miriam Walker, please contact Doug Cole at 
the above address 

St Budeaux Signal School Plymouth. 
Class 041 entry May 5 1953. seeking Midge 
Brown. Eleanor Hutton. Felicity Threlfall. 
Valerie White. Maureen Payne and Heather 
Little Please contact Shirley Lawson. 27 
Broadlands Avenue. Boyatl Wood. Eastleigh. 
Hampshire SOSO 4PP. tel 01703 618 708. 

HMS Scylla Comms Dept 3L Mess 
Any Comms. Seamen. Writers who were in 
3L Mess. Sepl 1978-November 1980 who 
are interested in a reunion, piease contact 
Mr RW Withers. 67 Ingram Avenue. 
Bedgrove. Aylesbury. Buckinghamshire 
HP21 9DJ Tel (home) 01296 83393 or (work) 
0171 826 0503 

HMS Ariel (West Camp) Class REM 15 
1950 Old classmates, especially Eric 
Ainsworth. Ivan Dickens. Doug Edwardes 
and Fred Preston sought by Barry Jarman. 
50 St John s Rd. Locks Heath. Southampton 
S031 6NF Tel 01489 574010 

“Y" Schemers ahoy! We may have a 
story to tell Think hard, make out a SAE with 


PICTURE PUZZLE 


THE WINNER of the Navy News Mystery Picture com¬ 
petition No. 13 which appeared in our March issue is 
Mr Ian Roberts from South Cerney, Cirencester. 

His correct entry was drawn at random from replies 
which identified the photograph of the salvage vessel 
HMS Reclaim (1947-83). 

Mr Roberts also correctly gave the reason for her 
sail as an aid to keeping the ship on station over the 
salvage site. He receives our cash prize of £25. A fur¬ 
ther prize is offered for a correct solution to this 
month’s puzzle. Tell us: 


1. The name of the ship 
pictured above. 

2. The cause of her 
damage. 

Complete the coupon 
below and send it to 
Mystery Picture, Navy 
News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POl 3HH. 


Coupons giving correct answers to 
the questions will go into a prize 
draw to establish a single winner. 
Closing date for entries is June 15. 

More than one entry can be sub¬ 
mitted. but photocopies cannot be 
accepted Do not include anything 
else in your envelope no corre¬ 
spondence can be entered into and 
no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in 
our July edition The competition is 
not open to Navy News employees 
or their families. 


MYSTERY PICTURE 15 

Name. 

Address. 

1. The name of th ship is. 

2. The cause of her damage is. 


ft 


at Archangel during WWI How did a 
German ship become part of the RN and 
why was it stationed in Russia? Contact Mr 
AC Adams. 96 Coppice Avenue. Willmgdon. 
Eastbourne BN20 9QJ 

Singapore Any memorabilia, cap tallies. 

stime 
luseum 
_ Leong If 

iu can help write to Mr J Hetherlngton. 34 
tiitehouse St. Middlesborough. Cleveland 
TS5 4 BY. 

George C Fish. Stoker Mechanic. 1941- 
50. mainly in landing craft. His son in 
Canada wishes to know more about his ser 
vice Please contact c/o Roy Ellis. 
Chairman. LST & Landing Craft 
Association. 25 Studland Drive. Milford on 
Sea SQ41 0OD Tel 01590 642792. 


a short note and send it to Mr Collin Baker. 
Maltkiln. Blackpool Old Rd. Ll Ecclestone. 
Preston PR3 OYQ, Tel 01995 670495 
RN School, Verdala, Malta. 1958-60 
Would Mr Derek Granger please contact Mr 
David Pickett. 19 Wheeler St. Maidstone, 
Kent ME 14 ITU. Tel 01622 681889 

484 Squad Royal Marines Would any 
members please contact Les Beel on 01202 
539830 or Bing Crosbie on 01704 873751 
with a view to a 50th anniversary reunion 
HMS Ganges Drake Division 1947 
39 Mess 50/51 Class A 50 year reunion is 
planned lor 1997 Where are you now? 
Contact David McLeod. 24 Pendragon Cl 
Thornhill. Cardiff CF4 9BD Tel 01222 
619937. 

CPOPT9 Steve Penberth and Marty 
Farrow invite all who know them to a retire¬ 
ment bash. May 24. Hole in the Wall Club. 
HMS Excellent For info contacl Steve on 
01705 591596 or Marty on 01705 655494 
HMS Exeter D89 First Commission 
1980-81 A reunion is being organised for 
members of 2Q (stbd) mess. The Reindeer 
Hunters. So far we have Scouse Roberts. 
Leggy. Billy Belshaw. Taff Lewis and Kev 
Cattermole Need more infor on Joe Duffy. 
Spud Murphy. Bo Brizio. Pete Rowling. Dave 
Rayner. Robbie Page. Brad Francis. Taff 
Lloyd and Pete Wilkinson. Contact Jim Neill 
on HMS Sultan 2515 or Slinger Woods on 
Sultan 2068 



UNION JACK 
CLUB 

THE SERVICES CLUB 
U IN LONDON 

Relax in style in 
your own Club in 
the heart of London 

Single, Double and Family 
bedrooms, many with private 
bath/shower, WC and TV. 
Restaurants, Bars, Colour TV 
Rooms, Laundrette, Reading 
and Writing Rooms, 
Conference areas. 

Open to members of Allied 
and NATO Forces. 
Officers welcome. 

All modern facilities at modest 
rates. 

Book your reservation 
through: 

Reservations Office: 
Union Jack Club 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 0171-928 4814 
Fax:0171-620 0565 
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LS Paul Wilson, the “Button Boy" paralysed after falling during a mast manning display 
at Aylesbury last September, has been made No 6 Area’s Shipmate of the Year. 

Paul, a member of Luton 
branch, had been regularly vis¬ 
ited by No 6 area members 
during his time at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital. 

“We scx>n came to know him as 
a very courageous and determined 
young man who was going to let 
nothing stop him from having a 
meaningful and worthwhile 
future,” says National Council 
Member Geoff Havhoe. 

“His cheerfulness throughout 
his period of hospitalisation was 
remarkable and an example to oth¬ 
ers. 

After his forthcoming discharge 
from the Royal Navy Paul is hop¬ 
ing to start a university course in 
computer science. No. 6 Area has 
established a fund and donations 


Conference 

Preview 


NO LESS than 17 motions 
arc up for discussion at the 
RNA Conference at 
Portsmouth on June 22, and 
some lively debate is likely to 
come out of the following 
selection: 

• ‘That all serving and ex¬ 
members of the Merchant Navv 
and T124 be eligible to be full 
members of the Association” is 
proposed by Dursley and 
District, while 

• High Wycombe suggests 
“that all serving and ex members 
of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary who 
have served in a recognised the¬ 
atre of war where" campaign 
medals were awarded “ be likewise 
admitted. 

• Huddersfield seek a radical 
change at the top - that the 
Chairman of the Association chair 
the annual conference and meet¬ 
ings of the National Council, a 
duty normally falling to the 
President. 

• Cardiff and Ayr & 
Prestwick both want the RNA to 
consider ways of launching a pub¬ 
lic RNA annual appeal. 

• Harlow is calling for formal 
support for the Royal British 
Legion s move to restore the two 
minutes silence on 11 November. 

• Concessionary entrance 
charges for members visiting his¬ 
toric warships and RN and RM 
museums are favoured by 
Dewsbury, Batley and Birstall. 

• A tidier end to parades is 
preferred by Scunthorpe, with 
standard bearers marched off 
rather than left to disperse individ¬ 
ually. 


may be sent to the Treasurer , 
Shipmate Maisie Sampson, 26 The 
Beeches, Park Street, St Albans, 
Herts, cheques made out to “RNA 
No 6 Area: Paul Wilson Account” 
Paul now lives in his home town 
of Redcar in a rented bungalow 
found with the help of National 
Council Member No 11 Area Fred 
Chambers. 


Branch 

News 


Cardiff 

MEANWHILE Shipmale Alan 
Bodman, who served in HMS 
Norfolk and the submarines HMS 
Vagabond and Seraph was elected 
Shipmate of the Year by Cardiff 
branch. 

He is seen (below, right) receiv¬ 
ing the Tom and Joan Davies 
Shield for outstanding service from 
branch president John Maslen. 


Bridport 

MEMBERS took an historic deci¬ 
sion when they elected ex-PO 
Wren Pam Warner Chairman - the 
first lady to achieve this office 
since 1958. 

She succeeds Cdr John Stanley, 
who is made an honorary vice 
president. 

Chelmsford 

FOLLOWING the discovery of a 
l%()s RM standard two members 
have reformed the former local 
RM branch and will parade its 
standard at future parades togeth¬ 
er with that of the RNA branch. 

At the annual meeting 
Shipmate Norman Paulding was 
awarded the Tim Cole Trophy for 
outstanding service as welfare 
adviser while Shipmate Dusty 
Miller was honoured with life 
membership. 

In keeping with the wishes of 
the late Laurie Rushen. former 
branch chairman, members trav¬ 
elled to Lowestoft for the commit¬ 
tal of his ashes at sea 



Darts challenge overdue 

KIRKBY darts team has held the Isle of Man National Darts 
Trophy for three years - is another branch ready to challenge 
them for it? 

Write to T. McCarthy, Kirkby Branch Headquarters, 
Cherryfield Drive, Kirkby, Liverpool L32 8SE. 



Cheshunt 

COLD WEATHER did not 
deter members from a cere¬ 
mony at Cedars Park where the 
Mayor of Broxbourne laid a 
World War II commemorative 
plaque. 

Donated anonymously by a 
member, it had been previous¬ 
ly been sited at the foot of an 
oak tree. 

Brecon 

SHIPMATES honoured the 
memory of Keith “Robbie” 
Robinson by erecting a memo¬ 
rial stone over his grave with a 
dedication service conducted 
by branch chaplain the Rev 
J!M.Evans. Shipmate 

Robinson served in HMS 
Cardiff and Glamorgan. 


'Yorkies' meet 
in a bap 

OLD YORKIES’ turn up in some unlikely places,as 
Shipmate Geoff Miskelly of York branch discovered 

when he visited Rotorua, New Zealand. 

There, in the RSA Club bar, he met ex Sgt Maj Fred Ogilwy, 
RM , veteran of the wartime cruiser HMS York (above). 

Now 84, Shipmate Ogilwv served from 1921-51, ending his 
career at the Amphibious School, Eastney.. 

York branch failed to trace him when it feted old Yorkies on 
the 50th anniversary of the loss of the ship in 1991 so 
Shipmate Miskelly was able to bring him up to date with the 
news 

He nas written a book on his career, covering service with 
42 Cdo in Malta, Egypt and Palestine and in HM ships Hood. 
Emerald, York and Warspite. 

Old shipmates can contact him at 28B Union Street. 
Rotorua, New Zealand. 


Hazel Grove 


OVER 250 shipmates and 
friends attended the thanksgiv¬ 
ing service and parade com¬ 
memorating the loss of the 
convoy rescue ship SS 
Stockport in 1943. Following a 
service at Norburv parish 
church attended by the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Stockport, 34 
standards including that oi No 
10 Area were paraded. 

Gosport 

AT No 3 Area annual meeting 
members welcomed new area 
president Admiral Sir Derek 
Reft cl!, also president of 
Alresford branch and lately 
Governor of Gibraltar. 

Cambridge 

THE 20TH anniversary of the 
commissioning of the branch 
was celebrated with a cake cut 
by vice president Shipmate 
Bob Green. The occasion, fol¬ 
lowed by a dance, was also 
enjoyed by guests from 
Royston. Swaston and Soham 
branches. 

Swindon 

REAR ADMIRAL Anthony 
Davies presided at the annual 
meeting at which the commit¬ 
tee was returned unopposed. 
Chairman Shipmate Steve 
Brooks was voted Shipmate of 
the Year. 

The branch has lately acquired 
a naval plaque engraved with a 
fish, possibly a marlin, and the 
letters UVBI. 

If anyone can identify it, 
pleaase contact branch public 
relations officer Shipmate 
E.H. Brown. 


Leicester 

A RAFFLE raised £155 for the 
Dunblane children’s fund. At 
the annual meeting the follow¬ 
ing were elected: A.G.Plant 
(Chairman); R.Carter (vice 
chairman); E.Brick (secre¬ 
tary); and f .Bailey (treasurer). 

Littlehampton 

POPLJLAR with shipmates in 
the l%()s. the Barnham Hotel 
is the venue !o he celebration 


to mark the branch’s 50th 
anniversary on Friday 17 May. 
Tickets at £10 available from 
Shipmate Phil Brown, tel 
01243 551399. 

A healthy balance sheet with 
recruitment up was the good 
news at the annual meeting at 
which the following were elect¬ 
ed: Basil Woodward (presi¬ 
dent); Dave Hutchins (vice 
chairman),; Phil Brown <secre¬ 
tary); and Joan McLean (trea¬ 
surer). 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


Part 0...E.INDIES/BRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS (1st Phase) 


_ _jnipi_ 

paid. Elsewhere add £3.05. For multiple orders 
c uli letails of this & all programmes 


post 

large discount available, 
send SAE. 


N.V.T.C. BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N.YORKS Y04 6JH (01904) 728239 


_ _ lh \A/nrl/ 5 ? Embroidered or printed 
op quality yV J[ f\ with vour design 

P | QI I TT Plus badges, crests & promotional items 
^UIOU' ! jVVuUI Call now for free catalogue 

hARGREOifeS 

--Promotions 

Rodney Road. Fratton industrial Estate. 

Portsmouth. Hants P04 8SY 

Tel: (01705) 822436. Fax: (01705) 822177. 



Suppliers to British NA TO and UN Forces 


SHEP WOOLLEY 

NEW CASSETTE RELEASE 

“WHALEY TALES” 

£8.00. INCLUSIVE P&P. (PAYABLE J. WOOLLEY) 

1 LIVINGSTONE ROAD SOUTHSEA HANTS P05 IRS 
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Miscellaneous and Penfriends 



Would you like a Naval Pen Pal? 
A ten word advertisement in 
this column costs only £9. 

NAME . 

ADDRESS . 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


+1 enclose Cheque/P.O.. Credit Card for £9. 

FOR PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD PLEASE USE COUPON ON PAGE 4 



TO ADVERTISE: fill in the 
coupon above, enclose 
cheque/P.O. for £9 and send 
to: 'Penfriends’, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 
3HH. Replies to your box no. 
will be forwarded on daily. 


TO REPLY: Any person who writes 
to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the 
advertiser's box number. The letter 
should be enclosed in a second 
envelope addressed to ’Penfriends* 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. On receipt 
the replies will be redirected. 





HELP US TO PASS ON YOUR 
REPLIES AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
AND TO THE CORRECT BOX 

Ml IMRPD 

• PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY 
# WRITE THE FULL & CORRECT 
BOX NUMBER IN THE BOTTOM L/H 
CORNER OF THE ENVELOPE 
• STAMP IT! OTHERWISE WE 
CANNOT GUARANTEE IT WILL BE 
PASSED ON. 

THANK YOU. 


Sin 17 year old would like pen- 
friends. Box Mn i. 

YKOVII.TON OFFICER, 35 plus. 
Genuine. CiSOH. for caring, slim, in¬ 
telligent. divorced brunette. 

Box May 2. 

Ol TGOING FEMALE, 28 seeks 
fun-loving penfnend who loves life! 
28-35. Box Ma> 3. 

I KISIIA 28. pretty, caring, seeks sail¬ 
or for pen pal ALA. Box May 4. 
EARL MOUNT BATTEN, Ex- 
steward gunner wishes to write to offi¬ 
cer during travels. Box May 5. 

VTTRACTIVE LADY 49. CiSOH 
seeks officer for friendship and fun. 
Box Max 6. 

VGE 31 blonde, blue eyes. 4 11 likes, 
cinema, meals, sport, enjoying life. 

Box Mas 7. 

SINGLE MlIM 39. seeks Naval pen¬ 
pals 30-40. Box May 8. 

DEAF FEMALE. Student, fun-loving 
with GSOH. seeking honest and sin¬ 
cere penfriend Box Mas 9. 

\l)VENTUROUS CANADIAN Fe¬ 
male. 23 yrs CiSOH. wants new 
friendships awaiting anxiously. 

Box Max 10. 

GSOII 25 yrs, 5’3", enjoys theatre, 
music. All replies answered. 

Box Ma> II. 

JAN 1730’s, shy. sincere would like 
sincere pen friend please. 

Box May 12. 

ATTRACTIVE 21. Slim secretary, 
own car. interests. Gym. Netball. Dra¬ 
ma Box May 13. 

LADY 41 YRS, 5’9" divorced, enjoys 
cinema, reading, meals, knitting. 

Box May 14. 

BI.I E EYED, Babe 26. seeks single 
honest male with CiSOH. 

Box Max 15. 

PROFESSIONAL GENTLEMAN 
31. Seeks Articulate wren for corre¬ 
spondence on her travels. 

Box Mai 16. 

SUE 34 5 10.5" with GSOH. likes 
dog sitting and wine making. 

Box May 17. 

SOUTH COAST, Attractive. Bru¬ 
nette. VCiSOH. Seeks handsome 38- 
45 Naw Penpal. ALA. Box May 18. 
PRETTY WOMAN, Loves Adven¬ 
ture. excitement, seeks Hunkv Guvs 
20-30. Box Max 19. 

ATTRACTIVE’SINGLE Lady, navy 
background, seeks correspondence 
from officers. 30+. Box May 20. 

I'M ANGELA, 25 Attractive. I love 
football, music. Socialising Life. 

Box Max 21. 

SLIM Bl BBIA. Brunette. 24. Enjoys 
Travelling, socialising and working 
out. Box May 22. 

I’M LISA. Single Mum 25 with au¬ 
burn hair. 5ft 4 . CiSOH 

Box Max 23. 

V I TR ACT! VE FEMALE football 
fan. seeking single male 24-33 for 
friendship. Box Ma> 24. 

DIVORCED BRUNETTE 28. one 
son. emolionalU hurt, considered 
pretty. VCiSOH. Box May 25. 

( I MRE 22 seeks sailor similar age. 
CiSOH for friendship, photo appreci¬ 
ated Box Max 26. 

BLONDE FEMALE. 21 year old psy- 
ehologx student, seeks new friends. 
Box Max 27. 

\ ER^ Young 43 yrs female would 
like to make new friends. 

Box Max 28. 

FEMALE 25 with two little boys, 
searching for a friend Box Max 29. 
FEMALE 35 mixed race. GSOH. 
male single 28-40 laughs, friendship 
etc Box Max 30. 


CUTE FUN-LOVING Scottish lassie 
27yrs. seeks male penpal for friend- 
ship/relationship. Box May 31. 
PENPAL 34+ wanted for lonely lady 
who wants friendship. Box May 32. 
HELEN 22, 5 9" blonde graduate, 
seeks good looking service man. 

Box Max 33. 

SINGLE NURSES 23 and 30. seek¬ 
ing fun replies age 28*. Box May 34. 
WANTED MATURE male pen pal to 
correspond with. Box May 35. 

MARI All CAREY fan needs dream 
lover in Navy, photo please. 

Box Max 36. 

SINGLE SLIM 34 female, wishes to 
meet navy male friendship. 

Box Max 37. 

FRIENDS REQUIRED WRNS pref. 
I am 55. very urgent please. 

Box Max 38. 

LOVELY MERMAID long haired, 
curvaceous, graduate seeks naval offi¬ 
cer 32*. Box Max 39. 

LOVING. FREE hearted lady, would 
like relationship similar, likes dancing 
and fashion. Box Max 40. 

SLIM, DARK hair. 5 3“ late 40*s 
office worker. Seeks friend. 

Box May 41. 

MARIA’34 5ft. blonde, divorced. 2 
children, seeks friend for fun. 

Box May 42. 

DEBBIE 35 divorced, caring, roman¬ 
tic. funny, sincere, seeks officer and 
gentleman. Box Max 43. 

SMART ATTRACTIVE divorced 
mum. 34. CiSOH. nice, chatty letters 
guaranteed. Box Max 44. 
GORGEOUS GIRL great figure, well 
educated seeks corrcspondcnts/con- 
tacts 33* Box May 45. 
CHEERFUL CONSIDERATE 
mature female correspondent for the 
discerning gentleman. Box May 46. 
SUE 38 single, seeks any naval pen¬ 
pals. write soon! Box May 47. 

PAM 45 seeks naval gent similar age 
for correspondence. GSOH. 

Box Max 48. 

NORTH' EAST male 19. seeks 18-22 
Wren penfriend. CiSOH. Box Max 49. 
PENPAL WANTED for 22 yr girl, 
interests sun and horse riding. 

Box Max 50. 

CUDDLY. LOVABLE female 32. 
(Portsmouth) seeks friends for friend¬ 
ship. fun Box Max 51. 
ATTRACTIVE BLONDE 43. seeks 
sincere serviceman for correspon¬ 
dence. hopeful relationship. 

Box May 52. 

HERE I AM! Write to me. thank you 
very much. Box May 53. 

LINZY 18. seeks young active male, 
fun. games, please send photo. 

Box Max 54. 

BRUNETTE 26. VGSOH. seeks sexy 
man in uniform, fricndlv relationship. 
Box Max 55. 

TALL BLONDE 18 year old looking 
for navx penfriend. Box Max 56. 
WREN WANTED for relationship by 
tall hunkv guv. 30. GSOH 
Box May 57. 

GIRL 20 seeks penpals similar age rc- 

K rdlcss of hobbies/interests. 

►x May 58. 

SINGLE DOCTOR cx-RN seeks fe¬ 
male pen friend aged 30-35 for friend¬ 
ship. Box May 59. 


SUN/SWIMWEfiR 

Over sixty original and exclusive 
designs by 

Port Cross, Horn, Porto Rico, 
Fabrimalla, Triumph 

Sun strings * Thongs * Briefs * 
Shorts ★ underwear for Him/Her 
Send ei (credited) for full colour 
catalogue to: 

INTERSPARTA 

150b Gloucester Road. Bnstol BS7 8NT 


PROFESSIONAL LADY. 30. stylish, 
attractive. 5*6. slim with warm per¬ 
sonality. varied interests such as gar¬ 
dening and classical music. Seeks un¬ 
attached. well educated, sincere, 
gentleman. 40-60 for friendship/rela¬ 
tionship. Naxy News Box 9605. 


ENGRAVING 

Service Available 
GLOSSOP 
TROPHIES 

Manufacture Pewter Tankards, 
Trophies, Goblets and Hip Flasks 
Tankards Engraved with 
Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT 

SEND FOR OUR FREE 
CATALOGUE 

TEL: (0114) 2589584 
FAX: (0114) 2583431 
GLOSSOP TROPHIES, 141 LONDON ROAD, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 


Z&entworth 

the Ptwterers 

FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship’s Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 


SING ’EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON 3 TAPES 

“IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT', “ROUND THE BUOY ” 

“SALLY FREE AND EASY" 

Sung By The Song Bo’sun CYRIL TAWNEY 

"Full of ripe and ironic humour, nostalgia and sadness" - 'Navy News' 

"Ought to be purchased by every ship and submarine mess as a form of light 
relief in their darker moments" - 'Naval Wives'. 

Price (inc. p&p.j: £7.50 each cassette (UK/BFPO only. Elsewhere £8.50 each cassette). 
(All overseas payments m Sterling by 1MO or cheque drawn on a British bank, please). 

Orders and enquiries lo: NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 .Yleanwood Road 
LEEDS LS6 4AVV 




—The Gift Shop — 

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 
ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE.i6.95 

BOSUN’S CALL: Brass & copper with chain.only £5.95 

ZIPPO LIGHTER: RM, RN Crown, White Ensign, BRNC.*.£14.75 

CUFF LINKS: Royal Marine, R.N.Crown, While Ensign, BRNC ... .pair £7.50 

REAL MARCASITE Navy Crown brooch.£15.00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack .. .£2.95ea 
LAPEL BADGES: White ensign, Navy crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, 

Sailor, Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WRNS, Filigree Crown & Anchor, 

I Luv Navy, Union Jack, St Georges Cross, Red Ensign, M.N..£1.60 

SPECIAL OFFER: Polo shirt with either Royal Navy, White Ensign or Union 
Jack embroidered badge. M or L, navy blue or white.only £10.50 


E3 


Prices include Postage & Packing. Send SAE for a more detailed list! 
Cheques payable to ‘CENTRAL ACCTS BRNC’ please. Credit cards welcome 


DARTMOUTH, DEVON TQ6 OHJ Tel 01803 837118 Fax 01803 837015 


Badge Of Pride 

YOURS OR YOUR LOVED ONES 
SERVICE CAREER REMEMBERED.... 

A personalised hand embroidered wire and silk 
badge in a magnificent mahogany finished frame- 

Badge of Pride 
4, Chandlers Way, Swanwick, 
Southampton. S031 7FQ 
Tel: 01489 885541 
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WHITE ENSIGN MODELS 


Gardeners Cottage Cowame Court. Lower Eggleton 
. Ledbury. Herefordshire HR8 2UF 

We now hold the Ian 


BnVc 

Arrowmodel 1/700 HMS Vanity V&W class destroyer resin 
PZW 1/500 HMS Cossack WW11 destroyer (ex-Frog) 
Skywave 17700 USS Buckley destroyer escort (x 2 kits) 
Skywave 17700 USS Cannon WW11 destroyer escort (x 2 kits) 
Skywave 1/700 USS Rudderow (2 kits) 

Seascale 17700 T-ctass subs (x 2 kits nc photo-etched brass) 

Revel 1/150 USS Uonfish Gato dass WW11 submarine 

Revel 1/300 USS Fletcher WW11 destroyer 

Skywave 17700 JMSDF destroyer Umigin 

Skywave 17700 HMS Manchester stretched Type 42 destroyer 

Skywave 17700 HMS Sheffield Type 42 destroyer 

Skywave 17700 HMS York stretched Type 42 destroyer 

Skywave 17700 USS Bogue WW11 escort earner 

AFV Club 17700 Knox class frigate 

Mrage 1/500 MS Batory PoSsh liner-ful hu». nice kit! 

Zhengedfu 1/300 Chnese baWeshp Ding Yuen 

Gold Medal 17700 Modem Bntish warship photo-etched set 

Gold Medal 17700 British WW11 earner photo-elched set 



TEL/FAX: 
01432 820403 


\rgest range of imported resin, plastic & mutti-media 20th Century Naval Ship Kits for the static modeller in 
main! Over 600 kits stocked, plus hundreds of decals, books, plans & photo-etched sets 


127 95 
. £ 8.95 
£31.70 
..£17.99 
...£17.99 
..£1499 
...£11.95 
£11.95 
£20 99 
£11.99 
...£13.99 
...£11.99 
£22.50 
...£1195 
£14.95 
£29 95 
. .£ 9 50 
. .£ 950 


AUrww Skywm* 1/700 MMpom / aqu(* 

Blue Water Navy 1/350 S-dass sub (pigboat) 

Abatross 1/700 USS Gearing or Sumner WW11 destroyers 
Doc Model! 1/700 HMS Car?bellown {nun) 

Skywave/? itroad warshp paints. 18ml pot. 16 colours, each 
Aosfwna 1/700 HMS Illustrious-WW11 aircraft earner 
Aoshma 17700 HMS Victorious-WW 11 aircraft carrier 
AGA1/400 HMS Undrie. Ursula. Op Sokol Orp Dz* subs 
Revel 1/500 Hospital ship ‘Haven- 
Revel 17700 HMS Sheffield Type 42 (w/fcne or ful hufl) 

Classic Warshps 17700 HMS Agrcourt w/kne reset kit 
Samek Models 17700 Razumnyj 1941 £14.95 Sov Tashkent 
Floating Drydock USN camouflage of WW11 part 1 
Matchbox 17700 USS Fletcher or HMS Anactie 
ZTS 1/500 HMS Royal Sovereign R dass batlteshp 
Sea wo* 1/350 K dass sub kit in resr 
Flagship Models photo-etch for 17700 Knox class fngate 
Sea wo* 1/350 T-ctass sub kit in resin 


£3675 

_£ 8 98 

.£19.00 

....£ 2.75 

—.£16.99 

.£16.99 

— £ 3 99 

..£ 9.95 

-£ 5.95 

.£5896 

.£1996 

--£895 

ONLY £ 345 

_£ 8.95 

.£43.99 

_ £1125 

_£36.99 


‘“COMING $QQN!“* Our own range ol While Ensign Kits: 1/700 HMS Penelope. HMS Dido. HMS Sheffield. HMS Cossack HMS iron Duke and 
HMS BeOasI resin & etched brass waterline Ms; £27 to £55. Please contact us lor further details! PLASTIC SHIP MODELER Brilliant New Quarterly! 
from the US. covers the world of static ship modelling. Subscription £16.80 or sample copy £4.20. Postage: Photo-etched/ decals, plastic stop modeler First 
Glass Postage Paid m UK/BFPO; tots, plans, books, up to £25.add £1.; from £25.01 to £50. add £2. Over £50 Post Free. Overseas, at cost with a ma/or 
credit card. Send cheques, PO’s, Credit Card details lo above address, or send 3x25p stamps 2x IRCs for our extensive lists. FAX/TEL. orders taken! 


Personal 


LONELY, WORRIED, UPSET? No- 
onc to talk to? Why not write to C’ar- 
olc-Ann for affordable. Postal Coun¬ 
selling. in complete confidence, at PO 
Box 2677. Poole. BHI5 IXE. 

44 YEAR OLD, slim and blonde — 
enjoys outdoor life, walking, swim¬ 
ming and eating out. and wishes to 
meet a tall, sincere gentleman with a 
view to a lasting relationship. Navy 
News Box 9604. 

BLUE EYED girl, twenty one. wishes 
to meet penpals, friends, for life etc. 
Please send your letters and I guaran¬ 
tee a rcplx. Thank you. Navx Nexxs 
Box 9606. 

Ill PM C lare. 31 years old. divorced 
with two sons. 5 8" tall of medium 
build and fair hair. Interests are 
mans, honesty is seckcd Would enjoy 
receiving sour letters. NAVY NEWS 
BOX NO:* 9602. 

VIVACIOUS WARM-HEARTED 
ladv. widowed mum. early 30’s seeks 
genuine caring gu> witll a sense of 
humour — who won’t make her 
brown eves blue. NAVY NEWS BOX 
NO: 9603. 

INDEPENDENT SINGLE working 
mum 33 yrs old. sharp witty SOH. 
Wl.T correspond with intelligent, hu¬ 
morous sincere male. I enjoy wild 
night’s out, quiet night’s in reading, 
keep fit etc. Photo appreciated. ALA. 
NAVY NEWS BOX NO: 9601. 
PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
vourself a new friend from over 500 
photos. APPROVAL copy from. 
MATCHMAKER. (A. 10). Chorlcv. 
PR7-4BS. Or ring 01257-480155 (24 
hours) 


A GREAT NAY TO BUILD 
NEW & EXCITING FRIENDSHIPS 

International Pen Friends has 
over 300,000 members worldwide. 
Write now for free details. S.A.E. lo:- 
IPF/N, 224 Springfield Rd, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6BN 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna — Aroma massage — Shower. 
Mon-fri 9.00am-midnight. 

Sat lO.OOam-midnight. 

Sunday 1 lam-11.30pm. 

Book your appointment or call in to visit us. 
198 Keyhara Road, Plymouth 
“ (opposite St Levans Gate) ■rv 
01752 559955. 

Visiting service tel: 0831 526664. 


ARE YOU A 

NAUTICAL BOOKWORM? 


YOUR COLLECTION WOULD N 
THESE SPLENDID BOOKS i 


NAW IN THE NEWS 
PARTI 

THE ROYAL NAVY’S STORY IN THE 
NUCLEAR AGE. OVER 200 ITEMS 
FROM SUEZ TO THE GULF WAR. 


£10.95 EA. UK. 

£11.95 SURFACE MAIL ABROAD. 


[or BE COMPLETE WITHOUT 
|Y AUTHOR JIM ALLAWAY 


NAW IN THE NEWS 
PART 2 

FROM SUEZ TO SARAJEVO - MORE OF 
THE ROYAL NAVY’S STORY IN THE 
POST WAR ERA. 


£10.95 EA. UK. 

£11.95 SURFACE MAIL ABROAD 


ORD 

NAW NEWS, HMS NELS 

For orders from outside l 
Cheque/International Mo 
drawn on UK bank. Or for 
or abroad) please use 


3R NOW 

IN, PORTSMOUTH P01 3HH 

U< payment can be made by 
Bey Order in £ sterling and 
payment by credit card (UK 
3the coupon on page 4. 



TOP QUALITY 
PRINTED & 

EMBROIDERED 
T-SHIRTS, SWEATS, POLO S ETC 
CALL US NOW! on PORTSMOUTH 

01705 838386 


FREE . 

DESIGN 

SERVICE 


.PRINTED OR 
[ EMBROIDERED 


At 

tnccyi * T * SH|RTS 

rRrr lf ’sweatshirts 

SAMPLE^i-RUGBY H SmR S TS 
SHIRT* : s cap e s aters 

MANY STOCK DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
CREDIT TERMS FOR H M FORCES 


TO YOUR 
OWN 
.DESIGN 


FOR FREE BROCHURES CONTACT: TEES TOTAL 
HIGH ST. WOOTTON BASSETT, SWINDON SN4 7AB 

TEL(01793) 849888 FAX 849890 


CALLING ALL 
AUTHORS 

□ □□ 

Reach almost 1/2 million 
readers through the 
pages of Navy News. 

TO ADVERTISE 
TEL: 01705 724226 
FAX: 01705 830149 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers,'' 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12, Avenue Industrial Estate, 
Justin Road. London. E4 8SU 
Telephone 0181-523 3283 
* • Fax VI81-531 7298 


THOUSANDS OF NAUTICAL 
SOUVENIRS and memorabilia. 
Chronometers sextants, logs, flags, 
clocks, telescopes, badges, blocks, 
compass, bells, lights, also any mari¬ 
time items wanted. Nautical Centre. 
Harbour Passage. Hope Square. Wey¬ 
mouth. Tel 01305 777838. Evenings 
01305 783180. 
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Property and Miscellaneous 




SAILING SOON? 

W« successfully LET and MANAGE properties 
throughout the South with our carinq but 
professional service. Ring today for friendly, 
competent advice on all aspects of Letting. 
Telephone: Fareham (01329) 234441 
Chichester (01243) 780094 
Woolston (01703) 445899 


BLACK HOUSE ViEXC1ES 
Parkinson Pairin' KoIhtIsoii 



■ THE STRENGTH OF EUROPE'S LARGEST ESTATE AGENCY * 

■ THINKING OF LETTING? — THEN LET COUNTRYWIDE . 

With over 80 offices from the Isle of Wight to Edinburgh we offer a complete 
range of services from tenant selection to full management with rental 
protection insurance. For a free appraisal of your home call now:- 

P0RTSM0UTH, NORTH END y^RL^ SOUTHSEA 


(01705)650101 


(01705)296022 


JOHNSON WOOD 
& COMPANY 




Estate Agents and Property Management 
for Naval Personnel 


The sensible choice to solve your property rental problems 

Full Management service available 
Worried about Tax self - assessment? 
Good choice of properties available to rent 


7.. 


Call us for friendly & professional advice 
on: 01705 551754 

High St, Lee on Solent, Hants. P013 9DA 


r FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS-, 

from own original paintings of 



over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
Size 8" x 16“ for £36 plus P&P 

For list please send SAE to 
SEART. 5 The Chase, Gosport 
Hants PQ12 3TD 


HOUSE FOR SALE 
PLYMOUTH 

2 Bed/Rms Lounge, Din/Rm, 
Kitchen. Bath/Rm, Terraced house 
in quiet culdesac near Naval Base, 
Vacant Possession. Offers £29000. 

Contact 01705/374647 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 



MILITARY AND CIVIL 
UNIFORMS 
ACCOUTREMENTS - 
SWORDS 


OWEN 
UNIFORMS 


7 


Tailors by appointment to 
ROYAL NAVY, RM and RAF. 
Suppliers of made to measure 
uniforms. No. 5's and No. 7's 
Mess kits. Doeskin tail coats, 
White tropical clothing, Quality 
Gold Lace Ranking Service by 
post. ISO 9002 approved BVQI 

OWEN UNIFORMS 

LISTER CLOSE 
NEWNHAM INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE 

PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH 
DEVON PL7 4BA 
Telephone (01752) 338 722 
Fax (01752) 344 534 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Wire Blazer Badges-all ships .. £ 9.00 

Framed Wire Badges (5x5) 

White Gauntlets 
Navy Berets (leather Wband) 

Any Association Wire Beret Badge 
Naval Division Ties 
RNA7RU V-neck Jumpers 
RNA7RU Teryiene Blousons. Zip front ..„£17XX) 
Screen Printed Street shirts- 
one oft, all badges 
RNAJRU Wall Plaques 
White Pilot Shirts- 
RNAMHURNPSA 
Extinct shipping line badges 
(made to order) 


.£11.00 
£19.00 
£ 7.00 

_ £4.00 

_ £ 8.30 

. £12.00 


. £15.50 

. £ 16.50 


.. £12.00 


.. £10.00 


Officers Cap Badges.£10.00 

Gold Sword Knot .£22.00 

Leather Sword Belts.£70.00 

Sword Bags. £30.00 


all prices Include PAP 

1I.Dalahood 6nv.Sh*w.Oldham.l*ncs.OL2BTJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full size and miniature medals supplied 
and mounted for wear or display Send 
for full list of miniature medals, 
emblems, clasps, etc SAE appreciated 

25 Golden Cross Lane. Catshili 
Bromsgrovo, Worcs. B61 OLG 
Telephone 01527 835375 

Acces&Nisa welcome 


Navy News 
own products: 

If you are not satisfied 
with one of our own 
products sold through 
this paper, simply return 
it to us unused within 
14 days and we will 
replace it free of charge 
or issue a full refund 
(including postage). 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights. 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of 
your ship, perhaps Iona gone but 
never forgotten. Any H.M. vessel 
or R.F.A. from 1920 onwards, in 
various sizes. 

Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton, StowmarKet 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 
Companion of the 
Royal Institution of Naval Architects 


T 




PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALISTS IN THE 
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL 


A full and comprehensive 
service which includes atten¬ 
tion to the smallest detail 

Tracey Macenzie - Michael Talmondt 
TEL: 01705 861550 / FAX: 01705 818081 
263, Fawcett Rd, Southsea. Hants. 


Executive 

Homes 

Let and manage quality 
houses and flats in and 
around Portsmouth 
Contact us for details 

01705 585577 


LOST TOUCH with friends or collea¬ 
gues from your Service days? We are 
dedicated to helping you gci back in 
touch Forces Connect Association. 
57 Norwich Close, Lichfield. Staffs. 
WS13 7SJ (SAE). 

REGIMENTAL Tics. Blazer Badges. 
Cuff-links, Buttons, Medals. Cap 
Badges Militaria. £1.50 foi list. 
Caimcross (Dep NN), 3 1 Belle Vue 
St.. Filey N. Yorks YOI4 4HU 

HAND-EMBROIDERED Wire and 
Silk Thread Badges. Quality/dciivcry 
guaranteed, please lend desig ns for 
price and sample to INTER ART 
IJNLiVr ‘ED PO Box 1774, Sialkot/ 
Pakistan Fax 0092 432 5S499\ 



PLYMOUTH'S Property Management Company 
-\ 97 MUTLEY PLAIN 

§fmP^ 222204 

to your property requirements 


* DRAFTED AWAY FROM HOME? 

* TIRED OF COMMUTING? 

* CANNOT SELL YOUR HOME? 

* DON'T WANT TO SELL YOUR HOME? 

* WORRIED ABOUT LETTING? 


• A LEADER IN THE FIELD OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

• OYER 100 PROPERTIES AVAILABLE AT ANY 0NF. TIME 

• WELL ESTABLISHED OVER MANY YEARS WITH OWN SOLICITOR 

• COVERING PLYMOUTH. SE CORNWALL AND SOUTH DEVON 

• STAFFED BY MANY EX-SERVICEMEN WHO KNOW THE PROBLEMS 


SCE HOTLINE 
01367 241225 


AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS 

WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

★ Mechanical ★ Bodywork 

★ Electrical ★ Servicing 

for all types of cars 
Also Computerised Diagnostic 
Tuning etc 
MOTs arranged 

Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236 
PORTSMOUTH 824802 




CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 
For comprehensive list please send SAE 

SHIPS BADGES 

SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
I. HEED COL'KT, L0SGV/EU GHEES, BRISTOL 
TEL/FAX: 01/79 327967 


MINIATURE MEDALS 

Miniature and full-sued medals. Supplied 
and mounted in ordinary and court-style. 
•k Wire Blazer Badges k Mess Kit badges 
k Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting 
bars, ribbon bars, etc. 

Send far comprehensive catalogue to the 
Medal Specialists (25p stamp appreciated). 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 

30 COVENTRY ROAD, 
BURBAGE, 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2IIP 

Telephone: (01455) 239262 



P 


Mi,. 

Framed Photographs 

v MgSml] [ftmamd 

FREE BROCHURE 

Wright & Logan est. 192 -t 

20. Queen Street. Portsmouth P013HL I 

TEL 01705829555/FAX: 01705824447 I 
— 



SCE HOTLINE 

01367 241225 



E 


fTl BLACKPOOL 

Pan your test In a week with 

KEY SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

From £ 12 per hour • 3,4,5,6 day courses 

FREE test fees 
FREE 'pass protection 
until you pass* 

FREE travel & accommodation 
FREE re-tests 'discounts* 

r——, TEL: 01253 296200,— , 

ANYTIME 

ra FOR BROCHURE l*?J 


Military Cross Stitch 


An exciting range of cross stitch 
kits for Navy, Army and Air Force 
units. Over &00 designs available. 

Ring 

01905 423785 

for a free catalogue 



CARTOONS DRAWN 1 
EXCELLENT RATES • BROCHURE 
PRINTING ft EMBROIDERY 


Couchebebe 
PO Box 5, Swanmore. 
Southampton S032 2UYV 


EMBROIDERED 

SWEATERS, SWEATSHIRTS 
POLO SHIRTS BADGES 

PRINTED 

TEESHIRTS SWHATSIIIRTS 
BADGES COFFEE MUGS 
AND LOTS MORE! ALL FROM 
ONE SUPPLIER 

No artwork or selling up costs on the 
majority of our goods. I ligh quality, 
com petitivenr ices and prompt delivery. 
BITO tax-free service. 

Send for our new price list 
REYNOLDS SPORTS 51/52 
HIGH STREET. LINCOLN 
LN58AP 

Telephone: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£22.15 + £1.30 UK postage 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C. H. MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone 01483 771588 Fax 01483 756627 



GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
E21.95 + Cl .30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 

BADGES WIRE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLU8, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
CAP TALLIES, BLAZER BUTTONS 

Send SAE for quotes and price list 
49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEL: (01273) 416138 


HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 

Handmade to order 


6in x TA'm 



O Crown 


Copyright 

£18.95* inc UK postage 
add £1.45 for optional motto / title scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 

C & A Beharrell 

107 Victoria Avenue. Hull HU5 3EF 
Tel/Fax: (01482) 213398 
Please send SAE for brochure 



FLEET BADGES 

in full colpr, heat scaled and framed 
4. Church View, Obornc, 

Nr. Sherburne, Dorset DT9 4NA 01935 1112149 

Collectors size 5in x 5ftin.£7.50 

Presentation size approx Km x 7in .. £12.50 
Incl UK postage 

ALL ROYAI. NAVAL ASSOCIATED BAtX.EN 
Personal callers welcome Cron n Copyright C 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2II 7IIA 
TEL 0171-930 1979 
OR 01374 133 493 


HAVE YOU LOST 
YOUR MEDALS? 

Consult the experts. 

We con replace full size 
medals and supply miniatures. 

A fast, efficient service. 

THE VETERANS’ 
MEDAL OFFICE 

PO Box 61, Dallington, 
Heathfield, TN21 9ZS 
Tel: 01435 830111 


TIES, BADGES & PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made for Clubs, Bands, Choirs, etc. 
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & sundries 
Please send SAE for lists 
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, 

Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES <n> 

P O BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR3 1GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 

Medals — full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


EMBROIDERED 

EPAULETTE 

SLIDES 

FOR OFFICERS & 
OTHER RANKS 

Any Quantity Suppukd 

S.A.K. PRICK LIST 


Lancashire Embroidery 

Insignia Ltd 

Lets Road, Kuowsli'y lad. Park 
North, Liverpool LTi 7SA 
iVL 0151 546 5161 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The publishers of Navy | 
News cannot accept 
responsibility for the 
accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any 
losses suffered by any 
readers as a result. 
Readers are strongly 
recommended to make 
their own enquiries and 
seek appropriate 
commercial, legal and 
financial advice before 
sending any money or 
entering into any legally 
binding agreement 



































































































































































































Options 


NEWS, MAY 19% 

h 



Accommodation 



Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Sell-catenng flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl fnend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 


Charged WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.. .£70 

per I WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS .. £60 

person ■ NIGHTLY (Out of holiday season).£10 


Deposit: £10 per person 

ALL WITH OWN BA THROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late amval, should inform the management 

(01705-733581) 

S.A.E. please giving dates and number 

MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 



&opal Jfleet Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very com¬ 
petitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Recep¬ 
tions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal 
facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELA Y TO A VOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

♦ PLYMOUTH 

♦ (01752) 229705 ETBUMOl 

♦ OSMOND GUEST HOUSE * 

: 42 PIER STREET. WEST HOE < 
Bad & Breakfast Irom £13.00 
Seafront Courtesy pick-up from 
+ stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
CTV. Tea/coflee making. Some 
▼ en-suite. Parking. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


Canterbury Bell 
Uy Guest House YS 

29 St Simons Koad, Southsea, 
Portsmouth. 

Modem, Comfortable En-Suite 
accommodation. All rooms have 
Satellite TV. Tea/Coffcc making 
facilities & arc centrally heated. 
Private car parking. Studio Flats are 
available for self-catering. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 

Phone/Fax Catriona Randall on 
(01705)351277 


WEYMOUTH 

PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE 

11 Waterloo Piece, Weymouth DT4 7PD 

Yards from beach, short walk to RNA 
Club. All rooms CTV, T/making, B&B 
evening meal. Reasonable rates. 
Warm welcome. 

Jean and James Barnett 

01305 785344 

Members of Weymouth RNA 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modern 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed lor Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


SJTtTfye'ZO ?7 3*97 Sj* 

37 St Simons Roed 
Southsea, Portsmouth P05 2PK 
This very friendly family run hotel wel¬ 
comes you. All rooms have colour 7V, 
teal coffee, ensuiie facilities 
From £14 per person, enjoy the best 
breakfast in Portsmouth 
Td 01705 829337 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17 South Parade 
(Opposite the Pyramids) 
Tel: 01705 875566 

S/>cciaJ rates for all Service /tersonncl and 
Family £19 .VS p.p. in full en suite double or 
twin-bedded room 

♦ 4 crown seafront hotel 

♦ Colour TV. tca/coffcc facilities 

♦ Games rooms • lull-size snooker table 
•k Ideally situated near all local attractions 

and its night life 


ROOMS TO FILL? 

Reach almost A million readers through 

Navy News 

Tel: 01705 724226 



r 
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PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 73100l\ 


•OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS’ 

‘H/C, TEA/COFFEE. CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS * 

-ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS ■ COTS' 

* 9TH YEAR SAME OWNERS- 

33, FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA,HANTS. PQ4 PNG J 



-THE ELMS Guest House- 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

(Residential Licence) 

A small, friendly family run Guest House 
offering B&B. Close to Naval base, stations, 
shops and nightlife Colour TV, tea/coffee 
facilities in all rooms. Some rooms en-suite. 
Own keys, no restrictions, limited parking. 

Paddy and John Erskine 
Tel/Fax Portsmouth (01705) 823924 


“Away Days In Plymouth" 

Small friendly Guest House overlooking the 
Hoe end Season! A good bed and 4-course 
breakfast, colour TV. teWcoffee laoltiee, 
c/h, en-aute rooms available Parking 
From £26 Double £14 Sngles 

Telephone tor brochure 

01752 660675 

EOGCUMBE GUEST HOUSE 
50 Pv« Seeet. West Hoe. Plymouth PL1 38T 


LADY HAMILTON 

21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye olde alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and B&B (special 
rates naval personnel) 

Tel: 01705 870505 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

FnenOy family run. 2 mms. irom sea and enter- 
ta-nments. Close lo lemes. Naval base, shops, 
etc. Own keys. Satellite TV ail rooms, no restric¬ 
tions. BAB. HokJay or short stay. Ample private 
car-park mg 

Mrs Pat Green (01705) 731043 




GROUP CANAL HOLIDAYS 




For activity, team work, ackievmr*. fun! 


Self-drive, comfortable, 4-12 bath boM* with 
all fciiitica 6 different route* From £56 per bud, 
per week, low kmoq. Free tuition. Eaey 
ml a cc caa. Free brochure from. 

MIDDLEWICII NARROW BOATS 
52 CANAL TERRACE, MIDDLEWICII 
CHESHIRE CW10 9BD 
V TEL: 01606 832460 / 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Waverley Road, Southsea 
Hants P()5 2PJ (01705) 828325 

Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park on premises 
You are guaranteed a friendly welcome in 
this home from home in Southsea. Each 
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical 
theme and has all the atmosphere of the 
great Naval traditions of this area. There are 
also cable TV's, private washing facilities, 
tea and coffee, and full central heating in 
each room. Special rates for winter months. 


SOUTHSEA 

RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

52 WAVKRLIY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guest House, idealy 
situated for the Naval Base/shopping 
centres'Continental Ferry Port/beaches etc 
Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V. in all 
rooms & C.H. Holiday or short breaks 
JUNE A TERRY (01705) 832440 


PLYMOUTH 

HOEGATE HOUSE 


9 Slualed The Hoe and Barbcan area, close 9 
wafcingdslanw to ciy oertre, bus nation 

• Rooms ol high standard with showers oolour • 
A TV. H4C. lea/collee laoSt»es. oeriral heanj. _ 

• SAE lor brochure • 

• From £1250 pp-Cl4 ppTei: 01752 661033 • 


Hoegate Street. The Hoe, Plymouth Pit 2 JB^ 


-FAREHAM- 

GORT WALK GUEST HOUSE 

44, Coombe Farm Ave, Fareham P016 OTR 

Warm and Friendly. Close Haslar, Sultan, 
Coitmgwood All rooms C-h.. TV. dock-radc. 
Ample parking, own keys. Courtesy pek-up on 
arrival. Two ground floor rooms available. Open 
all year. From £13 BAB (No ertras). 
Christine Fielding 
01329 828905 


MALTA, MELLIEHA. Luxury 2- 
bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5. one 
mile from the best beach in Malta and 
dose to local amenities. Flights can be 
arranged. Telephone 0181-567 5824. 



‘WEIGH ANCHOR, AND SET COURSE’ FOR 

THE SALISBURY HOTEL 

S7-59 FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA P04 0NQ 

SPECIAL RATES FOR SERVING AND 
EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL AND FAMILIES 

Reunions and special events are our speciality 
Your total comfort is assured 

Tel: PORTSMOUTH (01705) 823606 Fax: 820955 



AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
* Lockyec St, PL1 2QO * 
Telephone: (01752) 227311 

Eleaant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground floor. Nauti¬ 
cal Flavour Cocktail Bar. Colour 
TV Radio Tea/Coffee/ Telephone 
all rooms. Most en suite. Large 
car park. Navy News Readers 
10% Accommodation Discount. All 
Credit Cards accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
LL Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret’d) 

■A Persona/ Service' Comfortable HoteT 


PLYMOUTH 

MOUNTBATTEN HOTEL 

Licensed family owned hotel in quiet 
cul-de-sac. Garage & free street parking 
Rooms mainly en-suite. Varied breakfast 
& dinner menu. 

Royal Fleet Club ft Naval Base within 
easy walking distance. 

A uttrm uvkome oualts you from 
Norma 6 Mike Hetuly. 

52, Exmouth koad. Stoke, Plymouth. Pit 4QH. 
Tct 01752 563643 Fax 01752 606014. 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent tc the Hoe and Park. Friendly 
family-run Guest House olfers you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents' lounge. TV 
Radio, Tea Coffee. Licensed. Central 
heating all rooms. From £l3pp. 

THE FIRS 13 Pier Street, West Hoe 
Telephone (01752) 262870 


GOSPORT 

Seafarer Guest House 

9 Bury Road, Gosport 
Tel: 01705 522883 
ft Families rooms/En-suite available 
ft Colour TV all rooms 
ft Tea and coffee facilities all rooms 
ft Close to Sultan, Dolphin and 
Haslar 

ft Ample car-parking 
ft ETB 2 Crowns 


%Qck_Qardcn 9-foteC, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

Breaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 

(one or two persons) 

Genual for all Southsea amenities and 
entertainments Quality en-suite 
bedrooms. Satellite TVs all rooms, 
lea/coffce facilities, lounge, private cur 
park 

★ Attractive Bar ★ 

■k Delightful restaurant ★ 

Clarence Road 
Southsea 
P05 2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


Motorcaravan Hire 


Luxury 4-6 berth vehicles 
Travel UK / Europe 
Unlimited mileage 
Insurance / AA cover 
From £295 per week 


S&H Hire Plymouth 01752 607082 


SANDRINGHAM 

HOTEL 

PORTSMOUTH 

Special rates for MOD Personnel 
from £20pp pn B&B 

Seafront Hotel. 45 bedrooms all 
en-suite 

Close to shops, Dockyard. Naval Base 

Wedding receptions and Reunion 
Parties our speciality 


Osborne Road, Southsea, Hants. 
Tel: (01705) 826969 



PROVINCE OF NATAL MOTEL 

5 OR KEN 111LL, WEYMOUTH 13T4 7SR 
Bought for the Royal Navy by the people of Natal after the Second || 
World War. Fifty yards from the beach, half a mile from the 
shops anti station. Fine sands and safe swimming. 
Available only to naval and cx-naval personnel, including. RM. 
WRNS, QARNNS, their families and relatives Licensed bar. 
Children and pels welcome. Lift to all floors. All bedrooms 
ensuite. Laundry facilities 

Telephone 01305 784108 

REMEMBER — This hold is yours conic and enjoy it! 




RN SHIPS, AIRCRAFT AND THE 
ROYAL MARINES IN ACTION 


EACH POSTER IS APPROX 11i/2"X 16W AND IS PRINTED 
ON FINE GRADE GLOSSY PAPER. THESE EXCITING 
PRINTS ARE PERFECT FOR FRAMING AND WOULD 
MAKE THE IDEAL GIFT 


POSTERS AVAILABLE: 

Sea Harrier. Sea King, HMS Vanguard (sub) HMS York 
HMS Invincible. HMS Triumph (sub) HMS Marlborough 
HMS Edinburgh, Choice of two RM action pics 


ONLY £2.00 ea 




FEATURED SHIPS:- 

HMS Pursuer, HMS Glasgow, HMS Marlborough, HMS Bulldog, 
HMS Illustrious, HMS Dulverton, HMS Broadsword, HMS Invincible, 
HMS Lancaster, HMS Cardiff, HMS Triumph, HMS London, 

HMS Sheffield, HMS Chatham, HMS Fearless, HMS Argyle, 
HMS Starling, HMS Boxer, HMS Vanguard, HMS Norfolk. 

HMS Ark Royal (featured on front cover) 


inc UK P&P 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 40p (Airmail on request) 
Cheques payable to Navy News 
For orders from outside UK payments to be made by cheque / 
international money order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank. 
Or for payment by credit card (UK & Abroad) please use the 
coupon on page 4. 


20 FULL COLOUR 

g)F mm/hL s»t 

Well presented in a compact presentation booklet , indexed at the front 
Each postcard approx 41/2” x 61/2" is perforated to tear out easily. 


Amazing Value 

£4.00 inc UK P8P 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p. 

The Business Manager 
Navy News, HMS Nelson 
Queen Street, Portsmouth P01 3HH 
Tel: 01705 826040 
Fax: 01705 830149 
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A DEAL OF 
A LIFETIME! 


As busy 


CAPTAIN of HMSGannet, Cdr Nigel Arnall-Culliford was 
among those sharing a slice of the celebration cake when the 
Ayrshire HIVE was officially opened on the Dundonald Crescent 
married quarters estate near Irvine. He is pictured (above) with 
Mrs Pat Daddow of the HIVE steering committee. 


HIVE - the Help Information 
Exchange - is run by and for the 
wives of serving personnel. One 
important function it fulfils is to 
welcome families moving into the 
new area. 

It is also a point of contact for 
employment and training opportu¬ 
nities. To fulfil these roles the 
HIVE fosters close links with 
other Services* agencies and with 
the local welfare network. 

Pictured (top), proudly wearing 


their HIVE sweatshirts, are volun¬ 
teers of the sister group which sup¬ 
ports families of Naval personnel 
based at Portland. 

Portland HIVE has a new home 
at Wyke Regis and the Captain of 
HMS Osprey, Capt John Harvey, 
performed the official opening by 
cutting the ribbon with his sword. 

The information centre workers 
making the most of the occasion 
are (l-r) Gill Brookes, Jane White. 
Odette Clarke and Shirley Barrett. 


Options 


Around the centres 


MORTGAGE PAID 
TILL JAN’97! 


WITH the opening of the 
extended Cunningham Com¬ 
munity Centre at RN air sta¬ 
tion Yeovilton all the estab¬ 
lishment's community func¬ 
tions are now housed under 
one roof. 

The centre is being run by a 
committee, including Lt Cdr Alan 
Roberts (chairman), estate com¬ 
munity worker Alan Bower, HIVE 
(see left for explanation of HIVE) 
organiser Gail Gill and playgroup 
supervisor Mandy Shaw. 

New equipment 

Meanwhile, Flag Officer 
Plymouth, Vice Admiral Sir Roy 
Newman, has approved grants 
totalling £520 for four Navy play¬ 
groups at Portland, Weymouth 
and Preston. The money is for 
equipment. 

In July Wooden tots Nursery will 
open its doors to children of par¬ 
ents working at HMS Collingwood 
and other MOD establishments. 
For information about places con¬ 
tact Liz Hendrick, at Colling- 
wood’s civilian administration 
office on 01329 332317. 


A VISIT to Plymouth Naval Base by the Second Sea Lord, 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, included a call at Crownhill 


Family Centre. 

The admiral was briefed by 
playgroup co-ordinator Mrs 
Patricia Whiteley, SSAFA thrift 
shop organiser Mrs Lin 
Bennett and health visitor Gail 
Wilson, who runs a weekly clin¬ 
ic at the centre. 

Also waiting to give him an 


insight into what s what at 
Crownhill were Alexander 
Gauger and his twin sister 
Ragna, pictured looking very 
composed before the “brass" 
as they show off their class 
photo. Playgroup supervisor 
Mandy Clark looks on. 


GOSPORT . HANTS 


W hat better way to start the New Year, 
than in a brand new Barratt home? 
Our superh award-winning Premier 
Collection homes offer many attractive 
features such as en-suite bathrooms, utility 
rooms, family ‘dens*, cloakrooms and so 
much more! 

And now, weTe offering a great ‘Deal Of 
A Lifetime 1 - w ith your mortgage paid 
till January *97! 


100% PART EXCHANGE 


Our Home Exchange Service means 
that we will consider either buying your 
present house through our famous 7 Day 
Part Exchange Service - or we will sell 
it for you through our Agency Selling 
Service, which is free, and gives you full 
market value for your old house. 

It’s a great way to buy and sell in one 
easy move. Ask for details. 


HELP FOR FIRSTTIME BUYERS 

Many first-time buyers think they could 
never afford a home of their own, hut now 
they can - thanks to the Barratt NO 
DEPOSIT AND MOVE-IN SCHEME. 

We'll also pay up to £500 towards your 
huving expenses. 

J8L 

BARRATT 

^Anttai/i s S/fre/ttSer 


SWIFTS ENJOY A 
BIT OF A LARK 

ELEVEN members of the Support and Welcome Information for 
Families Team (SWIFTS) went on a fact-finding mission to 
Devonport Naval Base. 


The ladies toured the Type 23 
frigate HMS Monmouth and visit¬ 
ed the Naval Base museum. They 
then recharged their batteries with 
lunch in the warrant officers* and 
senior rates’ mess, HMS Drake. 

SWIFTS arc wives of serving 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines 
personnel who volunteer to give 
some of their time to welcome new 
Service arrivals in the Plymouth 
area, to inform them of local and 
Naval facilities and to support 
them in their first few weeks resi¬ 
dence. 

They also offer continuing sup¬ 
port for those wives whose hus¬ 
bands are away. 

Carefully selected for their per¬ 
sona! skills, SWIFTS are trained 


over a four-week period and 
attend seminars twice a year. They 
are supported by a regional organ¬ 
iser and area co-ordinators. 


LUCKY DIP 

NINETY-six applications 
were submitted by Royal 
Navy personnel for the 
annual draw for holidays in 
Brittany subsidised by the 
Sailors' Fund and Fleet 
Amenities Fund. Thirty holi¬ 
days each year are available 
at extremely reasonable 
rates. The draw was made at 
HMS Raleigh by the Captain, 
Capt Hugh Rickard. 


YOU’LL HAVE TO MOVE FAST - THIS IS A LIMITED PERIOD OFFER! 



King’s Acre, 

off Grange Road, Gosport. 

Acclaimed cottage-style houses with 2 
and 3 bedrooms, fitted kitchens, central 
heating, double glazing and gardens. 
From £56,495. 

Sales office and show village open every 
day from 10am to 6pm. 

Telephone: 01705 522096 


EXCLUSIVE 
ARMED FORCES/MOD 
DISCOUNT. 

SAVE UP TO £2,000. 


If you’re a member of the Forces, or 
MOL*) personnel, you will enjoy a 
special discount. Ask for details. 


Brand new Barratt development 
NOW OPEN! 


Broad Oak Lodge, 
Whiteley nr Fareham. 

2 ik 3 bedroom houses from 

£62,995. 

Telephone: 01489 880554 



Blake’s Harbourside, Ham Lane, 
off Elson Road, Gosport. 

2 and 3 bedroom cottage-style houses from 

£59,995. 

Showhome open from 10am to 6pm Thursday 
to Sunday inclusive. (Monday 2pm to 6pm). 

Telephone: 01705 503529 or 
Sales Hotline: 01703 273311 


Offer a\ailahle on IMVtgJgts op to t V.vW on *eh\ted proper! le* and *ite*. »uh,i. t to the pur.I»a*cr taking an apprtwed new mortgage through a Barratt appointed mdeperxk tit linatni.il ad\T*tir. Any lender print Jed 
..nhku k or diwiHint will lir*llv he u*e\l to par repayment*, thereafter Barr.nt will pay a *ob*nly to ensure mortgagi repayment* are paid until lanuary l‘N7 Barratt Mil-odv i* ha*ed on a mortgage of 23 year* net 


□ 

of lay relief Olte-t* Mihpvt to *faiu*. eontrati anti normal Barratt Hoo*e Exchange condition*. UV liomt Kxthangt available within each operating area onh npi.alh wtihin a W* milt radiu* the .It\elopment 
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“ Kurt re pl y to Army challen ge 



IT MAY not have impressed any neutral rugby purists, but the 
three pressure penalties by Navy full back Kurt Eyre were greet¬ 
ed with rapturous applause by upwards of 15,000 Navy support¬ 
ers as their side won a fierce contest in the rugby spectacular 
against the Army, writes Cdr Jonathan Dingle. 


Navy players (all dark strip) Dale Cross and Gerrard Harrison leap for the ball while Bob Armstrong 
and No 9 Paul Livingstone look on intently, poised for action. picture: la(Phot) Artie Shaw 


The 29-year-old Royal Marine 
lieutenant, who turns out for 
Plymouth Albion, played a storm¬ 
ing game, but it was the sheer 
commitment of all 15 players that 
provided a second straight win for 
the Navy in this 80th annual 
encounter. It was played in front 
of over 20,(100 spectators, the 
biggest crowd since 1948. 

The day belonged to the Navy, 
reigning Inter-Services champions, 
from the moment the carparks 
opened. Dozens of coaches and 
hundreds of cars and minibuses, 
from all over the country brought 
an enormous contingent of Dark 
Blue supporters to a party that was 
well underway by mid-morning. 

Frolics 

The Navy’s Veterans 15 beat 
their Army counterparts 75-5 in a 
warm-up match that had the crowd 
buzzing. Lunchtime frolics in the 
sunshine had everyone in tremen¬ 
dous voice by the time the match 
kicked off - and if you’ve never 
been to this fixture, then make a 
date next year: it is a unique occa¬ 
sion in the Navy's calendar. 

The Army tried hard to spoil the 
party. They brought a side full of 
Courage League quality players. 
They had power and height up 
front, and their robust approach 
was apparent from the kick off. 

A massed brawl after only five 
minutes saw a yellow card being 
shown to one soldier who attempt¬ 
ed to persuade the Navy’s Royal 
Marine back row that the Army 

TEN 


had the monopoly on brute force. 

But try as they might, the sol¬ 
diers couldn't overcome the sheer 
speed and determination of the 
Navy’s well organised defence. In a 
game of two halves, the Army led 
through two penalties but then 
Kurt Eyre slotted three kicks, all 
from a distance, to provide the win. 
The celebrations went on long into 
the night! 

In the second of the Inter- 
Services matches, also played at 
Twickenham, the Navy were 
pipped 14-12 by England winger 
Rory Underwood’s solo try a few 
minutes from time. 

The Leicester, England. British 
Lions and RAF players, who at 32 
is one of the world's top players, 
had been kept quiet for most of the 
game by outstanding play by the 
Navy's backs. But a neat shimmy, a 
move that has taken him past 
rugby's international elite, saw him 
sprint in for an excellent score. 

Until then, however, it had been 
the quality of the Navy’s play that 
had entertained a small but com¬ 
mitted crowd. The forward play 
was exceptional with LRO Harry 
Harrison and RM skipper Capt 
Corin Palmer outstanding. 

Fittingly, it was second row’ 
LVCpI Dale Cross who scored the 
Navy’s second try, crowning a great 
forward performance. Earlier, in 
an exciting move of pacy three- 
quarter play. Mne Craig White had 
broken through the RAF lines to 
score a good try. 

But the RAF were awarded 
many penalties by a referee who 


attracted applause only when he 
was knocked to the ground by ram¬ 
paging Navy forwards. The Light 
Blue converted three of them to 
remain in touch with the Navy and 
to set up Underwood’s late winner. 

Rum tots 

Having crushed the Army 75-5, 
the Navy's rugby veterans took the 
field against the Light Blue with 
spirits high. Indeed the alleged 
pre-match tots of rum necessary to 
oil the rusty joints of the Dark Blue 
stars of yesteryear, including Colin 


Bostock, Eddie Over and Pat 
Patilla, may have accounted for the 
17-0 lead the RAF had after just 
20 minutes. 

But the effects of rum do wear 
off, and by half time matters were 
on the mend. Stalwart centre Jeff 
Blackett (45), scored the winning 
try in a 27-17 result which brought 
the vets trophy to the Navy. 

“I was over the moon with this 
performance,” said Jeff, who 
selected last year’s full Inter- 
Services championship side. “In a 
game of two halves we showed that 
the show isn’t over until the fat 
lady has sung.” 


Pilkin g ton Shield 

FIVE RN personnel were 
playing for Hclston RFC when 
the team won their Pilkington 
Shield semi-final match 
against Wellingborough Old 
Grammarians at Bridgwater. 

The five were theHelston RFC 
captain, C'PO Mark Hocking 
(Collingwood), CPO Phil Elliott , 
PO led Blandford and LAEM Sid 
Savvas (all Culdfose), and OM 
Chris Johns (Nottingham). 

An ex-Royal Navy player, Phil 
Elliott scored the only try in 
Helston's 20-13 victory. 

They now go into the final at 
Twickenham on May 4. when they 
will play Newcastle’s Medicals 
prior to the Bath v Leicester game. 


MEN HOLD 


IN BRIEF 

AMONG those training with 
the Royal Navy showjumping 
and eventing teams at the 
Naval Riding Centre, HMS 
Dryad, recently was Vice 
Admiral John Brigstocke, vice 
president of the RN 
Euucstrian Association. 

NRC caters for Service and 
civilian riders at all levels and is 
recognised as one of the finest 
equestrian centres in the country. 

Training is now underway for 
the RN/RM Novice Champion¬ 
ships (May 19) and the Senior 
Championships (July 27/28). 

Anyone interested in competing 
at Service level or in any of the 
competitions should contact Lt 
Cdr Paul De Jonghe. HMS 
Edinburgh BFPO 277. For 
enquries about riding at the NRC 
ring (11705 379974. 

THE Senior Service retains the 
Gibraltar Inter-Service soccer 
championship title for another 
year on goal difference. The 
Navy beat the Army 5-1 and 
drew 2-2 with the RAF. 

ROYAL Navy (Scotland) football 
team won their annual fixture v 
the Scottish Prison Service 4-3. 
Their scorers were POCA Des 
Mercer (Neptune)(2), RO Grah¬ 
am Mooney (Middleton) and CPO 
Ox Haley (Neptune). 

THE Navy cricket team play 
Free Foresters and Incogniti 
on May 12 and May 16/17 at 
Burnaby Road, Portsmouth. 
Away games v MCC Young 
Cricketers and Midlands CCC 
follow on May 21 and 29. 

The touring Under 25s will 
play at Mount Wise on May 10 
and 12 v Devon and Cornwall 
Constabulary and Devon 
Cricket Association. On May 11 
they play BRNC at Dartmouth. 

Players of potential repre¬ 
sentative standard should con¬ 
tact Lt Cdr Jim Danks on HMS 
Temeraire ext 22671 or POPT 
Steve Riley on 23974. 


THE LINE . . . 



New Navy caps pictured (l-r) with Vice Admiral Jonathan Tod (centre) after the RN v RAF match: 
Mne Shaun Foster, LPT Paul Barton, Mne Lee Aston and LA Craig Robinson, picture: Lt cdr j. Danks. 


THE ROYAL Navy showed 
real character and determina¬ 
tion when they drew 1-1 with 
the Army ai Aldershot despite 
playing for 48 minutes with 10 
men after goalkeeper MEM 
Andy Meeds (Iron Duke) had 
been sent off for deliberate 
handball outside his area, 
writes Lt Cdr Jim Danks. 

Confident after their fine win 
against the RAF, the Navy went 
ahead when Mne Shaun Foster 
(CTCRM) shot firmly past S/Sgt 
Nigel Wiscombe in the Army 
goal. 

OM Stephen O'Neil (Neptune) 
was having a good game in mid¬ 
field. setting up chances for Sgt 
Runs Wilson (CTCRM) and LPT 
Paul Willetts (Dolphin), but the 
Army were dangerous on the 
breaks. Disaster struck for the 
Navy when a long clearance from 
the Army defence bounced 
towards the RN penalty area. 

Realising the danger. Meeds 
came off his line and punched the 
ball clear from Maynard, but he 
had strayed outside the area and 
the referee was left little alterna¬ 
tive but to dismiss him. 

Good save 

Wilson was brought off and 
MEM Jason White (Richmond) 
put in goal, where he made a good 
save from the resultant free kick. 

Slippery conditions added to the 
excitement as the Army sought to 
make their player advantage pay. 
The Navy were defiant, though, 
with CPOWEA Steve Johnson 
(Sheffield) and POPT Steve Riley 
(DNPTS) in commanding form. 

In the 88th minute L'Bdr Gary 
Toothill equalised, but the RN 
were not to be denied. With much 
relief they heard the final whistle 
and realised they had won this 
year s title on goal difference and 
retained the Constantinople Cup. 

Lt Gen Sam Cowan. Army FA 
resident, presented the trophy to 
teve Riley, but this was an excel¬ 


lent team performance. The Army 
and Navy share the Mercury Cup. 

The Lamb’s Navy Cup was won 
by HMS Neptune for the third 
time in the first of their five finals 
to be played at “home”. 

They overcame a spirited chal¬ 
lenge from HMS Excellent, them¬ 
selves experienced Cup campaign¬ 
ers (five wins and four defeats in 
finals stretching back to 1907). 
beating them 5-1 at the Vale of 
Leven ground. Dumbarton. 

Neptune soon took control. 
CPO Ian Haley scoring in the third 
minute. Excellent were quick to 
renond but found the experienced 
C’PO David Howard in good form 
in the Neptune goal. 

POCA Des Mercer scored in 
the 33rd minute and Haley added 
his second two minutes later. The 
lead was reduced to 3-1 by CpI 
George Dent shortly before half¬ 
time. 

Mercer scored again soon after 
the interval and later on was the 
provider, setting up an O'Neil tap 
in. Excellent were under increasing 
pressure and only goal line clear¬ 
ances from C/Sgt G. Smith and Sgt 


Gary Whatmough prevented fur¬ 
ther goals. 

After the match Mr Steve 
Hoyles of Allied Domecq Spirits 
and Wine (UK) Ltd. the competi¬ 
tion sponsors, presented the cup to 
CPO Harry Holmes. O’Neil was 
named man of the match and 
received a bottle of Lamb’s Navy 
Rum . RNFA are very grateful to 
the sponsors for their support. 

Neptune will represent RNFA in 
the Jubilee Cup. playing at home 
on May 1 to RAF Coltishall, win¬ 
ners of the RAF Cup. 

Kentish Cup 

Combined Services FA took on 
the Belgian forces at Westerlo. 
seeking the win that would secure 
them the Kentish Cup following 
their home draw (1-1) against the 
Netherlands forces. 

CPO Will Flint (Daedalus) and 
O'Neil joined POAEM Nigel 
Thwaites in the starting line-up. 
while Meeds was substitute goal¬ 
keeper. L/Cpl Jimmy St routs 
scored first for Combined Services 


and Thwaites added the second. 

The match ended with a 2-1 vic¬ 
tory to Combined Services. 

• Lt Cdr Steve Vasey reports 

on the Navy’s SW Counties 4-1 
defeat by Devon at Tavistock. 

Ten minutes into the game 
Devon threaded a long diagonal 
ball behind the Navy’s defence, 
forcing goalkeeper Meeds to come 
a long way off his line, where he 
brought down the Devon centre 
forward.The referee saw this as an 
intentional foul and Meeds was 
given his marching orders. 

OM Jimmy Thompson (Nep¬ 
tune) went into goal and the unfor¬ 
tunate POPT Nick Haigh was sub¬ 
stituted. From the resultant free 
kick Devon took the lead. 

Flint levelled the scores, but in 
the second half of the match 
Devon turned on the style and with 
some penetrating and entertaining 
soccer scored two further goals. 

This disappointing 4-1 defeat 
did not affect the league positions, 
however; the Navy were champi¬ 
ons by virtue of winning their pre¬ 
vious four matches. 


Flying start 
for golfers 

FOR ONLY the second time since the fixture began in 
the late 60s, the Navy golf team has beaten Cornwall, 
writes Cdr Gary Skinns. 


Played over the compact 
but picturesque Tehidy Park 
course, we were blessed with 
bright but cold conditions. 
The county team, a blend of 
youth and experience, were 
led by ten-times Navy cham¬ 
pion Malcolm Edmunds, 
whom it was plain to see has 
not lost any of his golfing 
skills in his “semi retire¬ 
ment”. 

The basis of the Navy win 
was formed in the morning 
foursomes where we tri¬ 
umphed four matches to one. 

There were convincing 
wins for the pairings of Lt 
Guy Norris (820 NAS)/Lt Cdr 
Daryll Whitehead (815 NAS), 
Lt Steve Roberts (Yeovil- 
ton)/CPO Eddie Comerford 
(Caledonia), and Capt Steve 
Williams (RCDS)/WEM Alis¬ 
tair Westbury (St Vincent). CpI 
Joe Sharp (CTCRM) and Sgt 
Smiler Whitehouse (42 Cdo) 
had a tight battle for their win. 

Historic 

Hopes were high but the 
players realised there were 
still 10 points at stake in the 
singles to come. As it turned 
out, the singles encounter 
was a much closer affair and 
the county edged the after¬ 
noon points total by 5!4 to 4'A. 
The Navy thus recorded an 
historic win by an overall 
score of 8V5 to 6M. 

Norris led the way in the 
afternoon with a final green 
win, and he was closely fol¬ 


lowed by a fighting halved 
match from Roberts, who was 
two down with only three to 
play. The lower order provid¬ 
ed the necessary points for 
victory, with wins from 
Whitehead, Williams and 
Westbury. 

Fine debuts 

Whitehouse and Westbury 
were making their debuts for 
the Navy and, with both 
recording at least one win, 
they can be very pleased with 
their performances. Special 
mention must be made of 
Westbury, on whom the out¬ 
come of the whole match 
depended in the afternoon. 

Knowing he needea at 
least a halved match to 
secure the victory, he showed 
tremendous nerve in holing a 
testing four-foot putt on the 
16th green and then dropped 
a monster on the next to beat 
his opponent. 

By the time of going to 
press, the RNGA will have 
embarked on their second 
overseas tour, with a team of 
10 players in Virginia to com- 

B ?te against both civilian and 
S Service opposition. A 
report of the tour will appear 
in June's Navy News. 

Arrangements are also well 
in hand for this year’s Navy 
Strokeplay Championships at 
Letham Grange, Arbroath, 
next month and calling 
notices have been sent to 
Command secretaries. 
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Riflewomen in cracking form 


AFTER four years in the pos¬ 
session of the Army, the 
women’s Inter-Service rifle 
shooting title is back with the 
Senior Service. 

With the strongest team for 
many years - and included among 
them some new stars - the 
RN(Women) fought all the way to 
an outstanding victory. 


In a fitting end to her Navy 
career, POW Carole Simpson was 
named RN “Top Shot”. 

The team are keen to recruit 
new members for next season. 
Those already interested in the 
snort and those who want to learn, 
should contact Lt Teresa Elborn on 
Portsmouth Naval Base ext 27221 
or CWren Sue Roberts on 
Northwood ext 7383. 


Taking aim for the camera in the 
picture above are (front row, from 
left): Lt Sally Roots, LWren Fiona 
Llewellyn, Carole Simpson and 
Teresa Elborn. 

Back row (l-r): Sue Roberts, 
Wren Tracey Hammock. Wren 
Sandra Hembury, POW Linda 
Hanna and LWren Jane Briggs. 
(Not shown is S/Lt Rachel 
Ambrose.) 


TROPHIES LIFTED 


BY NAVY TRIO IN 


SOUTH WEST 


CULDROSE colleagues CPO Dave Reed 
(left) and AEM Chris Travers came away 
from the Cornwall British Amateur Weight 
Lifting Association Power Lifting 
Championships with trophies and places 
booked to represent Cornwall in the South 
West tournament. 

Power lifting involves three lifts - squat, 
bench press and dead lift. Dave, who is the chief 
fire fighting instructor at Culdrose, won the 
82.5kg class with a total of 530ka. Chris was 
runner-up in the same class with a total of 
510kg. 

Meanwhile, CP0(MW)(0) Simon Mansell, on 
the staff of the Second Sea Lord in Portsmouth, 
won the 100kg class by lifting 585kg, and also 
qualified for the SW championships. 


IN RESPONSE to the grow¬ 
ing popularity of karate 
and other styles of martial 
arts among sailors, Royal 
Marines and the Reserve 
forces, there are plans to 
set up a Royal Navy Karate 
Association. 

All recognised styles of 
martial art will be covered by 
the association, which will co¬ 
ordinate all activity within the 
Senior Service. Command 
and Royal Navy teams will be 
formed to compete against 
opposition from the other 
Armed Forces and in nation¬ 
al competitions. 

The association will also 
provide a data base of martial 
artists throughout the Fleet, 
informing members of others 
they can train with and where. 

As a starting event a karate 
seminar is to be held at RN air 
station Yeovilton on May 26. 
The instructors will be Sensei 
Paul Coleman (5th Dan) and 
Sensei Steve Brooks (4th Dan). 

Paul is three-times world 
champion in Kumite, having 
competed in San Diego and 
Okinawa 1989-91, twice nation¬ 
al Kata champion and 
European team champion. 

Steve is five-times national 
EKKA Karate champion (1988- 
92), twice national EKKA Kata 
champion (1989-90) and cur¬ 
rent national light-heavyweight 
kickboxing champion. 

Tickets to the seminar cost 
£10 and are available from Lt 
Gary Stubbs at RNAS 
Yeovilton ext 6695 or from 
POPT Dave Concannon on 
Yeovilton ext 6713. 


Karate exponent POACMN Chris Hughes. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Dave Irish 

LEAN YEAR FOR 
BADMINTON 

LT CDR Geoff Rowlands (Warrior) and AB Gary Pearce 
(Monmouth) reached the RN Individual Badminton 
Championship final after comfortable semi-final victories over 
PO John Frisby and LWEA Allibone (both Collingwood). 


Pearce, the younger man, took 
the match 17-16, 15-7. He and 
Rowlands then teamed up to take 
the doubles title 15-2, 15-4 against 
Frisby and AEM Lawrence Sea¬ 
man (Hmui). 

Rowlands also won the mixed 
doubles title with POW Angie 
Murray (Heron). They struggled 
home in a tense first set against 
POW Chris Phillips (CWTA) and 
WTR Callum McKechnie (FOSF) 
18-17, clinching the second 15-4. 

Revenge 

Murray beat Phillips in the 
ladies’ singles final, but Phillips 
gained her revenge in the ladies’ 
doubles. She and partner LW Sue 
Collis (FOSF) defeated Murray 
and Wren Amanda Harrison 
(Heron) 15-6, 18-14. 

The promising Allibone won 
the U21 singles from Sultan's 
MEA Moon, while the restricted 
men’s title went to Cdr Rod Steele 
and Lt Bob Lightfoot (Seahawk). 

Rowlands took the veterans’ 
singles title, defeating Steele 15-8, 


15-8. The two then paired up to 
take the veterans’ doubles title 
from CPOs Alan Sellar (Renown) 
and Bob Stoopman (Neptune). 

In the Inter-Service tournament 
the RN men failed to make their 
mark. LNN Helen Caldwell and 
Phillips did better for the RN(W). 
Caldwell reached the final, in 
which she was narrowly beaten by 
SAC Whitfield, who had knocked 
out Phillips in the second round. 

Caldwell and Collis reached the 
women’s doubles second round. 

In the open mixed pairs Jun 
Tech Thackeray and Caldwell pro¬ 
fessed through to the semi-finals 
efore losing to SAC Dolman and 
Fit Sgt Wilmott. 

Only Rowlands and Frisby man¬ 
aged a pairs victory in the Inter- 
Service team event, beating the 
Army pair 15-9, 15-4. Phillips beat 
Fit Lt Quigley 11-7, 12-10 in the 
ladies’ singles, while in the doubles 
Caldwell and Collis beat the RAF 
and Army third pairs. 

The tournament ended with the 
RAF runaway victors, the Army in 
clear second place and the RN 
trailing in a distant third. 


NEW CLUB KICKS IN 


Novices lose their ‘L’ plates in quick time 



WITH several experienced bobsleighers 
out of the picture for operational reasons, 
qualifying new drivers was vital for the 
Ni\vy : ' writes team manager Lt Cdr Jim 
Devine. 

Five drivers and three brakemen attended 
Army and RAF-run bob schools, providing a 
good nucleus for the squad. Among them were 
Lt Paul Attwood RM and L/Cpl Lee Johnston 
(both CTCRM), who were selected to represent 
Great Britain as members of the Europa Cup 
teams at Altenberg, Koningsee and Winterberg. 

Lack of experienced drivers, plus limited 
training and money, decided the Navy against 
entering the British championships this year. 

It seemed the RN would have an all-novice 
team for the Intcr-Scrvices, but Lt Malcolm 
Clucas (706 NAS), who had seen the light and 
transferred from the Army, was given time off 
to make his debut as a Navy driver. 

Five two-man crews deployed to the Olympic 
track at Lillehammer in Norway. They were 
C'lucas, Attwood and Johnston, MEA D. Moy 
(Sultan), C'POAEA G. Inchley (Sultan), CpI J. 
Joy (Warrior). LAEM B. Vickerstaff (771 

Left: Driver Johnston and brakeman 
Attwood at the start of the Lillehammer 
run. They went on to win the Navy champi¬ 
onship and the Inter-Services novices title. 


NAS), IVCpI J. Dobbs (Warrior), Mne B. Court 
(Warrior) and AEM P. Roche (771 NAS) 

The team’s new bob, purchased with a grant 
from the Sailors’ Fund, arrived at the end of the 
first week after several manufacturing delays. 
'This gave the squad five sleds, but the late 
arrival of the fifth ate into training time. 

A series of crashes left only seven men fit to 
race, but the RAF volunteered a brakeman to 
complete a fourth crew. Such comaraderic pre¬ 
vailed throughout the championships, but com¬ 
petition on the track was particularly keen. 

Close result 

The Navy finished third, but Johnston won 
the novice driver’s trophy, beating Neil Scaris- 
brook (Army) by 0.03 sec over four laufs. The 
Army beat the RAF by only 0.6 sec, after nine 
miles of racing; a close result. Individual Service 
champions were CpIs Sean Olsson and Eric 
Sekwalor (Army), Britain’s No 1 crew’. 

Overall results for the Navy showed an 
improvement over last year. In the Navy’s own 
competition, Johnston and Attwood emerged as 
champions, with Clucas runner-up. Johnston 
was named best novice driver, while Attwood 
was best brakeman and best novice brakeman. 

Financially, it has been a very hard year for 
the RN, with all last year’s sponsors withdraw¬ 


ing. On the plus side Griffon Hovercraft gave 
invaluable assistance with refurbishment of the 
bobsleighs, significantly improving their appear¬ 
ance, and Duofold, launching their clothing in 
the UK, supplied each team member with an 
impressive set of thermal gear, which was much 
appreciated - especially in Norway. 

As part of a company training programme, 
Rolls-Royce have been conducting research into 
bobsleigh technology over the past year and 
their link with the Navy squad has resulted in 
the production of a useful digital alignment 
tool, which simplifies setting the runners. 

New runners - showing considerable poten¬ 
tial - have also been produced, but have yet to 
be tested fully. It is hoped the project will con¬ 
tinue, with the company studying further areas 
of bobsleigh design. 

This season has has seen the development of 
a strong nucleus of drivers and brakemen, but if 
the Navy is to compete on equal terms with the 
other Services a significant amount of money 
must be made available to pay for ice time. 
Availability of personnel is also crucial. 

• A training programme will be run through¬ 
out the summer and fast, powerful, dedicated 
athletes are being sought. If you believe you 
would make a good bobsleigher contact Lt Cdr 
Jim Devine (CDA West Byfleet ext 4877), Lt 
Scan O’Callaghan (1NM, Portsmouth Naval 
Base ext 68052) or any member of the team. 

























Options 


VY NEWS. MAY 19% 


I 


itain embarks on largest deployment since Gulf War 


NAVY STARTS 
BIG SHOW 
OF STRENGTH 


THE LARGEST deployment of British naval strength since the Gulf War was 
under way as Navy News went to press. And though the action scenario bears 
many similarities to Operations Desert Shield and Storm, this time the 57,000 
British and US Service personnel involved are merely exercising their might. 

Thirty Royal Navy. Royal Fleet Auxiliary and chartered vessels were taking part in the three-week 
transatlantic amphibious exercise Purple Star, the UK's naval land forces being represented by the 
2,350-strong 3 Commando Brigade. 


Daddy’s home! 



A GREAT BIG hug from six-year-old Imogen for her father, Lt Cdr 
Justin Wood, senior pilot of 820 Naval Air Squadron, returning 
home after five months in the Adriatic. Lt Cdr Wood and his 
squadron were embarked in the aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious for 
her Bosnia Implementation Force deployment. Also returning to 
RN air station Culdrose were members of B Flight, 849 Squadron. 


Also taking part arc 5 Airborne 
Brigade and RAF front-line and 
support units. In all. 12,000 British 
Service personnel arc involved. 

The British naval units are 
headed by Commander UK Task 
Group, Rear Admiral Alan West, 
flying his flag in the aircraft carri¬ 
er HMS Illustrious. 

His force includes the assault 
ship HMS Fearless, three destroy¬ 
ers (HM ships Glasgow, 
Manchester and Southampton), 
three frigates (HM ships Argyll, 
Brave and Cumberland), two fleet 
submarines and four mine coun¬ 
termeasures vessels making a rare 
crossing of the Atlantic with the 
survey vessel HMS Hecla. 

Liberation 

Nine RFA ships are taking part 
- the aviation training vessel HMS 
Argus. with helicopters 
embarked, the tankers Olna, 
Olwen and Oakleaf, the stores 
ships Fort George and Fort 
Grange and the landing ships Sir 
Galahad, Sir Geraint and Sir 
Tristram. 

The scenario envisages a com¬ 
bined operation by Britain and 
the USA to liberate a friendly 
state which has been partly occu¬ 
pied by an aggressive neighbour. 
All forces will a have deployed to 
the United States by April 29. 

Afterwards, the Royal Navy 
ships will visit US ports including 
New York. 

The minehunters will not 
return to Britain until July 12. 
They will call on Boston and 
Washington where they will attend 
Defence Sales Days. 

The mine ships will also be sup¬ 
ported by Fleet Support Unit 01 
embarked in the mv Italica, a 
Russian-built, Italian owned and 
manned Antarctic survey vessel. 
They will later take part in a 
Canadian maritime and control 
exercise. 


Portsmouth Colour laid up 


THE QUEEN’S Colour of 
Portsmouth Command is present¬ 
ed to the Provost of St Thomas's 
Cathedral, the Very Rev Michael 
Yorke, by the last Flag Officer 
Portsmouth, Rear Admiral Neil 
Rankin, during the laying-up cere¬ 
mony. 

The event on March 29 formal¬ 
ly marked the end of the post of 
Flag Officer Portsmouth under 
restructuring plans. His tasks will 
now be carried out by the Naval 
Base Commander and the Flag 
Officer Training and Recruitment. 

For the ceremony, the Colour 
was paraded with a guard accom¬ 
panied by the Band of the Royal 
Marines, Portsmouth. The Colour 
will remain on display in the 
Cathedral in Old Portsmouth. 





HMS Chiddingfold and HMS 
Berkeley (astern), leave 
Portsmouth for the long 
journey across the Atlantic. 
They will be joined on 
Exercise Purple Star by HM 
ships Bridport and Cromer 
of the Third Mine Counter¬ 
measures Squadron based 
at Faslane. 


Enough cash to 
safeguard Fleet 


BUDGETARY plans for the 
Royal Navy have safeguarded 
the overall fighting strength of 
the Fleet. 

In a personal message to the 
Service, First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Jock Slater said this year’s tough 
debate over Long Term Costings 
had achieved a satisfactory result, 
and the recommendations had 
been approved by Defence 
Secretary Michael Portillo. 

Admiral Slater said that the 
Navy Board’s overriding aim has 
been to maintain and, wnere possi¬ 
ble, improve operational capabili¬ 
ty. “I am pleased to tell you,” he 
said, “that our plans have been 
enhanced by over 20 most useful 
measures.” 

In air warfare there will be 
improvements to Sea Harrier and 
helicopter equiipmenl. 

The elderly Landing Craft 
Utility Mk 9 will be replaced by a 
Ro-Ro version and the landing snip 
RFA Sir Percivalc will remain 
operational, rather than be placed 
in extended readiness. 

New funding will be provided for 
updated equipment in the 
Submarine Service, and pressure 
on submarine upkeep schedules 
will be partially cased through fur- 


Greenwich 
college to 
be saved 
for nation 


THE HISTORIC Royal Naval 
College at Greenwich is to be 
preserved for the nation and 
will be occupied mainly by the 
University of Greenwich and 
partly by the National 
Maritime Museum. 

The decision was announced by 
Defence Secretary Michael 
Portillo, who accepted the recom¬ 
mendations of an advisory group 
on the future management of the 
college. 

An independent trust, probably 
including a senior retired admiral, 
willbc charged with preserving the 
architectural and historic integrity 
of the 300-year-old buildings, 
ensuring public access. 

The Heritage Department will 
continue to work with the Ministry 
of Defence on arrangements for 
public access and over heritage 
matters. 


ther upgrading of nuclear dock 
facilities. 

For surface ships, improvements 
will be made in anti-aircraft sen¬ 
sors and weapons and in towed 
array sonar. \ here will be a wider 
fit of the planned torpedo decoy 
system, while the Harpoon missile 


system will be updated. 

Admiral Slater said that to 
achieve the enhancements, savings 
would be found through minor 
changes in readiness, involving 
some of the Hunt-class mine- 
hunters and limited modifications 
in helicopter allocations. 


-H- 



Navy News 

MONTHLY QUIZ 

ENTRY FORM 


CASH PRIZES TO BE WON! 


A specially devised Navy News Monthly Quiz is featured in the 
1996 Navy News Calendar. Readers of Navy News and users of 
the 1996 ‘Power of the Sea’ Calendar are invited to take part in 
the Quiz with the winners receiving prizes donated by Navy 
News. 

Each monthly leaf of the 1996 Calendar poses a question, the 
answer to which is revealed by possessing a knowledge of naval 
matters or careful reading of the Navy News 1996 Calendar. 

Test yourself and pay careful attention to each calendar leaf! 

The questions will be reprinted in Navy News for the 
appropriate month (May question shown here). 

Each monthly issue of Navy News throughout 1996 will contain 
an entry form for that month’s question. 

DO NOT SEND YOUR ENTRY IN YET! 

When all twelve original entry forms have been completed, 
contestants should submit them together in one envelope to 
arrive at the offices of Navy News not later than 31 March 1997. 

Entries with all twelve correct answers will be entered in a prize 
draw conducted at Navy News offices in April 1997. Winners 
will be announced in the May 1997 issue of Navy News. The 
first name drawn will receive a prize of £3(X). There will be a 
of £100 for the second name drawn and eight 
further consolation prizes of £25. 

k So just for fun, test your knowledge of naval 
^matters and win yourself a prize. 

Write y our answer here 



h 


NAME ... 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE . 

TEL. NO. 

Keep ihn coupon in a vale piacr until you have collected all twelve 


Judges decision will he final. No correspondent e will he entered into. Employees or relatives of 
Navy News staff are ineligible for this qui: 
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HMS Spartan, a nuclear-powered fleet submarine undergoing maintenance in Admiralty Floating 
Dock 60 at Faslane. 



Savings on European Motoring 
Assistance for Navy News readers - 
even if you're not an RAC member 


If you are taking a motoring trip to the continent you can enjoy RAC 
European Motoring Assistance cover for your car at special rates. 


10% Discount for Navy News Readers 
An extra 10% off for RAC Members 

For further details call FREE on: ^ 

0800 550055 

quoting your code GE 0008 and. if applicable, your 
RAC membership number. 


Ga- 


r 


Navy News readers can also save up to £34 
when joining the RAC. Call 0800 581077 
for details quoting GE0008 

This offer cannot be used in coni unction with any ot her RAC offer Prices include Insurance Premium 
Tax at the standard rate of 2 VV on VAT exempt insurance All details correct at time of publication 
Full membership details in RAC Terms Of Membership 
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‘It would be comforting to imagine 

DOING THE 
BUSINESS 
AT FASLANE 


T HERE’S a new jargon to describe the changing face of the Navy in Scotland. 
It is the phraseology of the decade, a management-speak which peppers the 
Service’s computer print-outs North and South. Its dictionary includes such 
terms as business areas, people factors, customers, competing for quality, private 
finance initiatives, outputs (otherwise tasks) and corporate plans. 

Few of them would be recog¬ 
nised even five years ago as hav¬ 
ing associations with a military 
service. But that, like every¬ 


thing, has changed. 

The words that have been 
imported to express the Royal 
Navy’s drive for efficiency in a 
world of financial realism do not 
basically matter. What does matter 
is that necessary change is effected 
successfully. 

No one would agree more with 
that than the man who has the key 
role in the major upheaval which is 
transforming what is now the 
Service’s Scottish nerve centre since 
the closure of Rosyth Naval Base. 

Commodore Eric Thompson, the 
new Director of the recently 
renamed HM Naval Base Clyde (it 
was called Clyde Submarine Base) 
is the man who, as Chief of Staff to 
Flag Officer Scotland, Northern 
England and Northern Ireland, 
drafted FOSNNI’s Corporate Plan 
for 1996-2000. 

Historic move 

“It would be comforting to imag¬ 
ine that there will be no more 
change, but change is now the norm 
and we must regard change man¬ 
agement as one of our standard dis¬ 
ciplines,” he told Navy News. 

He sees the transfer of FOSNNI 
to Faslane as an historic move. 

“It has been quite a big 
upheaval for the establish¬ 
ment, yet it is an organisa¬ 
tional success story. We 
have integrated the supply 
organisation in Scotland, 
the Naval base organisa¬ 
tion, and operations - and it 
has been done harmo¬ 
niously.” 

The main purpose of the Clyde 
base remains the support of the 
British nuclear deterrent - Trident 
and Polaris missiles deployed in the 
Vanguard-class vessels and HMS 
Repulse. 

But since Rosyth’s demise as a 
Naval base, Faslanc’s responsibili¬ 
ties encompass the five surface 
ships of the Third Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron and 
support for many British and other 
NATO ships which take part in 
Joint Maritime Courses - major 
training exercises - three times a 
year. 

Welcome sight 

“The first impact of the changes 
is that Faslane is now seeing grey 
ships in numbers, and a very wel¬ 
come sight it is, too,” said 
Commodore Thompson, who is 
himself a Scot - from Coatbridge. 

His background is engineering 
and he has a Master’s degree in 
acoustics, although to read the 
Corporate Plan one might be for¬ 
given for thinking him a graduate in 
business studies. 

He will need all the business acu¬ 
men he can muster, for the next 
major change to affect the base will 


Cover picture: HMS 
Superb in the Clyde. 



Commodore Thompson... his 
aim is to provide high quality 
support. 

be the results of a market testing 
review - “Competing for Quality” - 
due early this summer. Following 
that, all activities which need not be 
kept “in-house” may be open to 
competition. 

“To cope successfully with change 
on top of an already high loading 
will demand the very best from our 
people,” he said. “But amidst all the 
daily distractions we must never 
lose sight of the aim which is to pro¬ 
vide high quality support to Naval 
operations and other tasks which 
depend on us.” 

Mixed feelings 

Inevitably, there have been mixed 
feelings over the move to the Clyde. 
Few who made the migration deny 
the fact that there was greater sad¬ 
ness at leaving Rosyth than there 
was joy at arriving at Faslane. 

Capt Roy Harding sees the 
biggest challenge as vet to come. He 
is the Captain of HMS Neptune, 
Faslane’s administrative centre. 
“We have to sort out the manage¬ 


ment structure so we don’t waste 
time doing business . . . The next 
two years are going to be immense¬ 
ly busy and the face of Faslane is 
going to change. 

“The submariners will still claim 
that it is principally a submarine 
base, which is not untrue in terms of 
weight of numbers, but we will start 
to get more surface ships here. 

“Recently HMS Lancaster came 
in for a couple of days, Cornwall is 
noise ranging and is coming in later 
in the week. 

’When the Type 22s and 
23s come up for noise rang¬ 
ing it is far more likely that 
we will see them. Faslane 
will develop into a more 
recognisable naval base.” 

Capt Harding is in charge of an 
organisation which provides every¬ 
thing for about 4,000 Servicemen - 
shore and sea based - and some 
other facilities for about 4,000 civil¬ 
ians. With the closure of Rosyth his 
task, and that of Base Supply 
Officer Cdr Bill Jones has increased 
by 25 per cent. 

There will be some easing of the 
weight with the disappearance of 
the support “bulge” caused by the 
dual operation of Trident and 
Polaris submarines. 

HMS Caledonia 

The last of the older boats, HMS 
Repulse, decommissions this year. 
However, with Rosyth’s closure, 
Faslane’s “empire”, besides MCM3, 
now includes the newly re-commis¬ 
sioned HMS Caledonia, an estab¬ 
lishment on the Forth 
SU] 
rei 

Rosyth. 

Essentially Caledonia is an out- 
station of Neptune and currently 
accommodates 500 personnel, with 
a further 300 living outside the 
establishment because it has insuffi¬ 
cient accommodation. In addition, 
Faslane now has responsibility for 
the University RN Units at 


upport for personnel of ships in 
efit at the privately run dockyard at 


Bordering on new 
era of friendship 


FASLANE has entered what is hoped to be a new era 
of good community relations following council bor¬ 
der changes which on April 1 brought the Clyde base 
within the unitary authority of Argyll and Bute. 

Representatives from the council have already been 
guests at Faslane - which in terms of employment and 
council tax will be a principal money generator for the 
authority. 

The Commander of the Third Mine Countemeasures 
Squadron, Cdr Richard Simmonds, is particularly looking 
forward to the chance to forge strong affiliations between 
his ships and Argyll and Bute. 

A Scotophile , he plans to adopt the Argyll flag as an 
unofficial squadron ensign and to write to communities 
within the authority boundaries suggesting affiliations. 

“Submarines are never seen, so it’s important that local 
people see us and come to known us as the British rather 
than the English Navy,” he said. 

“Our ships can show the White Ensign so that we can be 
seen to be part of the local communities.’’ 




— 




— 
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ABOVE: Grey ships' at Faslane . . . HMS Battleaxe and (inboard) 
HMS Monmouth, visitors during the first Clyde-based Joint 
Maritime Course which was run earlier this year. 

RIGHT: The Trident submarine HMS Vanguard gets a spot of 
Faslane's quality support in the massive shiplift. 


Glasgow, Aberdeen, Newcastle and 
Liverpool. 

Cdr Jones (“I supply everything 
from a pin to an anchor”), sees trav¬ 
elling expenses as a yardstick by 
which he may measure increased 
productivity. “They have run up 
dramatically,” he said. “At the 
moment we spend about £400,000 a 
month in travelling expenses, a rise 


of a quarter, accounted for princi¬ 
pally by sailors who live on the east 
coast around Rosyth.” 

Meanwhile the number of people 
he has to carry out the work has 
increased by little over ten per cent. 
His assertion that people work 
harder at Faslane than at any other 
Naval base in the country is 
expressed with conviction. 


pit all started with^ 
one old ship . . . 


The first seeds are sown . . . 
g T - HMS Maidstone, submarine 
depot ship and a veteran of 
World War II, arrived in the 
Gareloch in 1958. 



THE CLYDE Naval Base at Faslane on the 
Gareloch takes its name from Faslane 
Bay on which it is built. There has been 
some form of Naval presence in the area 
since the World War I, and among the 
notable submarine events was the sink¬ 
ing of the ill-conceived, steam-driven ves¬ 
sel K13 off Rhu in 1917. 

The Navy's presence on the Clyde intensi¬ 
fied during Hitler’s War and in 1943 the Faslane 
Bay site was acquired by the Navy. The area 
became an operating base for submarines 
deployed into the Greenland-lceland-Faroes* 
gaps to counter German raiders breaking out 
into the Atlantic. It was also a submarine and 
anti-submarine warfare training area. 

Among the key dates in the post-war history 
of the base are: 

1958 - The submarine depot ship HMS Maid¬ 
stone arrives in Faslane Bay to become the 
forerunner of today's complex. 

1962 - Nassau Agreement signed between 
US and UK for sale of Polaris. 

1963 - Britain’s first nuclear powered sub¬ 
marine, HMS Dreadnought, arrives at Faslane. 
First RN personnel begin Polaris training in 


USA. Expansion of the Clyde Submarine Base 
proceeds. 

1966 - Britain’s first Polaris submarine, HMS 
Resolution, launched to be followed at six- 
monthly intervals by Renown, Repulse and 
Revenge. 

1967 - HMS Neptune commissioned. HMS 
Resolution arrives at Faslane. 

1968 - Resolution deployed on first opera¬ 
tional patrol. 

1984 - Announcement that Britain would 
buy the Trident missile system to replace 
Polaris. More building starts at Faslane to 
cater for much larger class of SSBNs. 

1992 - Launch of HMS Vanguard, first of the 
Trident submarines. Arrives at Faslane in same 
year to begin sea trials. 

1993 - The Third Submarine Squadron of 
fleet boats, and the Tenth of ballistic-missile 
armed vessels, merge to become the First 
Submarine Squadron. 

1994-95 - HMS Vanguard deploys on first 
Trident patrol. 

1996 - Clyde Submarine Base becomes 
Clyde Naval Base following closure of Rosyth 
and transfer to Faslane of Third MCM 
Squadron. 
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Not missiles, but huge ballast canisters - Trident submarines may not 
always go on patrol with their full complement of missiles. 


HMS Renown, at present on the last Polaris 
patrol. She decommissions this summer 






HMS Splendid has 
achieved the first 
(inert) firing of a 
cruise missile from 
a British submarine. 


HMS Victorious, the first sub¬ 
marine to deploy Britain’s 
new sub-strategic deterrent, 
loads a Trident missile at the 
RN Armaments Depot at 
Coulport. The missile is 
encapsulated within a sleeve 
for loading purposes. 




BRITAIN has for the first time 
deployed sub-strategic Tri¬ 
dent warheads on submarine 
patrol - and has started trials 
to prepare the way for arming 
its fleet submarines with 
Tomahawk cruise missiles. 

Earlier this year HMS 
Victorious became the Royal 
Navy f s first ballistic missile 
armed vessel to leave Faslane 
with sub-strategic as well as 
strategic Trident missiles 
embarked. 

The propulsion systems of 
both missiles are identical - it is 
in the warheads that they differ. 
The sub-strategic version has a 
lower-yield, less powerful 
nuclear head, more suitable as a 
deterrent to any rogue nation 
which may threaten Britain with 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The new system as deployed 
in the V-class boats of the First 
Submarine Squadron is an accu¬ 
rate, flexible and cost-effective 
replacement for the RAF’s sub- 
strategic, air-dropped weapons. 

Cdr Tom Herman, the 
Commander (executive officer) 
of the Squadron, told Navy News 
that the four new submarines 
that will eventually be opera- 


- and Splendid 
launches trials 
with Tomahawk 


tional will have dual capability at 
all times. 

‘‘We wouldn’t necessarily use 
the deployed submarine as the 
sub-strategic boat. We may sail 
another specifically in that role, 
so we have the flexibility of 
doing either or both. 

‘Uncertain world’ 

“The international situation is 
significantly more unstable than 
it was during the latter half of 
the Cold War. 

“There is a proliferation of 
countries that have access to 
nuclear weaponry and other 
weapons of mass destruction. 
These present a threat in the 
hands of less stable govern¬ 
ments, and there are many more 


minor crises that could blow up 
into major conflagrations. 

“In the very uncertain world in 
which we live a strategic and 
sub-strategic deterrent is the 
surest guarantee for the safety 
of this country.’* 

Meanwhile, as the first step to 
providing the Navy with a hard 
and surgically accurate tactical 
punch on land, the fleet subma¬ 
rine HMS Splendid has achieved 
the first successful, inert dis¬ 
charge of a T1 cruise missile in 
Loch Long (the Tomahawks are 
fired through the submarines 
torpedo tubes). 

Further tests and trials - last¬ 
ing, perhaps up to two years - 
will be required before the con¬ 
ventionally armed cruise is 
deployed operationally. 


— 














ana unique 


FOR the past three years the First Submarine Squadron (SMI) has been 
uniaue in ooeratina fleet boats and nuclear deterrent vessels as members 


unique in operating fleet boats and nuclear deterrent vessels as members 
of the same squadron. The last Polaris submarine, HMS Repulse, is on her 
last patrol. The Trident boats HMS Vanauard and Victorious (pictured 
returning from patrol) are operational, HMS Vigilant has arrived at Faslane 
for contractor’s sea trials, and HMS Vengeance will not be far behind.The 
other members of SMI are the fleet boats HMS Spartan, Splendid, Sceptre, 
Sovereign and Superb, the latter two of which are refitting at Rosyth. 
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you can minehunt in these areas you can do it anywhere ’ 



J H Murray & Biggar 
Travel Agents 

HM Forces Discounts on all 
reservations by air, sea, rail 
or Coach 

Contact us at the Travel Centre 
HMS NEPTUNE 
Tel: 01436 811124 


A B T A 


Mil: Faslane 3655 


l 1 AT A , 


The Sandown-class mine- 
hunters of the Third Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron 
arrive in the Clyde. The 
squadron s five vessels - HM 
ships Sandown, Inverness, 
Cromer, Walney and Bridport 
- were all commissioned in 
1989-93. The 500-tonne ves¬ 
sels were designed by Vosper 
Thornycroft for hunting and 
destroying mines in deep and 
exposed waters. Two more of 
the class - HM ships 
Penzance and Pembroke - 
are in build and will eventual¬ 
ly join the squadron. 
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Set in 45 acres 


of beautiful 
offerit 


Perthshire countryside 
ering: 


♦ Stable and uninterrupted co-educational boarding for 11 - 18 year olds; 

♦ Quality education including school clothing at low cost - termly fees £150; 

♦ Overall pupil teacher ratio 8.5 to 1; total School Roll 270; 

♦ Eligibility includes children of Service personnel who are serv ing or have served in Scotland; 

♦ Warm, friendly and lively atmosphere where pastoral care takes a high priority; 

♦ School hospital and resident Sister; 

♦ Full range of curriculum following the Scottish Education system; 

♦ Extensive programme of sport, music and extra-curricular activities; 

♦ Easily accessible by road, rail or air. 

Visits to the School are welcome at any time. 

For prospectus and further information or an appointment . please write or telephone: 
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Challenging 
new home 
lor hi-tech 
Sandowns 



THE MINEHUNTING men of the Clyde just know that they are the best for the job 
they are expected to do. It is an elan which is given expression by their comman¬ 
der whose pride in his ships, men and tasks is obvious from the moment he starts 
talking about his subject. 


“These ships are pretty spe¬ 
cial,” said Cdr Richard 
Simmonds of his five Sandown- 
class vessels which form the 
Third Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron at Faslane. “The class 
is a revolutionary design - noth¬ 
ing in the world can beat them. 
And we are learning new tricks 


as we adapt to the vessels and 
appreciate their enormous 
capability.” 

One of MCM3’s primary 
wartime roles would be to keep the 
narrow waters of the West of 
Scotland free of mine interference 
with the passage of submarines 
involved with Britain's nuclear 
deterrent. 


So, although some may have 
regretted the move from the Forth 
to Faslane, the waters of the Clyde 
provide a most appropriate training 
area. 

“It’s not quite as accessible and 
comfortable as Rosyth, but I sus¬ 
pect a factor of that is the ‘warm 
sea-boot syndrome’ - we got so 
used to the Forth that it was just 
very comfortable. 

“But if you can minehunt in these 
extremely challenging training 
areas in the Clyde, with all its fresh 
water and difficult oceanographic 
conditions you can reasonably 
assume that you can do it anywhere 
else. 


World leaders 


“That means we lead the world in 
expertise and experience in mine¬ 
hunting which is a very dangerous 
game if you get it wrong.” 

Spending between 60 and 70 per 
cent of their time at sea. the 
Sandowns are practising and devel¬ 
oping their “new tricks”.. . 

“We’ve moved on a quantum 
leap from the original hull-mounted 
sonars that were set in the Ton-class 
in the Sixties." said Cdr Simmonds. 
“The Sandowns are enormously 
sophisticated. We now have vari¬ 
able depth sonar that goes down to 
200m. 

“It has a whole series of frequen¬ 
cies against the challenges posed by 
environment and against contacts 
that could be protected against 
sonar pulses. And the ships have 
the ability to navigate within a 
metre square as opposed to tens or 
hundreds of metres square.” 


Lt Richard Burstow keeps a close watch on the tow as it begins to 
take the strain as HMS Berkeley gets under way, towing the “dam¬ 
aged” HMS Chiddingfold back towards Faslane. The exercise for 
the Southern-based Hunt-class ships formed part of their opera¬ 
tional sea training under the eyes of the FOST staff on the Clyde. 


More accuracy 

That adds up to more accuracy 
and more safety. “We've taken the 
threat from within 150m - which is 
quite close when you’re tap dancing 
with high explosives - way out to 
the 1,000m mark.” 

It's not only MCM3 that exercis¬ 
es in the Clyde areas. The mine 
ships of NATO and the 
Portsmouth-based MC’M squadrons 
- one of which. MC'Ml, also trans¬ 
ferred from Rosyth - regularly train 
where the deep waters of the 
Scottish West Coast provide them 







FAR FROM their “home” in the South, a team 
of 27 members of Flag Officer Sea Training 
staff now occupy a small corner of the 
sprawling Clyde base. 

They provide continuation and basic opera¬ 
tional sea training for no fewer than 51 ships - 
from University RN Unit training vessels of no 
more than 49 tonnes to the 1,400-tonne Castle- 
class patrol vessels. 

The team - all sea riders except a civilian in reg¬ 
istry and a CPO Droarammer - are headed bv Cdr 


Brian Archibald, Commander Sea Training (Mine 
Warfare and Patrol Vessels). 

“We do some work out of Devonport, too,” said 
Cdr Archibald. “And we go overseas - to provide 
sea training for the Gibraltar Squadron annually 
and the Hong Kong Squadron every 18 months. 

The training team went to HK last year to con¬ 
duct an intensive, three-ship Continuation 
Operational Sea Training package. But it all bal¬ 
ances out - with two weeks in the Falklands every 
six months for HMS Leeds Castle. 
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HMS Bridport. latest 
of the Sandowns to be 
completed. 


with a healthy test, away from the 
busy shipping lanes of the South. 

Cdr Simmonds admits that while 
their first priority is the defence of 
home waters, recent history shows 
that Britain’s minehunters are far 
more likely to sec active service as 


part of a multi-national force such 
as that which opposed Saddam 
Hussein in the Gulf. 

The advent of satellite naviga¬ 
tion, interfacing with computer 
command systems has made the 
mine ships independent of land- 
based navigation aids, allowing 


them to operate easily when friend¬ 
ly shores are distant. It is one of the 
many indicators which show that, in 
minchunting as in other activities, 
the Royal Navy has stepped beyond 
the Cold War scenario into a new 
era in which force flexibility is the 
key. 


THE NORTH . . . 


Some foreign navies, too, seek out the team s 
expertise. “They are truly customers who require 
a unique and comprehensive service on a repay¬ 
ment basis - such as the Royal Saudi Navy who 
are working up in their three Sandown-class mine 
countermeasures vessels.” 

Although small in number, the presence of the 
FOST team at Faslane brings even more surface 
warships into the Clyde from bases in the South. 

And with the JMC ships visiting three times a 
year, and the resident Sandowns busily plying 


their trade, the visibility of the Navy in the Clyde 
has risen significantly. 

It has brought additional - and not unwelcome 
- work to the base s public relations office. “We 
get constant inquiries as to the identity and activ¬ 
ities of the surface ships which people see in the 
Clyde,” said PRO Steve Willmott. 

“One of our regular contacts is a school in 
Campbeltown where the children produce a 
school magazine and include in it reports of the 
Navy’s comings and goings.” 
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lyde 
plans 
mini 
Navy 
Days 


THIS SUMMER Faslane will 
run what is being seen as a 
mini Navy Days - involving 
shore attractions, aircraft and 
a Royal Navy frigate. 

It is a significant expansion of 
the Navy-organised “Faslane 
Fair”, which lor years has been 
held each summer in the centre of 
Helensburgh, seven miles from 
the high-security Clyde base. And 
there are discussions as to whether 
the event should grow even more 
in future. 


Fishing skipper joins in submarine exercise 


NEW liaison methods between 
the Royal Navy and the Clyde 
fishermen are being hailed as a 
success in improving relations 
between the two. 

“Although differences still exist, 
there has been remarkable progress 
in submarine avoidance," the 
Secretary of the Clyde Fishermen’s 
Association, Patrick Stewart, told 


Navy News. "The most important part 
has been the freeing-up of communi¬ 
cations . . . 

“For the first time, last November, a 
fishing vessel skipper was employed 
as a liaison officer on board an 
accompanying frigate during an exer¬ 
cise involving HM submarine 
Victorious - and everyone on all sides 
remarked on how effective that was in 
defusing problems.” 


Now the fishermen hope that simi¬ 
lar methods may be used with regard 
to minehunters - whose activities 
sometimes conflict with those of the 
Clyde fishermen. Negotiations have 
just been concluded which provide 
for consultations and the identifica¬ 
tion of exercise areas. 

“We continue to make sure that our 
liaison is extremely fruitful and useful, 
and I think that increasingly we are 


better co-users of the same water 
space," said Cdr Richard Simmonds, 
Commander of the Third Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron. 

“It’s right and proper that we give 
cognisance to their problems and 
likewise they are realistic enough to 
know that they cannot have exclusive 
use of the area. It's all about getting 
on with your neighbour." 


Frigate 

This year’s show, on Saturday, 
June 22, is taking advantage of the 
presence of warships for a Joint 
Maritime Course. A frigate will be 
anchored off the resort town and 
there will be a flying programme 
involving Navy Gazelle, Lynx and 
Sea King helicopters. Royal 
Marines parachutists - and. it is 
hoped - a Sea Harrier. 

The officer in charge of arrang¬ 
ing the Fair, Base Supply Officer 
Cdr Bill Jones, said the event 
began several years ago as a fami¬ 
lies day. However, due to security 
concerns i* was moved outside the 
base to Helensburgh where it has 
become a highlight on the social 
calendar of the West of Scotland. 

Musical attractions this year 
will include FOSNNFs Royal 
Marines Band, Strathclyde Police 
Band and local pine bands. As 
usual, charities will nc welcome to 
use the event for fund-raising. 


Faslane’s eyes 
in the sky 


A Sea King helicopter of 819 Naval 
Air Squadron hovers over HMS 
Vanguard during a winch transfer 
exercise in the Clyde, one of the func¬ 
tions which keeps the squadron 
closely associated with the Clyde 
Naval Base. 


THE EIGHT Sea King Mk 6 helicopters operated by 
819 Squadron are responsible for the anti-subma¬ 
rine defence of the Clyde, although the details of 
their service to Britain's Trident submarines remain 
classified for reasons of national security. 


With an additional Mk 5 air¬ 
craft dedicated to search and 
rescue, the squadron operates 
from HMS Gannct at 
Prestwick Airport, about 45 
nautical miles south of Faslane. 

During the training of 
potential submarine comman¬ 
ders - on the “Perisher” course 
- 819 flics about 150 hours a 


year to provide “enemy heli¬ 
copters” which arc normally 
flown in pairs to search for 
their submerged target. 

The squadron also takes part 
in other regular exercises with 
submarines, such as winch 
transfers which provide contin¬ 
uation training for sub¬ 
mariners and fliers. 


Clyde supplement written and edited by 
Anton Hanney. Pictures: HMS Neptune 
Photograpic Section. 
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New centre 
for families 

FIVE former married quarters in 
Churchill Square. Helensburgh 
have undergone six months’ refur¬ 
bishment as Faslane’s new Family 
Centre - HO of the Naval 
Personal and Family Service in 
Scotland. 

Headed by Area Officer David 
Jameson, the NPFS team com¬ 
prises two managers, administra¬ 
tive staff, community workers and 
Outreach workers. 

The Area Office is open at 
0830-1630 Monday to Thursday, 
and 0830-1600 on Fridays. 
Telephone numbers area 01436 
671674 or 676399, with an ansa- 
phone (672798) operating out of 
working hours. 

There is also an office at the 
Clyde base on the first floor of the 
RNSQ (SAFAB enquiries on ext 
4332 or NPFS assistance on ext 
4329). 
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